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INTRODUCTION: GENERACONCLUSIONS

Presidential election became the main event of political and public life of the
country, determining the principle trends of human rights violations in 2001. This election
clearly showed us the officials' ignorance towards the international legal standaais
the internal Belarusian legislation as well as their endeavor to provide the victory of the
incumbent with every means possible.

The mass actions of the Belarusian democratic opposition, their scale and nature in
2001 had many differences comparedttwse of the previous years. It was connected
with gross changes in the strategy of the opposition forces for the election period. Since
the beginning of the year there could be observedod@centration of the political
protest actions with the prevalerc of such forms as picketing, youth action, and
performance. The Miensk events of March 25 occupy the central place among the street
actions, being a real larggcale military operation of the Belarusian authorities with a
large number of ordinary and spat police units, internal military forces being attracted
to it. 15 people, among them wektnown political activists, were arrested. The meeting
of May 1 (May Day) was the next mass action to be accompanied with a large number o
detentions. About 20 paae were arrested in Hrodna. On May 18 in Miensk 45 people
were arrested for participation in the action of protest to the-called "Second All
Belarusian Assembly". In December about 40 persons were detained in Kurapaty burial.

Almost all actions wereisiallowed by the authorities and therefore were carried out
as unauthorized. The main police activity at them was detention ofkmeNvn politicians
and the most active participants. Preventive detentions have become a widely spread
practice as well. Théaw machinery continued to apply Article *&70of the Code of
Administrative Offences of the Republic of Belarus (CAO RB) along with Articleedé7
166, punishing detainees with administrative fines and imprisonment.

The authorities also apply criminal responsibility to individuals as a means of both
psychological pressure and initiation of crimipabcess actions towards the political
opponents (search, exaction, interrogation, confiscation, etc.). The threat @itiort of
a criminal case and the criminptocess actions (allowed after the initiation of a criminal
case) were the main forms of politically natured usage of criminal legislation in 2001.

The most odious political nature have the criminal cases ietiainder Articles 367
and 368 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus (CC RB) for "slander, libel c
insult to President of the Republic of Belarus). The above mentioned articles appeared ir
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the new Criminal Code, introduced in January 1, 200lik&akual libel, slander or insult,
in this case Prosecutor's office can initiate a case without application of the victim.

In 2001 criminal cases under Article 368 were initiated against 5 Babruisk and 3
Shklow citizens. None of the accused faced trial.

Four criminal cases were initiated under parts 1 and 2 of Article 367, one of them
against Rechytsa citizen,¢3on the fact of publications in "Rabochy", "Pahonia" and the
unregistered "Narodny President" newspapers.

There were also initiated 6 casesddainst persons, 2 on facts of violation) for
graffiti ¢ wall scriptures that have become a form of political expression among
opposition youth organizations in the conditions of the limited informational space. The
first case (under Article 341 of C®)Rwvas connected with detention of four "Zubr"
members in Minsk; the second started in Homel against public association "Civic
Initiatives" ¢ under Article 218 of CC RB. As a result four people underwent criminal
responsibility: two were fined 100 minimalages each, two received twgear terms of
corrective labor. The other four cases were actively used (especially in Homel) for
political purposes¢ in order to conduct interrogations, searches, confiscation of
computers and supplies, etc.

A criminal caséor violation of the first part of Article 183 of CC RB was groundlessly
brought against the editorial staff of "Volley Hoard" newspaper.

Among the criminal cases of political nature we should also mention the case under
Article 192 of CC RB against RiaMihurski, Shklow Town Coordinator of the Civic
Initiative "Independent Monitoring”. Article 192 provides responsibility of official, which
Mr. Mihurski is not.

The consideration of the criminal case under Article-388 the old CC RB, brought
againstV. Shochiku and M. Statkevich after "March of Freedom" action on October 17,
1999, continued in 2000 and 2001. M. Statkevich was fined 100 minimal wages. V
Shchukin was sentenced to pay 30 minimal wages and spend 3 months in prison a
cumulative punishmeinfor this and one more incident (Article 399, ostensible violation
of the internal order of a building of the Ministry of Internal Affairs). In 2001, in
accordance with the new Criminal Code, deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the 13th
Convocation UladzimiKudzinaw was released. The prisoner of conscience A. Klimaw is
still kept in jail.

In the end of the year there were arrested several Heads of Belarusian enterprises
and big businessman (all in all, about 20 people). In particular, a criminal case was
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brought against director of Miensk closed jestbck company "Atlant” L. Kaluhin, who
had participated in the electoral campaign as a candidate to presidential position. Among
the possible reasons of this arrest wave could be disloyalty of the arrestdtieto
executive power.

The problem of missing people in Belarus (in 22600 a number of weknown
people had disappeared Yu. Zakharanka, V. Ganchar, A. Krasowski, Z. Zavadski) stil
concerned the Belarusian society in 2001. The authorities still Mataen any efficient
measures for investigation of these disappearances. On the contrary, the law machinery
prevented public associations and initiatives from independent investigation of the facts
of disappearances, limited public access to the infororabn these cases, pressurized
the journalists and the printed editions that were dealing with this problem.

In 2001 only the case of PRT cameraman Zmitser Zavadski's resulted in trial. A grou
of persons with the former worker of "Almaz" special policet Z. Ihnatovich is accused
of Zavadski's kidnapping. However, the trial, which now continues at Miensk Regional
Court, was declared closed in spite of numerous requests and appeals of publicity.

During the passed year there appeared additional infoioratbout relation of the
Belarusian togrank authorities and possibly Belarusian President to disappearances of
the leading politicians and the journalist. This information includes evidence of the
prosecution investigators A. Sluchak and Z. Petrushkewich went abroad, evidence of
the KGB agent H. Uhlanitsa, and documents that were given to publicity by the candidate
to presidential position U. Gancharyk.

Dozens of public actions were carried in order to draw public attention to the
problem of the mising and the possible relation of the highest State officials, including
Viktar Sheiman, Prosecutor General, to the disappearances. The authorities, in their turn
severely punished the action participants.

The harsh and inhumane treatment of participanfsmass actions and detainees is
a usual practice for workers of the law machinery. And none of those exceeding their
powers have been ever punished for it. According to general data the persons detained
for political reasons face physical abuse 8% percent of cases, the rate of insults is
much higher and can't be exactly determined because of high latency.

Most often the facts of beating are registered after mass actions, when a large
number of people is detained. The most severe cases usually wbeur workers of law
machinery seek for information or need confession. Violence is used more often to
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members of youth organizations in comparison to volunteers of electoral companies.
Men face harsh treatment oftener than women.

Anther widespread policpractice is unauthorized search. Protocols for distribution
of printed production are often composed when a policeman finds it while searching a
person or his/her belongings.

The police were detaining people for electoral symbols, printed production and
Belarusian language, confiscating personal possessioshirts, agitation literature,
photo cameras, etc. In 60% cases they composed no documents registering their action
(reports, abbreviates), making it impossible for the victims to get back the catdi
belongings. The detention terms often exceed the legal norm of 3 hours, often coming to
5-6 hours. There are cases of-h@urs' detentions.

There have been registered many cases of massacre of politicians and activists c
political campaigns by unkmn people, so called "plainclothes”. A distinctive feature of
such cases is absence of any lucrative motivation. Some of the assaults are thoroughl
planned, which makes victims state the relation of law machinery or secret services to
these incidents.

In 2001 there were masscale violations of Belarusian and international legislation,
abuses during the electoral campaign and calculation of the votes, persecution of the
campaign participants and activists, opposition candidates. During the campaign the
authorities conducted more than 1 000 detentions. Citizens could be detained for
distribution of agitation means, electoral symbols, organization of meetings with the
electorate, for "identification"”, "checkip of the passport regime", kept at police points
for 56 hours without composition of detention reports. The detentions were
accompanied with psychological pressure, confiscation of printed editions and, in certain
cases, even physical violence, which impeded the work of headquarters of opposition

canddates.

In most cases the detentions weren't registered and detainees were released after a
certain period of time. Otherwise, reports of detention for violation of Articles 143, 156,
166, 1721, etc. of CAO RB were composed. More than 100 people underwent
administrative responsibility for agitation.

Searches, confiscation of organizational equipment, agitation and printed
production at the headquarters of opposition candidates, offices of public associations
and private accommodations of people, enrolledthe electoral campaign hindered its
normal development. There were registered 20 cases of the above mentioned actions for
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the summer months. A number of these robberies were carried out as ealpeaif
financial activity (in spite of the illegality of mitscation or search before initiation of
criminal case or fetching out any violations). The ostensible reasons for searches ant
confiscation were anonymous telephone calls about preparation of a terror action,
operative information about hiding arms, mwes in the neighboring buildings and even
checkups of the passport regime.

On the eve of the election and on the voting day telephones at the headquarters of
the opposition candidate Uladzimir Gancharyk, Civic Initiative "Independent Monitoring",
parties and public associations were disconnected. In the evening of September 9 the
telephones of the most notate bodies related to the elections, were disconnected.
Even mobile phones didn't function in the center of the city, the wa&bs of
independent Ma&s Media and some public organizations were also blocked.

There have been registered numerous cases of dismissal from works and expulsiol
from the higher educational establishments for participation in the electoral campaign at
its different stages as wlels for participation in the Public Initiative "Independent
Monitoring".

The authorities dispersed pickets and meetings with the electorate, illegally
prohibited agitation in certain areag usually near administrative buildings or busy
places.

The leathg place among the bodies that persecuted people during the electoral
campaign belongs to the Ministry of Internal Affairs. KGB participated quite often, but
not so boldly, in some cases Prosecutor's office was used. Bodies of State committee c
financialinvestigations pressurized juridical bodies.

The independent press faced other forms of pressure: cessation and obstacles to
distribution of printed editions, confiscation of editions, pressure towards the
independent Mass Media, warnings for the printadicles, confiscation of the computer
equipment and supplies, searches, censorship.

If one takes into account the present structure of the informational space in the
Republic of Belarus, the State monopolization of the electronic Mass Media, it becomes
obvious that distribution of newspapers has provided an important source of alternative
information. There was a great number of detentions for distribution of registered
newspapers. On August 17, 2001 there were arrested 216 000 copies of the newspape
"Nasha Svaboda". The authorities also arrested editions of such newspapers as
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“Narodnaya Vola", "Rabochy", and "Belaruskaya Maladziozhnaya". All those editions
were registered ones, that's why their distribution couldn't be considered illegal.

Forcible appmtment of a State official to a governing position at "Magic" 1giate
private printing house created conditions for censorship, some editorial staffs had to
change the content of the newspaper numbers several times in order to get permission
for their printing. Some numbers were even printed with white spots.

During the year in the editorial staffs of different Mass Media and printing houses
there were conducted cheelps of financial activity, searches, etc. which sometimes
paralyzed their activity. @discation of equipment was used towards the newspaper
"Narodnaya Vola" and four regional editions.

In 2001 the independent Hrodna newspaper "Pahonia” was illegally closed on a suit
of the Prosecutor's office.

According to opinions of opposition activists, the secret services were listening to
telephone conversations, checked the correspondence amiaiE messages, collected
and analyzed information.

The initiated criminal cases, especially on the fact of estpioon the territory of the
Russian Embassy allowed KGB workers to interrogate a great number of members
youth organizations. The number of the interrogated on the "explosion case" alone
exceeded 100 persons. People could be also interrogated on othemal cases even if
they couldn't have any relation to the investigated events. There were cases when
property of activists of the electoral campaign was confiscated and returned only after
the end of the election.

KGB arranged numerous "talks" withettpeople, detained at mass actions, for
posting agitation, members of youth organizations, especially in the regions, with the
following aims: to receive information, pressurize people, enroll informers. Sometimes
they used blackmail and physical abuseiofing Homel citizen committed suicide, being
blackmailed by KGB workers.

On the eve of the election a considerable number of people who were responsible
for different aspects of the electoral campaign, received telephone "warnings" to abstain
from activemeasures for fear of being "severely punished" otherwise.

In 2001 youth was one of the most active parts of Belarusian society, People of 16
27 years old underwent the majority of the illegal police actions, preventive detentions,
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interrogations, adminisative punishments. The main pressure of KGB and the
Prosecutor's office was directed at this very group.

The mass detentions of youth were connected with youth actions. The most famous
of them are "Day of Psychical Health" on April 21 and "Independeagé @ July 27,
football matches with the participation of the national team and Kurapaty events in
December. Most of the detainees underwent administrative responsibility, being charged
with violation of Article 1671, the third part of Article 143 and #¢le 1721 of CAO RB.
These articles embrace 90 % of all cases. The overall number of detentions of youtt
exceeds 300.

There are two main forms of influence on public organizations and political parties
in Belarus. First of all, there are measures deecat liquidation of a public association
(party) and manipulation with the threat of liquidation. Naturally, deprivation of the
status of juridical body can seriously impede the organizational and legal activity of public
associations and exclude a parfiyom political life. Secondly, the hindrances to the
activity by confiscation of the organizational equipment, financial chgsk searches,
etc.

Liquidation of a public association or a party is an exceptional measure. During the
year there were liquidied a number of organizations, including Belarusian Student
Association and Youth Information Center. The process of liquidation of some other
organizations ("Hart", "Civic Initiatives"), whose equipment and other property had been
already confiscated, stted.

On the eve of the election the Ministry of Justice used another means of influence
on public organizationg warnings to them. For instance, Public Association "Human
Rights Center "Viasna" received two warnings from the Ministry on Justice orvéhefe
the election, which put to endangerment its existence and created additional obstacles to
registration of its observers at polling stations.

Creation of obstacles to the activity through chegks, searches, exactions and
confiscations in 2001 hadlose connection to the electoral campaign and its basic
elements: agitation and mobilization campaigns, Public Initiative "Independent
Monitoring".

Realization of the right to association remains a topical issue in Belarus. A
considerable number of the N@& who faced with different kinds of obstacles during
registration have to continue their activity without being registered, risking to undergo
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administrative punishment under Article 14D of CAO RB. Last year this Article was
applied to members of "YognFront" and "Zubr".

Year 2001 was distinguished through activation of trade unions and unions of
businessman. In order to achieve their goals, members of these organizations held
spontaneous and organized strikes, meetings and pickets.

Usually, the autbrities fear to administratively punish workers for organization and
participation in mass actions, even if the latter ones stop the traffic (as during the strike
at Tractor Factory on September 28, 2001). Administrative punishments were mostly
used in thecases of individual actions of protest.

The main measures of neutralization of the movement of workers and businessman
were directed at destruction of their organizational bodies. First of all it concerns trade
unions, especially after they clearly expsed their oppositioimindedness. The policy
towards trade unions had two directions: gradual replacement of the leaders of
Belarusian Federation of Trade Unions by persons, loyal to the State (and/or possible
split) and liquidation of independent trade ioms by depriving their primary
organizations of registration. Here we can mention the ruling of the Constitutional Court
concerning the order of paying membership fees, made in the end of 2001, as a part of
the above mentioned campaign.

In Belarus the mblem of the discriminatory cultural policy remains unsolved. In
spite of all efforts, there weren't established any higher educational establishments with
the Belarusian language of instruction. The policy of decreasing the number of pupils in
Belarusiadanguage secondary educational establishments continues. These
establishments are reorganized by the State with the worsening of the level and
conditions of education. The suspicious or negative attitude to the Belarusian language a:
the possible source dfisloyalty to the present government was approved and supported
by the State as well.

In the passed year Belarus also experienced a number of cultural losses and assaul
on the historical memory: in spite of all protest a part of the old city center was
destroyed, the reconstruction of Miensk ring road was started at the place of mass
fusillades in 1931941, Kurapaty burial.

Protection of Kurapaty was a separate episode of public resistance in Belarus. It is
well-known that after Lukashenka's electidiere have been a number of attempts to
decrease the historical value of the graves and even prove that there had been buried
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victims of fascism. The Prosecutor's office has conducted several-ghsckf the
documents, related to Kurapaty, but their remulveren't given any publicity.

In autumn 2001 it became known that the reconstruction of the ring road could
seize a part of the burial territory. The campaign against destruction of this place of
historical memory started in the end of September. Bedaan youth organizations kept
day-and-night duty there. The problem gained large publicity and was accompanied not
only by resistance to the actions of the State workers, but also by attempts of dialogue of
the established public initiative "For Salvatiah Kurapaty" with representatives of
Ministries, by additional examinations, round tables.

On October 8 the builders who were reconstructing the road violated the
established agreements and started working in the so called "demarcation zone" without
supewision of archeologists from the Institute of History of the Academy of Sciences.
Opposition of ordinary people and special police units resulted in serious clashes on
October 8 and 9. As a result -46 people were detained, about 25 underwent
administratve responsibility for resistance to police workers (Article 166 of CAO RB) and
participation in unauthorized action (167 of CAO RB). The detentions were made with
violence, massacre and usage of teargas.

During this year "Human Rights Center "Viasnajistered violations of human
rights in Belarus, first of all those connected with elimination of the constitutional
freedoms of the citizens: the right to expression, peaceful assemblies, meetings,
associations, the freedom of choice and liberty of dismussequality in rights and
RAIyAGEYT GKS NARIKG G2 92Nyl fAFS |yR LI
work. It's a pity, but from year 1994, when A. Lukashenka came to power, the country is
moving from the rudiments of democracy to fglbaé autocracy. In their struggle with
the democratic forces, the authorities violate the Constitution, the internal legislation,
changing it for their own purposes, and internationally acknowledged laws of
development of civic society and basic human rights.
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JURISDICTION AND LEISLATION CHANGES, WIEH LEAD
TO LIMITING THE RIGH'S OF CITIZENS

On January 1 the appropriate laws introduced three new codes, Criminal Code,
CriminalProcess Code and Crimitatecutive Code of the Republic of Belarus. The
National Assembly adopted and approved the new Criminal Code of the Republic of
Belarus in July@O0. The officials planned to enforce the codes on January 1, 2000, but it
was delayed for a year. Only in the beginning of 2001 A. Lukashenka insisted or
enforcement f the new legislative documents. In his speeches he was described the
adopted Criminal Qe as more humane and milder in comparison to the old one and
almost the best one in Europe. However, according to evaluation of independent experts,
there was no easing of punishments in the new code. On the contrary, the articles of the
new CC RB providdarder punishments for political opponents and democratic
opposition. The law machinery almost immediately started using the new Article 368
GLy&adz G 02 tNBaARSyld 2F GKS wSLlJzwmfAO 27
punishments, assessed by cauiffor the committed crimes. For instance, according to
Article 48 there are introduced such forms of punishment as public work, limitation of
freedom, arrest. The longest term of imprisonment is 25 years. Lifelong imprisonment is
considered as an alternat to capital punishment. What concerns capital punishment,

I OO2NRAYy3I (G2 ! NUAOES pdp AdG A& dzASR & |y
connected with premeditated murder with aggravating circumstances. Capital
punishment is still not usedtvards underaged persons and women. The new norm of
GKA&E I NGAOES A& AYUINRRAZOOAZ2Y 2F GKS YI I
undergo capital punishment. The most interesting form of punishment, from the practical
point of view is arrest. ltvas introduced in 1997, but was not used for punishment. In
2001 arrest was actively used (there was even a request to judges to abstain from the
intensive usage of this measure because of absence of the special arrest houses an
keeping of the arrested imvestigative isolators with the inappropriate conditions). This
measure of punishment gains its popularity because of its being quite severe (it provides
full isolation). With the introduction of the new forms of punishments the system of
alternatives tafines and imprisonment is widened as well.

hy al NOK mn ! ® [dzllaKSyll &aA3ySR 5SONJ
2NRSNJ 2F NBOSAGAY3 YR dzal 3S 2F (KS FTNB
registration of the foreign aid and limiti A 2y a G2 Ada dzal 3S T2
provides responsibility for violation of the registration rules in the form of fine and
confiscation of the received equipment, including the rented items, which is a violation of
the personal property riglst In the end of the year there were some changes made: now
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the aid is to be registered at Board of Presidential Affairs, which makes the situation yet
more complicated. This Decree also allows liquidation of an organization for a single
violation of its mrms, and is used against political opponents, NGOs.

hy alé 1 ! ® [dZllaKSy{l aA3dySR 5SONES
order of holding meetings, street processions, demonstrations, other mass actions and
LIAO1 Sta Ay GKS wsSDédreefeatdblisted yet.h&del ril@zdféhdiding K
mass political actions and mass actions, including sportive and cultural ones. Now onl
parties, trade unions and other organizations can organize assemblies, meetings, stree
actions, demonstrations and gets with more than 1 000 participants. The Decree puts
obstacles to holding of mass actions and raises responsibility for possible violations a
them. By the way, it concerns not only political measures, but also religious, sportive,
cultural onesc liturgies, contests, concerts, etc. The organizations, parties and trade
unions that are to bear the status of organizers (according to the Decree), become fully
responsible for the order at the actions. Every provocation can result in closing down the
organizd] 02 Ré® ¢KS 5SONBS adaldaSay at2ftA0AO0L
whose responsible officials failed to provide order of organization or holding of
assemblies, meetings, street processions or pickets which resulted indeatg loss or
considerable harm to the rights and legal interests of citizens, organizations, public or the
State, can be liquidated according to the existing order for single violation of the
legislation about assemblies, meetings, street processions, demonstrationsJan® | S G &
¢tKS 5SONBS KIFa &aSLI NI (S L30lytiSg10f SaBshdindnal y A
gl 3A35S&a 2NJ ! {5 nH nnn cdtisfugtioroD@nyassadichNabstafleS to K |
the traffic or severe bodily injure.

On June 26 Lukashenka signed decree #20 "About obligatory declaring of income
and property of a candidate to the post of the president of the Republic of Belarus, his
relatives, wife (husband), and his parents and some other measure, directed at
conductingopen, free and fair elections”.

The authorities claim that the decree is aimed at conducting democratic, free and
fair elections. According to the new decree, all candidates for presidency should fill out
not only their own income and property declaratiobut also the ones of all their close
NEBfl GADBSa O06AFSkKdAzaol yRE &aAaofAy3aazr LI NS
The Decree determines, that in a-tl@y term after registering a candidate, The Central
Election Commission informs the mass naedbout the declared property and finances.

It is provided in the Decree, that in case the Central Election Commission found
inaccuracies or incorrect information in the declaration, it can make a decision to cancel
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the candidate's registration. Decree 8 @as signed after the campaign had started and
by one of the main candidates. This is a direct violation of the election legislation.

2. PERSECUTION OF MASS ACTION ORGANIZERS AND PARTICIPANTS

On January 4 Chyhunachny Court finished the consideratiodrofngstrative case
against the participants of the unauthorized picket on December 10. The members of
United Civic Party Alena Zaleskaya, Siarhei Vasenka, Dzmitry Muski and Anatol Zakhar:
were charged with violation of articles 167 part 1 and part 2 oé tGode of
Administrative Offences. Judge Sviatlana Tufan made a decision to impose administrativ
fines on:

Alena Zaleskay@150 minimal wages
Siarhei Vasenka150 minimal wages
and warnings on Dzmitry Muski and Anatol Zakharaw.

On January 5 the HumaRights Day picket participants (Uladzimir Vialichkin,
Yawhen Bialasin, Siarzhuk Bakhun, Aleh Dydyshka and Kiryl Danko) received summons
Leninski District Court. They are charged with violation of articles 167 part 1, 167 part 2,
and 166 of the Code @&dministrative Infringements. On the eve of the New Year Bialasin
and Bakhun were visited by policemen, who suggested that they should sign the reports
of administrative infringement, which had not been drawn up during the detention and
24 hours the guyspent in the jail of Leninski District Board of Internal Affairs. The trial
over the participants of the action, dedicated to the anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, will take place on January 9, 2001 in Leninski Court of Bre
City.

On 9 January the Minsk City Court heard the complaint of Uladzimir Kishkurna and
ruled that the 15 September 2000 administrative detention of Uladzimir Kishkurna
carried out by the Centralny District DIA workers was illegal.

On January 9 Leninski CourtRriest was supposed to hear the case of the people,
who had been detained during the celebration of the human rights day on December 10.

On December 10 Uladzimir Vialichkin, Yawhen Bialasin, Siarzhuk Bakhun, Ale
Dydyshka and Kiryl Danko had been detaiaed had spent a night in the jail. The police
had drawn up the reports of the administrative infringement by the terms of article 167
part 1 (unauthorized picketing) and article 166 (insubordination to the legal order or
demand of the police officer). Nadya Dudarava, the legal counselor of the OSCE
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ambassador, and many mass media reporters came to the trial. However, the trial was
postponed to January 12.

On 12 January the Leninski District Court of Brest had a third hearing of the case o
the citizensA. Dydyshka, K. Danko, U. Vialichkin, S. Bakhun, Ya. Bialasin. The courtroo
was crowded. Since the witnesses called to court by the police did not appear, Judge A
Miraniuk postponed the consideration of the case till 15 January 2001. Journalists and
Nadzya Dudarava, legal counsel of the OSCE ambassador to Belarus, were in th
courtroom.

On January 15, in Slutsk, the authorities distrained the property of Alexander
Katlarow, military pensioner, member of Belarusian Helsinki Committee, and one of the
organizers of the protest action on October 8, 2000 @&dlarusian March of Freedom).
Bailiffs Lubow Silachowa and Tamara Lapitskaya came to -then2 apartment of
Katlarow at 8.30 a.m. The district police officer asked 2 neighbors to be the witnesses.
The NB LISNIIé ¢l a RAAUGNIAYSRE FYR YFGfFNRG
LINBLISNIIeé®d LG aK2dZ R 0SS YSYlGAz2ySRI GKIF G
(540 thousand rubles, about $500).

On January 15 the trial over the human rights adsvisho had been detained on
December 10, 2000 (The Day of Universal Declaration of Human Rights) was over. All
them were fined.

Yawhen Bialasin (the deputy chair of Brest branch of Belarusian Popular &20ax)
minimal salaries (720 thousand rubleabout $600)

{AFNKSA . I 1Kdzy 60GKS OKIF AN 2 7Fc20Kinimsls 3 A
salaries (720 thousand rublesabout $600)

PfFRTAYANI £AFE AOKLAY 00K §20@kimal belaed (720 N2
thousand rubleg about $60)

YANBE 51y{12 06YSYd8Nhinkl salaried (29 tHousandRuplgsé 0
about $60)

Aleh Dydyshka (member of the Free Trade UniQn20 minimal salaries (72
thousand rubleg about $60).

On January 22 the Barysaw Town Court Considered the wtis¢ed against Ales
Abramovich for his having organized an unauthorized procession of the striking workers
of the Barysaw Glass Factory on November 21, 2000. Judge A. Bolataw refuse
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I ONF Y2OAO0KQa LISGAGAZ2Y (2 &dzyyY 2 ysaldids faboiitS & (
$ 450) for the violation of Art. 167.1 of the Code of Administrative Infringements of the
Republic of Belarus (organization of an unauthorized mass event)

At 12 a.m. on February 18 an unauthorized picket held at Freedom Square protestec
against the building of the Higbctane Petrol Enterprise in the free economic zone of
+A0S50a1 OF2NNSNI GSNNRAOG2NER 2F GKS F ANLR
Kastrychnitski District Board of Internal Affairs asked the pickets Iryna BaidakegiSiarh
Aksimovich and Eduard Bokhan to go with them to the Kastrychnitski DBIA. The police
lieutenantO2 f 2y St K2 RANBOGSR GKS 2LISNI GA2Y
LINBPKAOAGSR 1w/ a+xAlaylé 20aSNBSNA G2 Ol
order of the Vitebsk City Executive Committee that prohibited to take photos at
dzy I dzG K2 NAT SR S@Syiad ¢KS +A0GS0a]l 0N yOK
Executive Committee asking to explain what order the police lieutenalonel had
mentioned

On March 5 the action dedicated to the problem of famous Belarusian people
RA&IFLIISIE NI YOS G221 LIXFOS Ay aAyailoe LG
young people came there with the portraits of the missing people and three participants
tiedd02 NI A&S 06A3 0602FNR ¢gAGK GKS aftz23lry adaa
Anton Tsialezhnikaw, Andrei Piatrow and Zmitser Abramovich were detained and brought
to Leninski police department. They were given the calls to the court at 15:00 of March 6.
CKS LI NIGAOALIYGEA 6SNB RSOGFAYSR o6& GKS
Martanovich. On the trial on March 6 they were sentenced according to the article 167.1
LI NI H 2F GKS ' RYAYAAUNYGAGS | 2RS £ QA
coy RdzOGAy3I 2F GKS LIAO1SGaédd ! yRNBA t Al ON
the fine of 20 minimal salaries. Anton Tsialezhnikaie the 15 day in prison as he was
found guilty on this article for the second time during the year.

On March 6 the camuation of the action dedicated to the people disappearance
took place. The participants came out to the Skaryna avenue with the portraits of the
missing people. According to some estimation, there were about 150 people in the chain.
The picket lasted foabout half an hour. Tsimafei Dranchuk was detained after the action
and took him to police station. The policemen checked his documents. His passport wa:s
N} GKSNJ g2NYy 2dzid IS g1 a Lidzi 2y NBO2NR 7
a0 GSé¢nlet goRDranéh&k said to the policemen that his passport is "worn out" by
policemen, who repeatedly detain him after peaceful actions of the opposition.
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On March 15, Iryna Baidak, Eduard Bokhan and Palina Khlopkava organized a pick
on Lenin Street itVitebsk. The picketers had the posters with slogans: "Where is Viktar
Ganchar?", "Where is Yury Zakharanka?", "Where is Anatol Krasowski?" in their hands
The picket lasted for half an hour and gradually turned into an action "Constitution Day",
organizedoy local social democrats.

On March 25, the Day of Belarusian People's Republic, at 14.00 the representative:
of political parties and social organizations gathered in Yubileinaya Square of Minsk tc
participate in the unsanctioned march. The number oftiggrants reached 3000 people.
They were holding whiteed-white flags, posters, were singing Belarusian songs. Great
concentration of police and special forces could be noticed in the area of the square.
Uladzimir Naumaw the minister of the internal affaisupervised the event. The
policemen were repeatedly ordering the people to disperse, reminding of the
administrative and criminal punishment for violating of social order. The participants
moved along Tankavaya and Dorsa streets to the Masheraw Av&haecolumn tried to
turn to Freedom Square but police and special forces blocked the way. The minister
himself was standing in front of them and directing the participants to the monument.
The people had to turn to the small area before the monument (dedat to the victory
against fascism), where the improvised rally began. Several people made speeches
+ Al OKlI afl ¢ {A6O0OKe| O6RSLlzie KSIR 2F .tC
! RN} RT KSyyS£¢os t1I QI f { SOAL NEB Y Sardh (sosi@d S| F
RSY2ONI GAO LI NI& dbl NRBRYF&lF | NYFRIE FNI

Additional police forces were brought to the scene by buses and cars. They lined in ¢
dljdz- NBX KSIF @GAy3 adzNNRdzyR GKS RSY2yaidNI G
area pushing people tthe park. First detentions were made. People were taken out of
the crowd and brought to the buses. The participants tried to save the detained and the
fighting began. In half an hour the action was dispersed.

In Minsk the police detained Vincuk Viacorkhairperson of the Belarusian Popular
Front, Ales Bialatski, chairperson of the Human Rights Center "Viasna", Ludmile
Hraznova, member of the Supreme Soviet of the 13th convocation, acting chairperson of
Christian Conservative Party Yuras Belenki andrstieeople in civil clothes, who came
on "Volga" and 4 "Zhyguli", detained about 10 people on Charviakova Street. Viachaslav
Alkhowski was brutally beaten when detained. Yawhenia Pikul (under age granddaughtel
of human rights activist Valery Shchukin) walgeased from police station and given back
to her mother. In general, the police detained 15 people during and after the action.
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In Hrodna Belarusian Popular Front initiated and organized the celebration of the
Freedom Day. The action lasted for aboubd Zours. Hrodna authorities permitted to
conduct a rally in Leninski Komsomol Park. But the participants started to get together at
2 p.m. on Lenin Square, in the center of the city, as it had been planned before. The
square was surrounded by special fageolice. The policemen blocked the square and
ordered the people to disperse, saying that the square had been mined. About 5
thousand people, who had come to the celebration, found themselves in a park across
the road. It was impossible to go anywhere rfrahat place. The action participants
protested by sitting down on the ground. Gradually the policemen pushed the people to
the bridge. The participants headed to Kalozha church, marching down the central streets
of the city. The police followed very cldgeThe people gathered near Kalozha church for
the rally. Siarhei Malchyk, chair of Hrodna BPF, Uladzimir Khilmanovich, chair of Hrodn:
Lew Sapeha Foundation, V. Sazonaw, chair of Hrodna Belarusian Social democrat
Hramada and Sviatlana Nekh, vid®ir of "Maladaya Hramada" took the floor. Before
GKS FTOGA2y GKS LRtAOS RSGFIAYSR FYyR 0S5
correspondent Dzmitry Yahoraw (underage). Before the meeting began he made severa
photos of the special buses designed to transpatathed and arrested people. Several
L2t AO0OSYSY ddFrO1SR KAYXZ G221 0GKS OF YSNI
any attention to his words that he was a journalist. In the bus the policemen ordered him
to sit dawn on the floor and put his hand bet his head. Then they started to beat him
with fists and feet to the head and chest. At the time specially trained dog was in the bus.
CKS LIR2tAOSYSY LINK&aSR (KS &2dzy3a 22dzNY I
02 YSSUG GKS R2 IKSEY AtyKIS 8K AGYSYNEX 2 (ISK NaShHE € FA Y F
GKS LI LISNWE 2KSy (GKS 22dzNylFftAad FaisSR G
beaten again. Afterwards they gave back the broken camera, recorder and let him go.

In Vitebsk, the united oppason celebrated Freedom Day by a rally on Lenin Square.
About 100 people (mostly members of the 3 parties: BSDH, BPF and UCP) gathered he
at noon. Members of Christian Conservative Party conducted unauthorized pickets near
Ratusha Square and on Voli Sgua

In Brest the police detained 4 people. Yawhen Bialasin, Vital Lazarenkaw, Vikta
Kuchynski distributed Freedom day cards on Savetskaya and Mayakowskaha Street. Th
were detained together with a passély who stopped for a few minutes (his last name is
unknown).

In Maladechna a festive meeting was organized. The participants listened to reports
from the history of Belarusian People's Republic. Organizers read the letter of
congratulation by Ivonka Survilla, the present head of BPR government. The meeting
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ended with a concert of Andrei Melnikaw, famous sirgeng writer, Maladechna poet
Lavon Tsimokhin and choir, headed by Alaksei Fralow. The meeting participants brough
flowers to the memorial sign "To Martyrs for Freedom and Independence of Belarus".

In Homel the police detain Anatol Paplawny, the head of Homel branch of Belarusian
Popular Front, during the festive picket. The picketers were distributing leaflets. Anatol
Paplawny was released after he signed the report of detention.

In Shklow festive faball event took place. At the same time Belarusian Popular
Front members spread leaflets, which congratulated the citizens to the Freedom Day.

In Shchuchyn the members of the local democratic organizations conducted a
Freedom Day picket, which lasted rhours. The picketers held the following slogans:
“Long Live Democratic and Independent Belarus!”, "Decent Life to Every Person!", "We
will not let engage Belarus in foreign wars!". The picket participants distributed
independent democratic press and fesdds. The picket drew much attention and interest,
especially among young people. On the eve of the Freedom Day, graffiti appeared in the
town: "Long Live Belarus!" and "God. Belarus. Freedom", and others.

In Babruisk about 100 people took part in a FEle® Day picket, which lasted for 2.5
hours. Activists handed out leaflets and "Rabochy" newspaper. The special service
agents videetaped the participants. However, in spite of the fact, that the action was
unauthorized, nobody was detained.

In Kletsk lgal activists conducted a festive meeting in the office of NGO "Center of
Europe". The meeting was organized by local BPF.

On March 25 15 participants of the Freedom Day were detained in Minsk. Trials over
the detained continued till the end of the month.

March 26 in Central district court.

Maxim Kukso (born in 1980) detained near the monument dedicated to the victory
over fascism. Spent the night in custody. The judge Natalla Vaitsiakhovich delayed the
trial to 10 a.m. of March 27.

Dzmitry Chubarenka (20 years old) detained near the monument. Spent the night in
custody in Akrestsina Street. The judge Natalla Vaitsiakhovich considered the case
According to article 167/1 part 2 of the Administrative Code (repeated participation in
unsanctioned action he was sentenced to 10 days in prison.
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Elina Novik (born in 1975 detained near the monument. Spent the night in
custody in Akrestsina Street. The judge Natalla Vaitsiakhovich considered the case
according to the article 167/1 part 2h@ trial is delayed to 14:00 on March 27

Viktar Bekesh (born in 192§)detained near the monument. Released for the night.
The judge Pawluchuk gave him a warning according to the article 167/1 part 1.

Dzmitry Kuzmitski (Lida city inhabitamt)detainednear the monument. The judge
Pawluchuk considered the article 167/1 part 1. The trial is delayed to 14:00 on March 28.

Nina Yarmalinskaya (retired)detained near the monument. Released for the night.
The trial is delayed

losif Burko¢ detained on Arlowkaya street with Vincuk Viacorka. The judge
Pawluchuk considered the article

167/1. The trial is delayed to 12:00 on March 29.

1fSa . ALfFrdGalA O0KSIFR h¥F 1w/ daxAlayl £0
the night in custody in Akrestsina StreeteTjudge Pawluchuk considered the article
167/1 part 2 (organization of the unsanctioned action). The trial is delayed to 12:00 on
April 2

Ludmila Hraznova (deputy of 13th Supreme coungail¢tained near the monument.
Spent the night in custody in Akresta Street. The judge Natalla Vaitsiakhovich
considered the article 167/1 part 1. Sentenced to 20 minimal salaries fine.

+AyOdzl +AFO2NJ]F o61SFR 2F . tC da&a! RNI RI
Released from the Central district police department afi2t:00. Judge Natalla
Vaitsiakhovich considered the article 167/2 of the Administrative Code. The trial is
delayed to 14:00 on March 28.

Mikhail Valochka (born in1934) detained near the monument. Released after
20:00. The judge Natalla Vaitsiakhovichnsidered the article 167/1 part 1 of the
Administrative Code. The trial is delayed to 10:00 on March 28.

March 27 in Central district court of Minsk.

1. Elina Novik (born in 1975, dentist from Slutsk districtyletained near the
monument. Spent the nightin custody in Akrestsina Street. The judge Natalla
Vaitsiakhovich considered the case according to the article 167/1 part 2. And sentencec
Elina to 20 minimal salaries fine (114000BRB, about 100$). In the court Elina Novik spok
only Belarusian. Sheexplay SR (G KS LI NUAOALI GA2Yy AY GKS
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as a saint day for Belarus. The Belarusian People Republic was announced this day
wanted to celebrate this day by walking along the streets with the small whdevhite

flag. Special dOS a4 a2f RSNER (2271 Yeé FflF3 Fglte | yR
Ffr3a gréo L ¢gla LWMzZ2KSR (2 GKS 0dzadé ¢g
giving evidence in the couqg Siarhei Kavalewski and Alexander Kowtun. They told that
they had an order to notice the most active participants and detain them. According to
GKSAN)] SOARSYOS 90 b2@A|l 6l a RSUIAYSR A
GINI 6O6AY3I (GUKS LREtAOSYSY o6& GKS dzyAFTF2NXNE
detention of Elina were shown by different information agencies.

2.Maxim Kukso (born in 1980, student of medical college) detained near the
monument dedicated to the victory over fascism. Spent the night in custody. Judge
Natalla Vaitsiakhovich sentenced Maxto 20 minimal salaries fine (114000BRB, about
100%).

On March 27 chairperson of Belarusian Popular Front Vincuk Viacorka, his deputy
Alaksei Kavalets, chair of United Civic Party Anatol Labedzka, deputy chair of Belarusic
Social democratic Party (Namaya Hramada) Alaksei Karol, and a member of "Viasna"
Barys Giunter conducted a pressnference, dedicated to events of March 25 in Minsk.
Peaceful rally was violently dispersed, some action participants were beaten and
detained. Anatol Labedzka statedvihister of Internal Affairs Naumaw played a small
Chechnya war". The political leaders think, that pressure will grow till presidential
election, but democratic forces will be doing everything possible in order to win.

March 28, Centralny district court.

1. Vincuk Viacorka (Chair of Belarusian Popular Frofiigd an appeal for the trial
to be conducted in Belarusian, which is one of the official languages. Judge Natalle
Vaitsiakhovich refused to satisfy his request, but Viacorka insisted. The judgeraed
a break for 1 hour, and later postponed the trial to March 29.

2. Mikhail Valochka; judge Natalla Vaitsiakhovich fined him 20 minimal wages
(about $100) (article 167.1 part 1 of the Administrative Offences Code)

3. Dzmitry Kuzmitskj judge Pawlchuk announced a reprimand (article 167.1 part 1
of the Administrative Offences Code)

March 29, Centralny district court.

1. losif Burkag judge Pawluchuk announced a reprimand (article 167.1 part 1 of the
Administrative Offences Code)
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2. Vincuk Viacorkqjudge Natalla Vaitsiakhovich violated all norm of the procedure:
she did not let attorney Tsurko to defend Viacorka, deprived Viacorka of the right to have
the final speech, and did not satisfy any of the appeals. The trial startd®.60 and
continued till 12.00. Then the judge announced a break till 4.00 p.m. At 5.30 p.m. the
judge turned out all appeals as "not linked to the case" and immediately read out the
verdict to arrest Viacorka for 15 days. Viacorka was immediately takencumstody
under supervision of deputy head of Centralny DBIA Barsukow. Uladzimir Labkovich,
member of the legal group of Belarusian Popular Front, who was present in the court,
declared: "The judge violated the legislation by not giving the floor tccovika's
defender: she violated Viacorka's right to legal assistance, to use the services of a lawyel
The defender was left to play a secondary role. The judge demonstrated her
incompetence and conscious disrespect to law". Vincuk Viacorka said befogetgdire
Detention Center: "This does not have any lingitsarefaced violation of the procedures
and barefaced violation of my rights. All the breaks and delays demonstrate that the
judge was receiving direct instructions from the top political officahIBelarus”.

3. Dzmitry Kuzmitskj judge Pawluchuk announced a reprimand (article 167.1 part 1
of the Administrative Offences Code)

Belarusian Popular Front consider such actions of the regime as panic, full
uncertainty in their future, which can be mmmand more seen with the election coming

up.

hy al NOK HT GKS fSFRSNJ 2F a4, 2dzy3 CNRY
TV center on Makayonka Street. Paval Seviarynets was brought to the Pershamaisl
district police department, than to the Centralsttict police department. At 16:20 he
was brought to the Central district court. The judge Pawluchuk considered the case
according to the article 167/1 part 2 (organization or repeated participation in
unsanctioned action). It was meant the action of Mar25 ¢ Freedom Day this time.
Paval Seviarynets appealed for the defender. Because of this the trial was delayed tc
12:00 on April 5.

On April 2, 2001 the Vitebsk Kastrychnitski District Court considered the case of the
18 February ecological picket paipants, directed against building of a Russian Petrol
Enterprise in the free economic zone. Judge Aksana Afanaseva found the pickets guilty c
violation of order of the picket organization and holding and passed the following
sentences: Iryna Baidagwarning; Eduard Baidakwarning; Siarhei Anisimoviahfine of
150 minimal salaries (app. $657). On April 3 Yury Belenki was summoned to court. H
was accused of having taken part in one of the actions devoted to the celebration of the



REVIEWCHRONICLE OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN BROBRUS IN

March 25 Freedom Dayh& weltknown Belarusian defense lawyer Vera Stramkowskaya

defended him in the Minsk Central District Court. The policemen who were giving
SPGARSY OS> 3AFI@PS FlLitasS (SadtAy2yArASad C2N A
0KS . A0fSé¢ KSYRURFTEREFNRSt SYPAL SAYyl &l {
KSNRPAO OAG@ 2F aAyaléd .dziX al 22N . | N&dz
because the latter was at that time at Skaryna Square (the two mentioned places are
quite far from each other)He was there as the Conservat@éristian Party planned to

OF NNBE 2dzi AdGa | OGA2y i LYRSLISYRSYOS {|
the place.

On April 4 the trial over Yury Belenki was continued in Minsk Central District Court.
Judge Natad#l Vaitsiakhovich sentenced him to 15 days of arrest in the detention center in
Akrestsina Street.

On April 4 in Barysaw a picket in support of the Russian Independecdripany
NTV was carried out. Members of the Belarusian Sdemiocratic Party (BSDP)
Alexander Abramovich, Alesia Yasiuk, Maryna Statkevich, Zmitser Fiadorchanka and Al

. FNYRdzf I ¢Syl 2dzi (G2 GKS . I NeBale¢g [/ SyiNT
quarter of an hour all the pickets were detained. The trial was appointed on 12gnm
April 5.

The Barysaw Town Court sentenced A. Abramovich to 10 days of imprisonment for
violation of the second part of Article No. 167.1 (organization of an unauthorized picket).
M. Statkevich, Z. Fiadorchanka and A. Baradula were warned. A. YasRiy QG O2 Y
the court as inthe caizLd G KSNB 41 ayQid aLISOALFf AT SR GFf
come to and the capacity in which she was summoned.

On April 4 in Hrodna the trials over the BPF activists Vadzim Saranchukow (Head c
the Hrodna branch othe Young Front) and Siarhei Malchyk (Chairman of the BPF
branch), accused of organization of an unauthorized procession on March 25, were
delayed. The cases of two more Hrodna citizens, Andrei Mialeshka and Alexande
Mikhalchyk, are also pending trial.

On April 5 in Vitebsk youth organizations carried out a picket in support of the
imprisoned opposition leaders. Viktar Shlakhtsin, Head of Vitebsk branch of the Younc
Front, Yury Korban, the executive secretary of the Public association Center of Youtt
M GAF GADBSEa aY2YyOdzNES YR YFaddza { Y2t Al
LI2A0SNBE GAGK GKS F2tft20Ay3 AYyaONALIIAZ2Yya
.St NHzAALFY 2L AAGAZ2Y Ay OdzZl +Al O2 Nbel |
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release the detainees were handed out. In spite of the fact that the action was
unauthorized, the police appeared only in 50 minutes after it had begun. The policemen
GLRfAGSEe AYOAGSRE GKS LWMAO1SGa G2 |1 Lkt
the flag and the posters. After this the detained were released.

On April 17 the administrative case against the retired Nina Yarmalinskaya who was
detained on thenp 2F al NOK RdzZNAYy3I GCNBSR2Y 51
policemen who were detaining the woman were called to court as withesses. They told
that the order was to detain the most active participants, and N. Yarmalinskaya was
holding whitered-white fla3 ® { KS ¢l a4y Qi RSYASR KSNJ LJ N
2F al NOK Aa F 3INBIIG K2f ARF& F2NJ KSNJ (KI
participate in the action. The judge t. Pawluchuk gave her official warning.

On April 26, anniversary of Chelbyyl disaster, people gathered on the Freedom
aljdzr NE 0 mMTYnnd ¢KS FOGA2Yy 06S3ty FNRY
OFryRfSad ! NIA&AG | SYyFRT 5NI}YTR2¢ YIFRS I al
' FOSN) GKS Y2 dzNY A ANDIYSENDDAIOS LS BYWSKKS ¢
5dzNAYy 3 GKS aY2daNYy Ay 3 K2 dzNE LIS2 LI S &SNS
Pawlava played Shubert works, famous sirgmngg NA G SNJ t A F O N2  wdza I ¢

The action started at 18:10 from the Fremd Square, the column marched through
Internatsianalnaya Street and Kupalawskaya Street, Skaryna Avenue and directed to th
Academy of Science. More than 5 thousands people took part in the march. The police
RARY QU Ay (SNNHZI Y2 @ IheSDifidals &b first deSied B8 iatcyf a (
from Freedom square to Independence Square had to agree on the compromise. Before
the event there was the unofficial agreement with the police officials about the route of
the march: Freedom SquartgAcademy of Sciee that is why no policemen followed the
march. There was a brief meeting near the Academy of Science where the oppositior
leaders made their speeches.

The actions in all Belarusian cities took place within the Chernobyl march. In
Mahilow the representaves of BPF organized a few actions. On April 26 the press
conference dedicated to Chernobyl problems was conducted in the city. The
representatives of the local mass media were present there. Henadz Hrushavy, the
LINBaARSY(d 2F (KS KKINYA2(68e { T 2/ dgyAR I RINIRYYE o O 2
humanitarian help of the radiation center was distributed among the former liquidators
(the policemen) and children of one of the city asylums. The head of the local BPF branct
Anatol Fiodaraw, states that humgarian action is going to be continued. The pouring
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commemorate the victims of Chernobyl disaster. The police tried to detain Anatol
Fiodaraw as the organizer ofthelad 2y > (1 K2dzZaK KS RARY QO | LJ

In Mazyr the executive committee banned the action dedicated to the tragedy. But
GKS 2NHEIFIYAT SNE RARY QO OIFyOSt GKSANI AydS)
place. About 40 people gathered togetheranghe Chernobyl church. The same amount
of the police was already waiting for them. The participants were holding the candles and
0KS @e2dziK ¢SNB akKz2dziAy3ay ¢S ¢lyid G2
2NHBHI yAT SNEA ¢SNB OFég tISRI SING IHLIRRADS aF2 NI |

In Baranavichy several dozens of people gathered in the center of the city at 17:00
to commemorate the victims of the tragedy. They were holding the posters with the
radiation signs, candles, whited-white cross. They were as well distiting the
YFGSNAFfa RSRAOFGSR G2 GKS FYYyAOBSNALF NEB
touch the participants but after 40 minutes they started threatening people with arrest
and made them stop the mourning action and leave the place.

In Slonimthe picket dedicated to the 15th anniversary started at 17:00. There were
about 10 people with the materials of the issue. They were distributing special editions of
G.tC bSgaé IyR dwl o20Keéé¢ ySégalLl LISNA D

In Brest the mourning services were conducted ithhakc and union churches. After
them the participants went to the main street of the citiyMasheraw Ave. About 200
people were standing along the avenue in the coats with the radiation sign and with
Ol yRf Sad ¢KSYy (GKS& YI NOKSROAVISWI I (CKKSS NS
L2t AOSYSY o0dzi (GKS@ RARY QU AYGSNFSNBE gAFk

In the center of Barysaw more than 150 people gathered to commemorate the
victims of the disaster. They formed the chain and were holding the candles. The police
detainedg R 4 S| NOK (GKS KSFIR 2F GKS €201t | w/
him free after a while. Before the action a 16 years old boy was detained in the builders
college. He was brought to the local police department and then they took him to his
home. His parents were absent there at the moment. The policemen conducted
unsanctioned search in the flat, found 8 opposition stickers and several pin labels. The)
GSNE GKNBI0SyAy3d GKS o062 YR alF ROA&ASRE F

In Homel more ther200 participants came to the action in spite of hard rain. They
were holding the candles and singing mourning songs.
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In Salihorsk there was a picket, dedicated to the consequences of the Chernobyl
disaster. The police detained Anatol Loban and Siarhei Sulim (migrant from Chernoby
zone). The picket was not authorized. The detained got summons to court.

Some time ago Maay (May 1) was referred to as the international day of workers'
solidarity. Now in Belarus it has another naméay of Work, Peace and Spring. Not only
Communists, but also Soc@mocrats think of it as "their" day. Over the past two years
there havebeen alternative demonstrations. This time, however, the authorities allowed
only "mass bens" in Minsk parks. Horky Park, where representatives of free trade
unions, opposition Communists and members of BSDP gathered, became the centre
place of the calbration. There were almost no incidents. The police and "plain clothes”,
however, didn't rest. When lhnat Martsinovich, a disabled old man, went to the park with
home-made posters describing the living conditions the country's disabled, they twisted
his ams and took the posters away. Oppositimd celebrations accompanied by small
incidents also took place in other Belarusian cities.

In Homel about 10 000 were compelled to take part in the official May Day
procession. However, only 1 500 reached thecpl@f the meeting, Rebellion square.
During the action Homel Central DBIA officers headed by the police captain Siarhe
Yafimaw, tried to detain two workers holding the posters "Let's Make World Prices Meet
Our Salaries!", "Let's Give Lukashenka $100 &b Hé& Doesn't Prevent Us from Earning
More!" The workers, Anatol Paplawny and Ivan Adamenka refused to yield to the police
claims and sat down on the pavement in protest. Captain Yafimenka made a riot call. As
result of the police actions people startéd gather around the fights, having forgotten
about the tribune speakers. At the same time Anatol Paplawny stood up in front of the
tribune of the veterans and the local authorities and raised a colored photo of Alexander
Lukashenka with 1 ruble banknot@ess than one cent) stuck all around. The subheading
had this: "Power- to me, soil- to directors of collective farms, povertyto workers,
serfdom- to peasants, dolesto budget workers, the right to workfor free, the right to
run business for money, who disagrees go to jail. Vote for me, and you're sure to
receive $100 by the end of the next century". When the officials spoke from their
tribunes, the police captain tried to take the workers with the "wicked" posters away. A
number of policemerand " invisible front plairtiothed workers" grabbed the poster, put
Anatol Paplawny up and carried him away from the square. Ivan Smolikaw, Head of
Central DBIA, arrived at the scene. When asked, what violations the workers had
committed, he answered the were none, and the detainee would be released soon.
However, in several minutes the police made an attempt to detain Ivan Adamenka as
well. He resisted, they tore the poster out of his hands. In 10 minutes Anatol Paplawny
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came back. The workers wereaalled to leave the place of the incident, but without the
posters and passports, that were taken away by the police. But, in spite of the statement
that they had made no violations, they were fined 1 minimal salary each on May 4 when
they come to the CentitdDBIA to get their passports.

20 representatives of Hrodna Youth Coalition of Democratic Organizations were
detained in Hrodna during the May 1 action. The members of the coalition planned to go
to the central square of the city with whiteed-white flags. But near Lenin Square, where
the action was supposed to take place, Vadzim Saranchukow, head of the local "Youn
Front", and Zmitser lvanowski, a member of the BPF "Adradzhenne”, were detained. The
police confiscated the flags and brought the detainenl lteninski district police
department. During the action the following people were arrested: members of BPF
"Adradzhenne" and BPF party Valery Kisel, Veranika Bystrytskaya, Andrei Mialeshka ar
Pavel Mazheika Valantsin Askirka, "Pahonia" newspaper reporthead of "Maladaya
Hramada", Sviatlana Nekh, deputy head of "Maladaya Hramada", Andrei Stsiapura
member of "Young Front", Mishyk Airapetyan, Free Trade Union representative, Mikhail
Patreba, head of the local "Narodnaya Hramada" branch. The journalfstecal
independent newspapers "Pahonia” and "Birzha Infarmatsyi" were detained as well.
Uniformed and civilhdressed policemen were detaining the participants. The
"explanations" were made on each case (about 20 people). Valantsin Askirka, Head ©
"Maladaya Hramada", detained for the violation of Article *5fisorderly conduct and
disregard for police orders. Askirka himself commented the detention: "l believe that
Hrodna police were following the order of the local city executive committee Pashkevich
The policemen were arresting everybody who had flags or flyers.

In Brest, at the May Day procession organized by the authorities Uladzimir Vialichkin
and Kiryl Danko, who were distributing the special number of the newspaper "Rabochy"
(devoted to the afermath of the Chernobyl catastrophe) were detained. As the
organizers of the informational campaign "Chernobyl Way" promised, it lasted for two
weeks and was to end on May 1. It was decided to hand out the last 100 copies of the
special "Rabochy" issue the people who were ordered by the authorities to take part in
the official demonstration. The paper caused great interest on the part of the people.
Approximately at 10 a.m. the police detained the newspaper distributors, Uladzimir
Vialichkin and Kiryl@nko. First, the detainees were taken to the Brest Regional Board of
Internal Affairs, where the "discussion” of some newspaper articles took place. Then they
were transferred to the Leninski DBIA to be kept till 11 a.m. but the officers did not draw
up detention reports. Then the policemen released Vialichkin and Danko, returned them
the newspaper copies.



REVIEWCHRONICLE OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN BR0SR AN

Approximately at the same time the police tried to prevent members of the
Belarusian Socilemocratic Party "Narodnaya Hramada" and members of the
Belausian Free Tradanion from participating in the procession in a separate column
under their own flags. On the eve of the holiday they, as well as the Brest branch of
Belarusian Communist Party, were prohibited to carry out an independent procession
and ameeting, referring to the fact that the only organization of the celebration was the
Brest City Executive Committee (CEC). Besides, the opposition parties and the trad
unions were warned that at this action only official symbols could be used.

OnApriHy t dzof AO | aad20AFGA2Y a[ S3AFE | aaAa
in order to draw the attention of the public to the problem of famous people
disappearance and political prisoners in Belarus. 30 people took part in the action.

On May 2 in Hrodna the trial over Valantsin Askirka, who had been detained on May
1 during the wholecity demonstration, began. The defendant was accused of the
violation of Article No. 156 of the Code of Administrative Infringements (minor disorderly
conduct). But the policevitnesses gave contradictory testimonies. And the four
gAlYySaasSa FTNRY !'a{1{AN]lFQa aARS &l AlReche& I
was attaching the whiteged-white flag onto the flagstick. As a result judge Dzemchanka
postponed the trial to May 8. The persecution will search for new witnesses.

Ly al& G4KS FTOGAz2y a2S glyd G2 1y28 (EF
United Civic Party, devotes it to the fate of the victims of political repression, who died or
did I LILISF NBR RdzNAY 3 [dzl F AKSY 1l Qa NMzZ Sd ¢ KS
this issue. At 11.30 a.m. on May 7 four people from Barysaw came to Kastrychnitskay:
square holding different posters. It is a wikeHown fact that two years ago on M& Yury
Zakharanka disappeared. It was decided to picket the Minsk City Executive Committee tc
OFff LlzoftAO FFOGGSyGdAaz2zy G2 GKAA LINRoOfSY«
BE 1 KFENFY1FKE G2K2 Aa YySEGKE 2 KSNB sk
YN} a2ga{lAKé dallyRa 2FF hLILRAAGAZ2YHE »BY
Padzolka and the underage Tatsiana Yasiuk had hardly unpacked their posters when the
were arrested by the policemen with A. Barsukow headed by the Chief of Central DBIA
On May 8 the case against Zmitser Fiadorchanka was considered at Minsk Central Distri
Court. He was accused of having violated Article 167.1 of the Code of Administrative
Infringements (participation in an unauthorized picket ). Judge Vaitsiakhovieti 80
minimal salaries. The case against Ales Baradula will be considered on May 14 at 10 a.
Siarhei Padzolka and Tatsiana Yasiuk were freed at once.
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On May 14 the trial against Ales Baradula took place at Minsk Central District Court.
He was accused ofolating Article No. 167.1 of the Code of Administrative Infringements
of the Republic of Belarus for having taken part in the action devoted to the second
anniversary of Yury Zakharanka, carried out in Barysaw on May 7. Judge Natall:
Vaitsiakhovich fine the defendant 20 minimal salaries.

On May 16 three people were detained in Minsk while picketing in front of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs building against the disappearance of Belarusian public
activists. The detained are Ludmila Bazhok, Lavon Malakand Lavon Sadowski. The
pickets were holding portraits of Viktar Ganchar and Anatol Krasowski who had
disappeared on September 16, 1999. Police Major Alexander Barsukow took the
detainees to the Minsk Central Board of Internal Affairs.

On May 16 from2 till 4 p.m. a picket was carried out at the place where Viktar
Ganchar and Anatol Krasowski had disappeared on September 16, 1999.

It was members of the United Civic Party (Viktar Ganchar, as well, as Yury
Zakharanka, had also been its member) who oized the picket. The picket participants
were holding portraits of the disappeared. The police stood nearby and observed the
picket A police officer came closer and noted down the names of the picketers.

At the time of the picket there the picketers no#éid the policemen from the special
L2 f AOS aljdza R 1y26y |ad (GKS GaSAl dzNB 3INRcC
later witness against them in court. They were going to a shop, situated near the place of
the picket. They went out with a sausaey R (162 020Gt SA dEF D2 |
GSNBE AyadzZ GAy3 22daNyFfAaGa gAGK F2dz |
AK20GH¢ ! FOSNI GKIFId GKSe& ¢Syid G2 GKS odzAf F

On May 18 Minsk witnessed several actich& LINRP GSad F 3l Ayai
.St FNHzAALFY tS2L) SQa !'aasSvyofeéeg O2yRdzOGSR
made short work of the otherwise minded. In the morning about 30 activists of the
ConservativeChristian Party carried out a peaceful aatiin Kastrychnitskaya Square
2112 AaA0S GKS tFfFOS 2F wSLlzof 3O NibigsAAIKY K
l 3aSYofeéd 2A0KAY &aSOSNIt YAydzwiSa &az2ys$s
documents, assaulted the action participants. They seized aired people, forced
them into cars. Uladzimir Yukho, one of the Conservdiladstian Party leaders was
taken to the 6th Clinical Hospital with a broken arm. In the morning several dozens of
people were detained. The detained Zakharevich had a hegatlat At 3.40 p.m. the
G, 2dzy3 CNRyYyiGé¢ YSYOSNARA OFNNRARSR 2dzi +y IO
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pioneer ties along Lenin street and Francysk Skaryna Avenue. The aim of the action we
G2 aK2g OGKS Fylf23e o0SGsSSy uk6f waxdiguesr o f
lY2y3 G0KS RSGIAYSR GaLA2YySSNEe ogSNB ! fSa
Kunitsa, and Maxim Azaronak. According to Ales Pantsialei, one of the people in plair
clothes, who were sitting in the car, had a gas balloon imaigl. The police took the
detained into the hall of a building and kept them there till 7 p.m. At the same time the
f S RSN 2F GKS G, 2dzy3d CNRyuae tl @St {SOALN
District Board of Internal Affairs. The policemeammised him to register him as a man
with an undetermined place of residence (which means that they could do anything with
him without being punished). In 4 hours and a half Seviarynets was released. He thinks i
was done because of an order of the higlaethorities. In the evening, after the end of

the assembly, activists of the United Civic Party and other opposition movements made &
chain along Francysk Skaryna Avenue. They were holding portraits of the disappeare:
people (Viktar Ganchar, Anatol KraséwsYury Zakharanka, and Zmitser Zavadski).
People in plain clothes ringed all ways to Kastrychnitskaya Square. All of them were
wearing Fshirts, had strong muscles and closely cropped haircuts. Valantsin Stefanovicr
and Vera Stramkowskaya, representaivef human rights organizations, repeatedly
RSYlIYRSR (0KI{d GKS&AS LIS2LX S aK2g UGKSANI L
I NE ©@2f dzy § SSNA HEX F@2SNEHNS | KROIYS&RS 20GKS
probably, all of them were workers of the presid@l security. They forced the action
participants into the underground. Here the journalist and the human rights activist
Valery Shchukin was detained. The machos twisted his arms and got him into a car. At th
underground entrance four were detained féf2 €t RAy 3 (KS &aGNBI YS
.St FNYzZAHR ! FOSNI Y2ad FOGA2Y LI NIAOALN vy
activists. The police detained Vital Novikaw, Ales Straltsow and Siarhei Rabkevich. Ale
Straltsow was severely beaten. Witnesses sk eight people in plain clothes were
beating and kicking him into kidneys. Then the detainees were taken to the Leninski
DBIA, where administrative violations reports were composed and they were made to
sign documents obliging them to come to the Minsty ®olice Department at 9 a.m. on
Monday.

At 6 p.m. on May 18 the headquarters of the Belarusian Popular Front were under
NBEAYTF2NOSR daSOdzaNAiGee¢ 2F GKS LRtAOS aLlsS
group of policemen from the special polidepartment came to the BPF headquarters
office in Varvasheni Street, 8 in Minsk. The policemen checked personal belongings o
everybody getting in or out of the headquarters. Besides, there were 6 cars with
L2t AOSYSY Ay LI Ay Ofulg that $é blogkdde N@secannedtdd S N
GAOK K2t RAYy3 27F { & F &AKA X | YQible pdiceyappearedl f
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immediately after the detention of five Young Front members in Kastrychnitskaya Square,
where the Assembly was being carried out. It isiobs that the authorities undertook
such actions as a means of scaring the democratic activists on the day of the Assembly.

On May 24 Siarhei Papkow, the vid®air of Christian Conservative Party, was tried
in Centralny Court of Minsk.

Here is his storyon the eve of May 18 (when the peaceful protest action against
[ dz] | & K S$Bdlarusian Adsdmbly was supposed to take place) Siarhei Papkow was
phoned by police lieutenant colonel Girel. He said the following: if Papkow (who was one
of the action orgaizers) forgot about the action and did not lead the people to the
square in front of the Palace of Republic, everything was going to be ok. If Papkow
refused his suggestiog he would have to stand trial for participation in the action of
April 26 (commerarating the Chernobyl anniversary). According to lawyer Tsurko, who
gl a RSTFSYRAY3I tILN28 Ay O2dzNI X GKS LI2f A
the materials of the administrative case openly show that the police politically persecutes
people ¢ they use threats to force people to refuse from their Constitutional right to
LIS OSFdzAf aaSvyofASac

During the trial the police witnesses confirmed that their reports had been drawn up
not on April 26, but on May 1%this was the order they had got. Thiact was also
confirmed by Alaksei Antsipaw and Henadz Hormash, the criminal law experts. Hormast
SOSY 6NBGS atlLlR2gé AyaluSIR 2F atl LJ26¢
announced her decisioga warning to Siarhei Papkow.

On May 24, in Hrodm judge Dzmitry Dzemchanka announced his decision on the
administrative case of Vadzim Saranchukow (article 167.1 part 2 of the Administrative
Code). Vadzim Saranchukow was detained on May 1 on the Labor Day rally. The judc
fined Vadzim 150 minimal salas. At first, they tried to accuse Vadzim in organizing the
action, but later the judge made a decision by the terms of article 167.1 part 2 of the
Administrative Code (repeated participation in an unauthorized demonstration).

On June 4 the activists &fCP, Maladaya Hramada and Young Front held a picket
dzy RSNJ GKS at23ary a2S 2Fyad G2 Yy2g ¢ NYzd¢f
hands the youth were holding portraits of the w&hown people who have disappeared:
Yu. Zakharanka, Z. Zavadski, As#ineski, A. Klimaw, portraits of H. Karpenka and L.
Maisenia.

The picket lasted for about 40 minutes. In 15 minutes after its beginning Head of the
Hrodna Leninski District Board of Internal Affairs, colonel Vasilewski (dressed as a civiliar






