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INTRODUCTION: GENERAL CONCLUSIONS AND BASIC 

TENDENCIES 

1. SYSTEM OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

The year 2003 was marked by deterioration of the human rights situation in Belarus. 

While the general human rights situation in the country did not improve, in its certain 

spheres it significantly changed for the worse. Disrespect for and regular violations of the 

basic constitutional civic rights became an unavoidable and permanent factor of the 

Belarusian reality.  

In 2003 the Belarusian authorities did not even hide their intention to maximally 

limit the freedom of speech, freedom of association, religious freedom, and human rights 

in general. These intentions of the ruling regime were declared publicly. It was a 

conscious and open choice of the state bodies constituting one of the strategic elements 

of their policy. This political process became most visible in formation and forced 

intrusion of state ideology upon the citizens. Even leaving aside the question of the 

ideology contents, the very existence of an ideology, compulsory for all citizens of the 

country, imposed through propaganda media and educational establishments, and 

fraught with punitive sanctions for any deviation from it, is a phenomenon, incompatible 

with the fundamental human right to have a personal opinion. Thus, the state policy of 

the ruling government aims to create ideological grounds for consistent undermining of 

civic freedoms in Belarus.  

The new ideology is introduced despite the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus 

which puts a direct ban on that. According to Article 4 of the Constitution, democracy in 

the country is carried out on the basis of diversity of political institutions, ideologies and 

opinions, and ideologies of political parties, religious or non-governmental organizations, 

and social groups must not be established as compulsory for the citizens. The ruling 

regime violates the constitutional norms with its own political purposes, first of all, in 

order to keep and reinforce its authoritarian rule. Introduction of the state ideology 

renders impossible the freedom of opinion, the freedom of speech, the right to spread 

information, and the religious freedom in Belarus.  

Such conditions leave no chances to claim that human rights violations in Belarus 

are just rare occurrences or uncommon examples caused by drawbacks in the work of 

individual state bodies or officials. Vice versa, human rights violations became a 

distinctive feature of the political system in Belarus, constituting one of the methods of 
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government. The Belarusian President has built up the State machinery, unable to 

perform governing functions without regular deprivation of Belarusian citizens of their 

constitutional rights.  

This system rests upon the compulsory state ideology, hostile to the very idea of 

human rights; the ideology, which provides for political basis for illegal actions of the 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƭƛǘŜǊŀǘŜǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŘƛǎǎŜƴǘΦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ όǘƘŜ ζǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭηύ ŀǊŜ 

one of the important elements in this system. The vertical is not formed through 

elections, and does not depend on the political will of the people. The executive power 

bodies report directly to the President and act on the basis of anti-legal legislation. 

Representative power bodies (the parliament and local Councils) have no real control 

over the administrative bodies and are not able to stop human rights violations or 

impede adoption of anti-legal legislation acts. Furthermore, the representative bodies 

have very few individuals, able to display disagreement with illegal actions of the 

executive bodies, which are unconditionally subordinate to the President. Finally, the 

stability of this system of human rights violations is guaranteed by courts, absolutely 

dependent on the administration; courts, which are guided not by the principles of 

lawfulness and objectivity, but by the principles of expediency for the authorities. 

Belarusian judicial system does not let the citizens defend their rights. 

Anti-legal legislation, which is not based on the supremacy of law, has become the 

normative base for systematic human rights violations. In the present Belarus the 

Constitution is not considered an act of the direct effect. It is not used in courts and 

everyday legal practice. Correspondingly, the human rights guarantees laid down in the 

Constitution have no real power. The supreme legal force in the Belarusian juridical 

system belongs not to laws, but to edicts and decrees of the President. A fair amount of 

these decrees and edicts contradict one another, the laws, the Constitution, and the 

international law. Acts, signed by the President, are in conflict with the very spirit of 

human rights.  

The system is incompatible with implementation of human rights. However, in 2003 

it acquired its final shape, providing the authorities the possibility to carry out large-scale 

campaigns directed at annihilation of basic human rights. The authorities have already 

developed a routine for such campaigns. The political leadership of the country voices an 

idea about the necessity to fight certain social phenomena, or issues a repressive legal 

act, which becomes the ground for the executive bodies to persecute individuals or 

organizations. We are not talking about restriction of rights, but about persecution and 

annihilation of social phenomena connected with civic rights and their realization in 

Belarus. In the first place, it was liquidation of non-governmental organizations and mass 
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media. When citizens turned to courts to defend their rights, the decisions of the legal 

bodies did not comply with the laws, the Constitution, and international acts, ratified by 

the Republic of Belarus. Quite on the contrary, the judicial decisions carried out the 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ζǎǘŀǘŜ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎηΦ {ƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ нлло ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ 

restrictions on the rights in this sphere.  

The state bodies used this scheme to carry out campaigns, which received the name 

ζŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎη ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-planned actions against the 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛŎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ζŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎη ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƘŜǊŜǎ ƻŦ 

the freedom of speech and freedom of associations, affecting dozens of independent 

mass media editions and non-governmental organizations. The campaigns resulted in 

disappearance of a significant number of independent editions, contraction of the 

informational space practically to the size of the state sector, and a number of human 

rights, women, youth, social NGOs, as well as regional resource centers going 

underground.  

There is a serious threat that the authorities are preparing for some large-scale 

political campaign which is to take place in the near future. That might possibly be the 

parliamentary election in the fall of 2004. However, many analysts come out with the 

suggestion that the urge to get rid of the independent press and strong NGOs is evidence 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘŜǊƳ ƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Belarusian Constitution does not allow an individual to hold the post of the President for 

more than two terms. However, the idea of extending the authority of the incumbent 

was mentioned not only by independent observers, political writers, and analysts ς it was 

publicly announced by Belarus top-ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

2003 Lukashenka himself said time and again that he did not exclude such a possibility.  

The situation with other human rights in Belarus did not improve either. Just as in 

previous years, the authorities continued to persecute dissenters, and failed to observe 

the civic rights to freedom of religion and the right to participate in peaceful assemblies. 

The authorities strongly limited the academic freedoms and the right to education, 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǘǊŀŘŜ 

union movement, as well as democratic candidates at the local election, were subjected 

to heavy pressure from the authorities. The political repression inevitably accompanied 

by violations of the basic civic rights continued without let-up.  
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2. VIOLATION OF THE RIGHT OF ASSOCIATION 

The Belarusian legislation creates a very inauspicious legal climate for existence of 

the non-governmental organizations, for exercising the constitutional right to creation 

ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ 

regulated by an authorization principle ς the activity of unregistered organizations is 

under a ban, leading to administrative responsibility, or a heavy fine, or arrest.  

In order to receive registration, an NGO has to go through a complicated procedure 

in the justice bodies. During the procedure the Ministry of Justice and the regional justice 

departments check not only the juridical compliance of the application documents with 

the law requirements, but also assess the political expediency of existence of the new 

organization. The presidential Decree created the state Commission for registration (re-

registration) of NGOs, which consists of representatives of the state ministries, 

Committee for State Security (KGB), and the Security Council. The main function of the 

Committee is to serve as a political filter and disallow registration of NGOs unwanted by 

the current regime (youth, human rights, political organizations). The Commission works 

in secret, behind closed doors and very slowly ς making the registration process last for 

years. For example, the umbrella association of NGOs The Assembly spent 18 months 

waiting for the decision on its registration, yet negative in the end. In the end, this 

biggest umbrella association of Belarusian non-governmental organizations failed to 

obtain the legal status.  

Since 1999 none of new human rights organizations was registered in the country 

because of the current registration procedure. This does not mean that organizations are 

not created. They are, but the authorities deny them registration. At the same time, 

unregistered status significantly impedes effective human rights work.  

In 2003 many newly-created NGOs were rejected registration for political reasons. 

For example, in Homel youth NGO The Circle of Initiative Youth was not registered for the 

reason that its founders had been members of The Hart youth NGO liquidated earlier. In 

opinion of the officials of Homel justice department their former membership was 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ζǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ law violations and oriented 

ŀǘ ŘŜǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅηΦ Lƴ нлло ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ 

registration to the Assembly of NGOs, Belarusian Association of Resource Centers, Young 

Social Democrats, Human rights House NGO (Smarhon), and dozens of other NGOs of 

national and regional levels.  

At the same time, pro-governmental pseudo-NGOs are created. In 2003 their status 

ǿŀǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜŘƛŎǘ Іоор ζhƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ-non-governmental 
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ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎη ŘŀǘŜŘ Wǳƭȅ олΣ н003. This act created the basis for expansion of such 

organizations like Belarusian National Youth Union. Such associations are completely 

controlled and financed by the government, performing the function of state 

management in the public sphere. Membership in such organizations is stimulated with 

various privileges, as well as threats and blackmailing. For example, every state college 

and university has a quota percentage of students who must be members of the 

Belarusian National Youth Union (BRSM). College and university administrations threaten 

exam problems or even exclusion to students who do not want to join the state youth 

organization. Smaller youth organizations and clubs in the regions are suggested to either 

get under the roof of BRSM, or stop their activity. School students are forced to join the 

pro-governmental pioneer organization. The experience of work in the youth sphere is 

passed on to other spheres τ the state will rely only on selected pseudo-non-

governmental structures, which create the visibility of existence of civic society in the 

country, in reality being an element of the state machinery.  

The authorities also focus on counteracting the human rights activity of NGOs and 

on creation of legal obstacles for such activities. Thus, on April 15, 2003, Presidential 

5ŜŎǊŜŜ І мо ζhƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛŎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎη ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ 

NGOs appear in court for citizens, who are not members of these NGOs. This right is 

enjoyed only by barristers, members of the state Bars (the institute of private barristers 

was liquidated earlier). Thus, the possibility to legally defend the tights of citizens in court 

has become significantly complicated.  

However, the most flagrant and systematic infringement of the right of association 

was tƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƻŦ bDhǎΩ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ нллоΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 

justice departments filed several dozen of NGO liquidation suits to the courts. Regional 

resource centers and a number of influential non-governmental organizations playing a 

significant role in the public life of the Belarusian society lost their legal status.  

By the end of 2003 we recorded over 20 cases of closure of NGOs of both national 

and regional level. A number of liquidation cases are still considered by courts.  

Both smaller organizations and the strongest NGOs of authority found themselves 

under attack. Their names are widely known in the community: Hrodna regional 

association Ratusha, Homel regional association Civic Initiatives, Baranavichy Regional 

Development Agency Varuta, Vitebsk Youth Initiatives Center Kontur, etc. The liquidation 

wave affected youth, human rights, women, and social NGOs: the Youth Christian Social 

¦ƴƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ζ±ƛŀǎƴŀηΣ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ tǳōƭƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

LutskevƛŎƘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ƴǎǿŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ζ/ŀǎǎƛƻǇŜƛŀηΣ 
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Rechytsa city organization of Chernobyl disaster eliminators, the Association of Young 

Entrepreneurs, The Helpful Hand charitable organization, and others.  

Most frequent grounds for liquidation were the following: irregularities in record 

keeping and design of letter heads, usage of shortened names of organizations, and 

violation of legal address registration procedure. Among other claims, which led to 

liquidation, were publishing and printing activities, usage of foreign grants, failure to 

provide membership list and other information to the Ministry of Justice, participation in 

elections and election observation, violation of tax legislation, representing citizens in 

courts and offering legal advice to citizens, and carrying out activities, which were not 

stipulated by a Statute (environmental activities, for example), etc.  

In the established judicial practice of hearing liquidation suits filed by the Justice 

Ministry, a non-governmental organization can be liquidated without any prior warnings. 

Belarusian courts (including the Supreme Court) base their decisions on Art 57 of the 

/ƛǾƛŎ /ƻŘŜΣ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ζhƴ tǳōƭƛŎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎηΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ 

complicated liquidation procedure for NGOs demanding issue of prior warnings to an 

NGO. Thus, at present an NGO might be closed down for a single violation of the 

legislation (including various instructions and norms) of any level of gravity. In conditions 

of the contradictory legislation that means that any organization is subject to liquidation 

any moment ς significance of infringement and time limitation count for nothing if it is 

the political will of the state authorities.  

During the case hearings the courts do not make an objective legal evaluation of 

bDhǎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 

aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ŀƭƭ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǳƴƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƭΣ ŀǎ 

ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ζ±ƛŀǎƴŀηΣ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ŀ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ 

to liquidate the NGO. Quite revealing is the opinion of Deputy Justice Minister Aleh 

Krawtsow about relations between courts and the Ministry. He replied to MP Valery 

CǊŀƭƻǿΩǎ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ bDhǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ζōȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Minister of Justice, Homel, Brest, and Hrodna courts suspended legal proceedings of NGO 

ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴηΦ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

Ministry not only exerts pressure on courts, but even issues executory orders. His 

statement clearly defines the relations between courts and the Ministry of Justice: the 

Minister gives orders, and a judge executes them. It is simply impossible to speak of 

unbiased and independent judicial system in this case.  

However, probably, it is not the Justice bodies who really initiated the third sector 

ζŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎηΦ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
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ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ζŎŜƴǘŜǊηΥ ǘƘŀǘ could be the 

{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ aƻǎǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

initiators pointed at the biggest organizations, which had to be closed down by any 

means. These are the NGOs which play an important part in non-political and political 

election campaigns, election observation, and the human rights NGOs of most authority.  

The liquidation campaign had yet another purpose ς to create the climate of fear 

and force NGOs to always act under risk of liquidation. Really, dozens of warnings, issued 

to the most active NGOs, make them adjust their activities. In 2003 different NGOs 

received the total of about 200 warnings.  

Naturally, the first reaction of public activists to the well-coordinated and quick 

liquidation campaign was a shock. After the infamous re-registration campaign of 1999 it 

was the most vicious attack against the NGO community. April 29 representatives of 

NGOs facing liquidation and leaders of the NGO Assembly staged a press conference and 

announced the beginning of Our Solidarity campaign. The purpose of Our Solidarity was, 

on the one hand, to provide the NGOs with competent legal advice and public support, 

and on the other hand, to try to enter into a constructive dialog with the authorities and 

to persuade them to withdraw the suits.  

Soon about 20 Belarusian NGOs addressed the Minister of Justice, demanding to 

withdraw the suits and inviting to the public hearings on the issue. The public hearings 

ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ aŀȅ ноΦ aƛƪƘŀƛƭ {ǳƪƘƛƴƛƴΣ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ 

Associations, spoke at the meeting. He claimed NGO liquidation was not a coordinated 

campaign but just a coincidence.  

After some reconciliation for the time of the public hearings the authorities 

continued their attack on the third sector, raising it to the national level. Practically all 

NGOs had to go through comprehensive check-ups, the number of liquidated 

organizations grew even bigger.  

Our Solidarity activists carried out information campaigns both on the national and 

international levels. They organized press-conferences and meetings with the 

representatives of the Diplomatic Corps. Names Ratusha, Varuta, Youth Christian Social 

Union were mentioned in the US Congress. Not only the Belarusian colleagues, but also 

dozens of NGOs from European countries, and many international human rights 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ bDhǎ ζƛƴ ŘƛǎƎǊŀŎŜηΦ !ƭƭ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊ-state 

structures (OSCE, the Council of Europe, the EU) voiced their concern about the pressure 

the regime exerts on the structures of civic society in Belarus.  
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It should be especially pointed out that the authorities aimed at liquidation of 

human rights organizations: the Legal Assistance to Public, the Human Rights Center 

ζ±ƛŀǎƴŀηΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ [ŜƎŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ vǳƛǘŜ ǘȅpically, the grounds 

ŦƻǊ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ bDhǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƳƛƴƻǊ ƻǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀŎƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ bDhǎΩ ǾŜǊȅ 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΥ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǘǎΣ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ bDhǎΣ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

contacts with unregistered organizations, and monitoring of the election process. This is 

the evidence of the fact that the Belarusian authorities do not tolerate the very activities 

in the human rights field.  

The state regime Lukashenka is building does not leave room for either human rights 

organizations, or any other forms of public activity uncontrolled by the state. This is the 

real reason for the brutal attack against the real source of the civic activity (taking its 

potential into account) ς ǘƘŜ ζǘƘƛǊŘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊηΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 

association of citizens not as a form of exercising the right to freedom of association, but 

as an impingement on the Belarusian authoritarian regime.  

3. VIOLATION OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF SPEECH 

The Belarusian regime is waging an already traditional war against independent 

mass media and freedom of speech. Every year newspapers get closed down and their 

print runs confiscated. Journalists get beaten and face criminal charges, saying nothing of 

open and hidden censorship. In this sense the year 2003 was not an exception, the earlier 

tendencies continued.  

In spite of the general negative circumstances, in 2003 journalists Viktar Ivashkevich, 

tŀǾŜƭ aŀȊƘŜƛƪŀΣ ŀƴŘ aƛƪƻƭŀ aŀǊƪŜǾƛŎƘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ζƛƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘη ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘΦ  

The authorities did not drop the criminal charges against the journalist Iryna Khalip, 

brought in September 2002 under Art 369 of the Criminal Code. However, the 

ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ YƘŀƭƛǇ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŘƛŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ζ!ŦƎƘŀƴƛ DǊŜȅƘƻǳƴŘǎη ƛƴ 

the BDG. For Official Use Only newspaper. Iryna Khalip is suspected of libeling Prosecutor 

General Viktar Sheiman.  

In May Alexander Ihnatsiuk, founder and chief editor of the Vecherni Stolin 

newspaper, was indicted on the same charge.  

Simultaneously, the authorities persecuted journalists under the Code of 

Administrative Violations. For example, the Navinki editor Pawluk Kanavalchyk was fined 

over 700 USD for insult of the President. At the same time, the civic action to withdraw 

ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ζƛƴǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘηΣ ζƭƛōŜƭ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘηΣ ŀƴŘ ζƭƛōŜƭ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƴ 
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ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭη ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΦ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

criticism against the authorities.  

In 2003 the tendency of closure and suspension of independent editions continued. 

The Ministry of Information suspended some national-level (the BDG, the BDG. For 

Official Use Only, the Navinki, the Salidarnasts, the Echo, the Predptinimatelskaya 

Gazeta) and regional-level (The Vecherni Stolin, the Provintsyalka) newspapers. It should 

be pointed out that 3-months suspension is not only a censorship means, but also a tool 

of economic pressure on the independent press. A suspended newspaper incurs big 

losses and has to struggle to resume publication.  

The situation with newspapers belonging to the Marat publishing house became a 

typical case of pressure on the independent press. The BDG and the BDG. For Official Use 

hƴƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŦƻǊ ζǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ƻƴ tǊŜǎǎη όƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

covering the issue of corruption in tƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ [ǳƪŀǎƘŜƴƪŀύ ŀƴŘ ζƛƴǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘηΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

order of the Information Minister was just enough. Thus, the Belarusian legislation allows 

officials to suspend newspapers on illegal grounds, or without any grounds at all. The 

publishers of these newspapers (as well as publishers of other suspended editions) spent 

large sums for appealing against the decisions of the Information Minister. However, 

their efforts did not fix the situation ς the newspapers did not come out and incurred 

great losses.  

It should be especially pointed out that the authorities put pressure on the editions, 

which published articles by the journalists of the newspapers suspended earlier. This was 

the case of the Echo, the Salidarnasts, the Predprinimatelskaya Gazeta, and the Mestnaya 

Gazeta Shag.  

The Ministry of Information practices the system of warnings to blackmail the 

publishers. Having received two warnings a newspaper becomes subject to liquidation. In 

2003 the Ministry issued warnings to the BDG, the Navinki, the Narodnaya Volya, the 

Predprinimatelskaya Gazeta, and other newspapers.  

Small editions in the regions are especially vulnerable to the self-will of the local 

authorities. Krychaw authorities deny registration to the Volny Horad local newspaper; 

Belaaziorsk authorities persecute publishers and distributors of the Altanka local 

newspaper; Mahilow authorities closed down non-ǎǘŀǘŜ ¢± ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ζaŀƘƛƭƻǿ-нη ŀƴŘ 

seized all equipment, owned by the studio. The founder and publishers of the Novaya 

Gazeta Smarhoni ς entreǇǊŜƴŜǳǊ wŀƳǳŀƭŘ ¦ƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ζYƻƭŀǎη ŦŀǊƳ ς are under pressure as 
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well. The farm, once it became the newspaper publisher, was doomed to get under 

ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀȄŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻŘƛŜǎΤ aǊΦ ¦ƭŀƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ 

cancelled. Repression against the publishers started when they applied for registration of 

two new local newspapers ς the Novaya Gazeta Ashmian and the Novaya Gazeta 

Astrawtsa. That proves that the authorities are ready to do everything possible in order 

not to let independent local media expand. The competition of local press, independent 

from the state, is simply endangering the state-owned media. In many regions local 

independent newspapers enjoy great popularity, which is a lot higher than that of the 

state-owned newspapers, which is pǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΩ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ 

is quite dangerous for the authorities, especially during elections or other political 

campaigns.  

In 2003 the authorities stuck to the practice of pressure on the independent editions 

through printing presses. Both state-owned and private printing presses refused to print 

independent newspapers on the order of the local authorities. CEO of the Chyrvonaya 

Zorka printing press let print the Echo and the Salidarnasts newspapers (which published 

articles by journalists of the suspended BDG) and was fired. Dozens of newspapers all 

over Belarus faced similar problems ς the Mestnaya Gazeta Shag (Baranavichy), Region-

Vesti (Svetlahorsk), the Novaya Gazeta Smarhoni (Smarhon), the Navinki, and many other 

editions.  

Censorship in both state-owned and private press, as well as interference into the 

work of the editors became a common phenomenon. The Information Ministry subjected 

all FM-stations to censorship. Every day they have to provide the Ministry with their 

news scripts. The English-language newspaper Belarus Today has to submit each issue to 

approval of the Ministry ς otherwise printing presses refuse to print it. Minsk state-

owned bookshops refuse to sell some private editions, the Arche magazine, for instance.  

Individual warnings to journalists has become a pressure tool. Reporter of the Birzha 

Infarmatsyi newspaper (Hrodna) was accused of breach of investigation secrecy for 

publishing official(!) press-releases of KGB and bodies of Internal Affairs. Maryna Koktysh, 

journalist of the Narodnaya Volya newspaper, was warned for publishing the speech of 

defendant Mikhail Lavonaw, which he had made during an open trial. Warnings were 

issued to Alexander Silich, journalist of the Narodnaya Volya; Iryna Khalip, journalist of 

the BDG; Alena Daneika, reporter of the Izvestiya Russian newspaper; journalists of the 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ b¢± wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ¢± ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΤ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƛǾƛŎ tŀǊǘȅΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ζ.ŜƭŀǊǳǎ-ŦǊŜŜη ǿŜō-sites. These facts openly demonstrate the policy of the state 

ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ 

secrets can make unavailable to the public practically all the information of the state 
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ministries. In 2003 we registered many cases when reporters of independent media were 

sent away from open sessions of local councils and courts, and other cases of limiting 

their activity.  

The state authorities practice the policy of economic inequality for state-owned and 

private media, and limitation of distribution for independent press. Non-state editions 

suffer regular check-ups and revisions. At the same time, state-owned newspapers enjoy 

various financial privileges. The situation of the BDG became the most known case of the 

authorities limiting the newspaper distribution. When the BDG got suspended for three 

months, other newspapers, which published the BDG articles, were printed abroad and 

brought to the country in vans. That process was accompanied by police detentions of 

the vans, seizure of the newly printed issues, and violence towards the distributors. The 

police also detained distributors of the Novaya Gazeta Smarhoni. Simultaneously, this 

newspaper had high fines to pay. In 2003 the police confiscated equipment of the 

Tatsiana film studio, which employed Yury Khashchavatski, the film director, known for 

his films on human rights and political issues.  

Pressure on independent press publishers and distributors takes various shapes and 

forms. For example, administrations of Krychaw educational establishments forbid 

students to have their own editions under the threat of expulsion (the case of Krychaw 

lyceum and newspapers the Krychawski Kuryer, and the Krychawlanka). In 2003 activists 

of youth movements were regularly detained for distribution of independent newspapers 

(both registered ones and those with the circulation of 299 copies, whose registration is 

not required). The local authorities threatened dealers selling the Intex-Press newspapers 

ς as a result, 12 outlets refused to sell the newspaper.  

In 2003 the state continued the practice of state officials suing newspapers for 

alleged degrading of honor, dignity and reputation and demanding payment of 

immeasurably high compensation. Cases of suits to the Narodnaya Volya newspaper and 

the BDG reporter Iryna Makavetskaya, who wrote about the case of Professor 

Bandazhewski, became the most known. Courts are visibly biased when considering such 

cases and their decisions are always in favor of state officials.  

Arrests and beatings of journalists, state officials publicly threatening journalists and 

media were a common practice in 2003. Local office of NTV Russian TV channel, headed 

by Pavel Selin, was subject to the highest pressure. The office was deprived of 

accreditation, and Pavel Selin was deported from the country for material about the 

funeral of writer Vasil Bykaw. At the same time, the authorities gradually cut the 

broadcasting time of the Russian TV channels and radio stations.  
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IREX and Internews American programs supporting the independent press lost 

permission to work in Belarus. Just prior to that the state media carried out a broad 

campaign, aimed at spoiling the reputation of these programs, claiming they were linked 

to foreign special services.  

The situation of the independent press and journalists might get even worse when 

ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ζhƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ƴŀǎǎ ƳŜŘƛŀη ƛǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 

amendments that it can be rightly called the new law.  

The new draft law contains provisions which will significantly degrade the legal 

status of mass media, essentially limit the freedom of speech, and contradict Article 19 of 

the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. For example, the draft law 

provides for compulsory submission of check copies of editions with circulation under 

500 copies, which do not need registration, to local administration. In reality that means 

preliminary censorship of the press with small circulation. At the same time, the 

procedure of state registration becomes more complicated. Obviously, the policy of 

licensing publishing activities has not only technical but also political grounds 

underneath. Article 7 of the draft law practically allows the state bodies to monopolize 

the mass media market, short-circuiting the norms of the antimonopoly legislation. In the 

financial sphere the draft law provides for the rise in financial support to state-owned 

mass media from the state and local budgets; limitation of financial support to 

independent mass media from the state budget, and the ban on financial support to 

independent mass media from foreign or anonymous sources. The draft law offers broad 

possibilities to close down or to ban editions both through judicial procedure and direct 

decisions of the Information Ministry. The state administration officials elaborating the 

draft law did not take the opinion of the human rights and journalists organizations into 

account. They paid no attention to the alternative draft law on mass media, proposed by 

the Belarusian Association of Journalists.  

Human rights activists are especially concerned about the fact that the new draft 

law contains an extremely broad description of what a mass medium is. If a mass 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ζŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀǎǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

including press, television, radio broadcasǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎηΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ 

limits and formal procedures for newspapers, radio stations and TV channels, are also 

valid for network media (Internet and mailing lists). The new draft law requires the 

network media working through the Internet to receive state registration, to observe the 

laws on mass media, to keep up the periodical cycle, and even to have defined 

circulation. Naturally, in reality network media are unable to meet these requirements. 

However, the very existence of such provisions in the draft law proves the urge of the 
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authorities to control the information flows in the World Wide Web. The desire to limit 

the Internet and to put obstacles on the way of free information flow through electronic 

networks is expressed by different officials and politicians: parliament members, the KGB 

chief, the Minister of Information, and the President.  

4. VIOLATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND POLITICAL 

REPRESSION 

Belarus is the only European country pronouncing and executing death sentences. 

This fact is the bright evidence of the attitude of the Belarusian authorities to 

fundamental human rights.  

In 2003 there was no significant progress in the cases of the disappeared public and 

political figures in Belarus. The authorities display reluctance to carry out comprehensive 

and unbiased investigation of their disappearances. They intentionally protract the 

inquiry, and postpone or fail to hold investigation procedures. During several years the 

investigation did not manage to propose any credible versions of disappearance of Yury 

Zakharanka, Viktar Hanchar, Anatol Krasowski, and Dzmitry Zavadski. At the same time, 

the investigation did not consider the version that special services and top leadership of 

the country were related to those crimes, though it was based on factual evidence and 

was raised many times. In all these cases investigators refused to interrogate state 

officials.  

In January and February 2003 the investigation bodies put off the inquiry. In July the 

ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ±ƛƪǘŀǊ IŀƴŎƘŀǊ ŀƴŘ !ƴŀǘƻƭ YǊŀǎƻǿǎƪƛΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǿŀǎ 

resumed. Investigation into the case of disappearance of television cameraman Dzmitry 

Zavadski was ceased and resumed as well. In November Frunzenski borough court of 

Minsk ruled to recognize the journalist decedent. In the middle of December the 

tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ζƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅ 

ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎηΦ  

Sergeȅ YƻǾŀƭȅƻǾΣ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ t!/9 ζ{ǳōŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎηΣ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Belarusian authorities turned down several requests of the Ad Hoc Sub-Committee to 

hold a meeting in Minsk with a view to hearing other persons that may have information 

on what happened to the missing politicians and the journalist.  

Christos Pourgourides, a special reporter of PACE Committee on Legal Affairs and 

Human Rights managed to visit Belarus. As a result of his visit Mr. Pourgourides prepared 
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a Disappeared People in Belarus Introductory memorandum. Mr. Pourgourides writes: 

ζ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǳƴōƛŀǎŜŘ ǿŀȅ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ 

proper investigation of the disappearances has been conducted by the competent 

.ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎηΦ Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ƴƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ 

ƴƻǘΦ ζhƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ L ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ aƛƴǎƪΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ aǊ 

!ƭƪŀȅŜǾΩǎ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ !Ř hoc Sub-Committee and the documents or copies 

thereof that are in my possession, have led me to believe that steps were taken at the 

highest level of the State actively to cover up the true background of the disappearances, 

and to suspect that senior officials of the State may themselves be involved in these 

ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎηΣ τ points out Christos Pourgourides. (see complete text of the 

Memorandum in Appendices).  

There is still no information about the Vitebsk youth activist Yury Korban, 

disappeared in 2002.  

Lƴ нлло ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ остΣ осуΣ ŀƴŘ осф ζƭƛōŜƭ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘηΣ ζƛƴǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘηΣ ŀƴŘ ζƭƛōŜƭ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭη ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

repression against dissidents. Aksana Novikava received a conditional sentence of 2 years 

ƻŦ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ζƭƛōŜƭ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘηΦ /ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ LǊȅƴŀ YƘŀƭƛǇΣ 

suspected of libel upon the Prosecutor General Viktar Sheiman, have not been dropped. 

Alexander Ihnatsiuk, editor of the Vecherni Stolin newspaper has ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŘƛŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ζƭƛōŜƭ 

ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎηΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛŎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 

number of parliament members, these articles were not excluded from the Criminal 

Code.  

Homel scientists ς former rector of Homel state medical university, the 

internationally acclaimed professor radiologist Yury Bandazhewski and former vice-rector 

of the same university Uladzimir Rawkow ς are still in prison serving their sentences.  

In 2003 the authorities continued the campaign of prosecution of heads of large-

scale industries in Belarus. The authorities claim they are just fighting corruption, though 

in some cases there are serious doubts about the validity of the charges. Courts take a 

biased stand in such cases; moreover, even before proceedings are over the top 

leadership of the country and state-owned mass media declare some of the defendants 

guilty of grave crimes, thus violating the principle of presumption of innocence.  

 

The authorities continue to persecute former Prime Minister Mikhail Chyhir and his 

family. Observers stress that the persecution is politically motivated. In 2003 the court 

ruled to exact almost 1 million US dollars from Mikhail Chyhir for offences he had 
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allegedly made when in office. This penalty was added to earlier penalties on criminal 

charges to Mikhail Chyhir (3 years of conditional imprisonment and prohibition to hold 

official posts); his wife Yulia (2 years of conditional imprisonment), and son Alexander (7 

years of imprisonment).  

The civic right to peaceful assemblies was regularly violated. The most flagrant 

violations took place during dispersal of mass actions dedicated to the anniversary of the 

.ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ но ŀƴŘ нрΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ 

peaceful nature of the actions, the police detained dozens of action participants, many 

ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ aŀǊŎƘ CƻǊ .ŜǘǘŜǊ [ƛŦŜΣ 

held under social slogans on March 12, were sentenced to administrative arrest. The 

police severely dispersed the protest march against the referendum on the possible third 

term of Lukashenka in power.  

Participants of mass actions were tried with violations of the legislation. The legal 

proceedings were visibly illegitimate and biased nature. None of the detained during 

mass actions were acquitted. Trying administrative cases in absentia is a major violation, 

but it became a regular practice in our courts (Cases of Yury Khadyka, Tatsiana Yelavaya, 

and many others). We have also registered a circuit court session, when the judge just 

came to the apartment of the person who could not come to the court for health reasons 

and tried him at home. These and other violations deprived the defendants of the right to 

request a council and the right to proffer evidence, impeding unbiased judicial 

proceedings.  

!ǊǘǳǊ CƛƴƪŜǾƛŎƘΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ 

courts. Artur was punished three times for preparation for the action of November 24 

and distribution of invitation to the action. He received a fine and two sentences for 15 

days of jail, spending the total of 30 days behind the bars. At the same time, Artur 

Finkevich did not even take part in the action! 

The case of Anton Kishkurna attacked by the police officers near Savetski borough 

court of Minsk is a bright example of cruelty of the Belarusian police. Anton Kishkurna 

was sitting in his car waiting for the beginning of the trial over his father, who had been 

detained during the March 25action. All of a sudden, several policemen attacked him and 

tried to drag him out of the car fracturing his arm at that. Deputy Head of Savetski 

borough police board Hurankow, who was in charge of the attack, got away with it. 

Another example of injustice and cruelty of the Belarusian punitive system.  
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We expect the situation with violation of the civic right to peaceful assemblies will 

ƎŜǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƻǊǎŜΦ Lƴ нлло ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǿ ζhƴ aŀǎǎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎη ǿŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǿΣ 

the procedure of receiving authorization to an action has become a lot more 

complicated. The new law defines a mass action as any gathering of citizens: it might be a 

religious, sports, cultural event held in a place which is not specially meant for such 

events, both indoors and outdoors. Thus, if citizens decide to hold a sports event 

somewhere but local stadium or a charity concert somewhere but concert hall, they need 

to apply for permission of the local authorities, otherwise the event would be illegal. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ζhƴ Ƴŀǎǎ 

actionsΣ ǊŀƭƭƛŜǎΣ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪŜǘƛƴƎηΦ  

Violations made by the authorities during elections have a special significance. In 

2003 the local election became the testing ground for the dirtiest falsification methods, 

and distortion of the voting results. Thus, the Belarusian citizens are deprived of the right 

to take part in the government of a country and the right to elect bodies of 

representative power. By-election to Belaaziorsk city council taking place in the fall of 

2003 was marked by gross violations and falsification of the voting results. The local 

election in March 2003 made Belaaziorsk the only town in Belarus, ruled by the 

democratic majority. Obviously, the state government did not like that. Thus, Belaaziorsk 

has become the only town in Belarus where a by-election was announced. During the by-

election campaign the local administration put very severe pressure on the democratic 

candidates with the purpose to force them withdraw their candidatures: they were 

threatened with dismissal, and their family members were promised problems as well. In 

addition, the local state-owned press organized an intensive campaign of libel upon the 

candidates. The nature of the voting procedure is brightly described by such registered 

facts as numbering of ballot papers (which is destroying the secrecy of voting) and 

changing ballots in the ballot boxes.  

With political purposes the authorities presume themselves to violate the secrecy of 

correspondence. The correspondence of political and public figures is scanned without 

any legal procedures. In particular, a parcel, addressed to leader of Mahilow UCP branch 

Uladzimir Shantsaw, was opened. Inviolability of property of public and political activists 

and non-governmental organizations is broken. Offices of the Babruisk branch of the 

Belarusian Organization of Victims of Political Repression, the Belarusian Language 

Society, Baranavichy Regional Development Agency Varuta, and apartments of a number 

of democratically-oriented members of local councils were robbed.  

Limitation of religious freedom was basically connected to the use of the new law on 

religions adopted in 2002. The new law provided for re-registration of the existing 
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religious groups and associations. It is already possible to state that some of them will 

just lose their legal status as a result of the re-registration campaign. The authorities 

refuse to re-register the already existing protestant groups and register new ones. They 

prohibit to build new churches, detain and prosecute ministers for holding religious 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ ±ŜǊŘƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ ΨƎǳƛƭǘȅΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ζŦƻǊ 

ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎη ƛǎ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

Belarus.  

The Belarusian leadership points out that the Russian Orthodox Church is one of the 

pillars of the state ideology. Alexander Lukashenka claims during his rule the Orthodox 

religion replaced the former communist ideology in Belarus. According to this ideology, 

the school textbooks are used to openly propagandize the Orthodox Church and slander 

other denominations. In Belarus, which is a historically multi-religious country, the 

authorities entered into a concordat with the Russian Orthodox Church and created an 

unfavorable legal climate for other churches. Vandalism on Jewish cemeteries and 

displays of anti-Semitism are not a rare phenomenon in Belarus.  

5. VIOLATION OF THE RIGHTS TO EDUCATION AND 

LIMITATION OF THE ACADEMIC FREEDOMS 

In the educational and academic fields the situation around the Yakub Kolas 

National State Humanities Lyceum received the highest resonance. The Lyceum was the 

only secondary school in Minsk teaching all subjects in Belarusian. The lyceum was 

known for its high education standards. Starting from the spring of 2003 the Ministry of 

Education made numerous attempts to destroy the lyceum as an independent 

educational establishment, free from the ideological and propaganda control of the state 

bodies.  

Regardless of the opinion of the teaching staff, the Ministry of education appointed 

Ms. Shcharbachevich the headmistress, who had no support of students and teachers. 

The conflict situation was provoked. Both the teachers and the students did not 

recognize the new head mistress and supported deputy head master Uladzimir Kolas. 

Then the Ministry of Education decided to liquidate the National State Humanities 

Lyceum, to assign students to other schools, and start reconstruction in the lyceum 

building. For over several months the students and teachers resisted the state bodies, the 

new head mistress, and the builders who started the reconstruction. The authorities used 

police SWAT teams against the students and just kicked them out of their building. 

However, this did not stop the recalcitrant lyceum. On September 1 the students started 
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the new academic year outdoors, then classes were moved to offices of different non-

governmental organizations.  

Yakub Kolas National State Humanities Lyceum continues to work underground. The 

officials did not manage to destroy the free school. During the whole period the students, 

their parents, and teachers were subject to great pressure. The authorities are violating 

the rights of children (more than 100 kids) to receive education in their own language, 

the labor rights of the lyceum teachers (they are all officially fired). Besides that, the 

aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŜƭŦ-governance. The situation 

around the National State Humanities Lyceum illustrates the political and legal regime 

established in the system of national education. The state administration in this sphere 

has the purpose to increase the state propaganda, to destroy the centers of free-

thinking, and to limit and persecute the schools teaching in Belarusian. Simultaneously 

with the outrage against the National State Humanities Lyceum, in 2003 the authorities 

continued to decrease the possibilities to receive education in the Belarusian language.  

A complex program of ideological education is introduced in both state and private 

educational establishments. All studenǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻōƭƛƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ζ¢ƘŜ LŘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ 

.ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜƘƻƻŘηΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

authoritarian regime existing in the country, and to cultivate obedience and loyalty of the 

young generation. Remarkably, the central component of these courses is the personality 

cult of Alexander Lukashenka, who personifies the power. Ideological and propaganda 

courses are full of xenophobia, hatred for the political opponents of the incumbent 

President, non-acceptance of the democratic values, and neglect of the human rights. 

According to Lukashenka, the inspirer of these courses, those who do not share the 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΤ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

deprived of the right to teach in both state and private colleges and universities. 

According to the President, these people had better leave schools and universities on 

their own, otherwise they will be fired.  

Students and teachers are subject to great pressure. Head of Krychaw district 

education board Mikhail Mazok warned school deputy heads for upbringing they were 

personally responsible for the negative opinions about the President, and about the 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ 

to deliver only positive messages about events happening in the country. University 

teachers V. Silitski and A. Lawkovich were forced to quit their jobs because of their 

analytical articles on the political issues. A number of journalists, BAJ members, who 

lectured in the journalism chair of the private Institute of Modern Knowledge, had to 

leave their jobs under pressure of the administration.  
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The administration of schools and universities forces students to join the pro-

presidential youth organization BRSM.  

Former rector of Homel Medical Institute Yury Bandazhewski and his colleague, vice 

rector Uladzimir Rawkow, recognized the prisoners of consciousness, are still serving 

their prison sentences. Persecution of the former rector of the Belarusian State 

University is perceived as a new turn of the campaign to frighten the academic 

community. Alexander Kazulin, the former rector of the biggest national-level education 

establishment, was dismissed personally by the President. The President personally 

assigned the former Ministry of Education to the post of the BSU rector.  

6. VIOLATION OF SOCIAL AND LABOR RIGHTS 

In 2003 the state continued its policy to persecute the independent trade unions, 

uncontrolled by plant administrations. At the same time, the Federation of Trade Unions 

of Belarus, head of which is appointed personally by President Lukashenka, has become 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

decision made by the government.  

The independent trade union of flying control officers refused to submit to the 

CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘ ŦƛƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

the Belarusian congress of democratic Trade Unions Alexander Yarashuk, who doubted 

fairness of the court decision in the press, was punished with 10 days of arrest for 

disrespect for the court.  

In the conditions of persecution of the trade union movement strikes are one of the 

ŦŜǿ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ hƴ aŀǊŎƘ мс private entrepreneurs 

announced a nation-wide strike. The authorities persecuted the entrepreneurs who took 

part in the strike. For example, in Salihorsk 16 strike participants were deprived of their 

business licenses. The police conducted an illegal night search in the apartment of the 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎΩ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ [ŜǾŀƴŜǿǎƪƛΦ  

The strike of Vawkavysk taxi-ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ 

order to achieve it they had to carry out a hunger strike against the obviously illegal 

actions of the authorities.  

Disrespect of the Belarusian leadership for the human rights is also revealed in the 

fact that they did not pay any attention to the Resolution the UN Commission for Human 

Rights adopted on April 17, 2003. Despite appeals to stop repression and human rights 

violation, contained in the resolution, the Belarusian authorities just increased the 
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pressure on the structures of civil society, independent press, religious groups, and 

political opponents.  

The country leadership does not meet their engagements under the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Belarus had to submit the report about observance 

of the Covenant during the period of 1997-2001 to the office of the UN High 

Commissioner on Human Rights by the fall of 2001. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ 

submitted still. There is no information if the report is being prepared or will be prepared 

in the future. This proves the fact that the Belarusian government ignores the 

international standards in the field of human rights.  

CONCLUSIONS:  

The year 2003 is marked by dangerous tendencies in the human rights sphere, which 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΦ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ζǎǘŀǘŜ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅη ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

evidence of strengthening of the authoritarian regime hostile to the very idea of human 

rights. The Belarusian government demonstrates the urge to conserve the status quo and 

reluctance to improve the situation. There is still a danger that the incumbent President 

will be able to act in defiance of the Constitution and secure his long-term and steadiness 

of his personal rule. This might happen through a referendum on withdrawing the time 

ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ 

falsify.  

Thus, the situation in the human rights sphere in Belarus is characterized with 

steadily bad dynamics and demonstrates a firm deterioration tendency, which might lead 

to even more flagrant human rights violations. 
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PERSECUTION AND BAN ON ACTIVITIES OF NON-

GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

On 14 January the Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus considered the suit 

filed by the Belarusian Language Society against the Ministry of Justice that had issued a 

warning to BLS. The warning includes several items. One of them is about the installation 

of the Memorial Cross of Suffering in Lida region. The Ministry of Justice considered the 

Belarusian Language Society had no right to put up the Cross. Moreover, the BLS was 

charged with failing to indicate the full name of the organization in the promos within the 

month dedicated to the Belarusian language. This accusation is groundless because the 

promos featured a big BLS logo with the name of the organization, as is required by the 

{ǘŀǘǳǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ .[{Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ŜƴǘŜr 

Viasna Uladzimir Labkovich.  

On 29 January the Supreme Court considered the suit of Frantsysk Skaryna 

Belarusian Language Society (BLS) against the Ministry of Justice. BLS argued that the 

ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΦ !ǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ largest Belarusian public 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǿ άhƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 

states that two warnings for the same violation during a year is a reason for liquidation of 

an organization. The first warning to BLS contained several points. One of them ς about 

erection of the memorial Cross of suffering in the village of Belitsa (in Lida district). The 

Cross was set there to commemorate the Lida noblemen who perished in the 17th 

century, with the knowledge of the village Soviet. However, the Ministry of Justice was of 

the view that BLS had no right to set up the Cross. When BLS applied to court, the 

ministry started an additional check-up of the organization activity and consequently 

issued one more warning. The second warning was made for usage of inappropriate 

stamp by Lida branch organization of BLS. The court supported the opinion of the 

Ministry of Justice. Despite two warnings from the Ministry, the NGO chairman Aleh 

Trusaw is quite optimistic. He believes the NGO is not facing closure.  

February 10 the Ministry of Justice canceled its warning to Frantsysk Skaryna 

Belarusian Language Society. BLS head Aleh Trusaw received a letter from the Ministry, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ І мр ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀry 5, 2003, 

ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ CǊŀƴǘǎȅǎƪ {ƪŀǊȅƴŀ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛǎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘέΦ 

hƴ мм !ǇǊƛƭ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜǎǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ŦƛƭŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ŀǊŀҘƴŀǾƛŎƘȅ Ŏƛǘȅ 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ άwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ά±ŀǊǳǘŀέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀŎŎǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ Varuta with 

breach of law and violation of the organization Statute. For instance, Varuta was charged 
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with mentioning an unregistered association in a newsletter, usage of unregistered 

symbols, and incorrect writing of its shortened name. The main claim was about the 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ άǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άǇǳōƭƛŎ 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜΦ  

On 21 April Hrodna Regional Justice Board filed a suit for liquidation of Ratusha. It 

accused the organization of publishing activity. The main reason for liquidation was 

violation of the rules for keeping of typeset equipment (risograph Riso GR 3750). The 

Ratusha received notification about the criminal charges on 24 April 2003, the day when 

it celebrated 7 years since its registration. 

On April 21 the Supreme Court of Belarus received a suit to liquidate the national 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ά¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ-{ƻŎƛŀƭ ¦ƴƛƻƴέΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ 

materials received during examination of the congress in the fall of 2002, were a 

sufficient reason to liquidate Youth Christian Social Union (YCSU). At the congress a 

number of United Civic Party members joined the organization, which changed its name 

to YCSU-Young Democrats. The organization is accused of conducting educational 

programs, which, according to the Ministry, contradict the Statute goals of the 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ 

submitted to the Supreme Court on April 21, 2003.  

On 29 April in Minsk the press conference on the liquidation proceedings launched 

against three large public associations took place. The process of liquidation 

simultaneously concerned three NGOs: Hrodna Regional Public Association Ratusha, the 

tǳōƭƛŎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ζwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ζ±ŀǊǳǘŀη ό.ŀǊŀƴŀǾƛŎƘȅύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ t! 

ζ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ¦ƴƛƻƴη όwŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴύΦ !ƭŜǎ aƛƭƛƴƪŜǾƛŎƘΣ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 

Ratusha, Volha Kharlamava, head of the Board of the Regional Development Agency 

ζ±ŀǊǳǘŀηΣ !ƴŘǊŜƛ YŀȊŀƪŜǾƛŎƘΣ ǾƛŎŜ-head of the Youth Christian Social Union, Ales Bialatski, 

head of the Working Group of the Assembly of NGOs of Belarus and Yury Chavusaw, 

lawyer of the Executive Bureau of the of the Working Group of the Assembly of NGOs of 

Belarus, coordinator of the collective defense network of NGOs participated in the 

conference. Besides, the press conference was attended by representatives of numerous 

non-governmental organizations.  

At the end of April the Civic Initiatives resource center from Homel, one of the 

leading non-governmental organization in the country, became the forth victim of the 

cleansing. Officials think the organization has a number of faults: the association has 

ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ όǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 

comply with the standard). The Civic Initiatives are also accused of observation of the 
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local election, using granted office equipment for wrong purposes. After the presidential 

election campaign in 2001, the police seized all equipment from the office of the Civic 

Initiatives. The equipment has never been returned.  

On 2 May court started hearings of the liquidation case against the Regional 

Development Agency Varuta. 

On 14 May the Chamber of Representatives passed amendments to the Law on non-

governmental organizations and political parties. The amended law makes it possible to 

close down a party or an organization in case it makes one violation of the legislation on 

mass actions. The amendemnts, proposed by the Ministry of Justice, are based on the 

presidential decree. The parliament discussed it twice on their sessions, but passed it 

only yesterday.  

On May 19 there was a hearing at which the members of the unregistered 

organization argued against the decision of the Department of justice on the refusal to 

reƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά/ƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǘƘǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŎƭŜǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 

Department of Justice Tamara Stryzhneva decided that the documents submitted for 

ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ {ǘǊȅȊƘƴŜǾŀ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ 

thŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ άIŀǊǘέΣ 

which, in her opinion, meant the new organization was not going to observe the law. The 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ ¸ǳƴŜƭŀ {ŀƭƴƛƪŀǾŀ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

private plea, claiming that by her public statement Tamara Stryzhneva violates article 22 

of the Constitution (which guarantees equality of all individuals before the law), as well 

as article 36 (right to freedom of associations). 

On 19 May Norwegian Helsinki Committee and International Helsinki Federation 

expressed their protest against pressure on non-governmental organizations of Belarus 

and demanded to stop persecution of NGOs. Serb organization Civic Initiatives adopted a 

statement against attack on the Belarusian NGOs. Polish non-governmental organizations 

also expressed their protest against liquidation of NGOs in Belarus. They urged the 

Belarusian authorities to respect the right to associations and follow Art 22 of the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, ratified by the Republic of Belarus.  

 

In the beginning of June we learned that Hrodna regional NGO Ratusha faces 

liquidation for publishing activities without a special license (one of the evidence is a 

collection of Belarusian folk songs, printed on a copying machine). The court started and 

suspended the hearing until the trial over Ales Milinkevich, the Ratusha head. The 
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Regional Development Agency Varuta (Baranavichy) faces closure for using the short 

name of their organization in their internal documentation. The trial was started ς and 

was postponed to further investigate the case materials. Hearing on liquidation of Homel 

Civic Initiatives was postponed till 9 June.  

On June 17 the Homel regional court ruled (Judge Krawchanka) to shut down the 

public association Civil Initiatives, as requested by the regional justice department. The 

latter claimed that in the course of their inspection they revealed facts of systematic 

violations on part of the Civil Initiatives of both their owƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 

legislation. Although during the complex check-up (in January 2003) none of such 

violations were disclosed by the tax inspectors, the court found the Civil Initiatives 

association guilty all the same. Moreover, the jury found out that the organization issued 

ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ŀƎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƭȅŜǊǎΣ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊōƛǘǊŀǊƛƭȅ 

expelled its members, as well as set up such organizational structures as resource, 

expert-analytical centers and youth club. Because of these conclusions, the court ruled to 

ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ /ƛǾƛƭ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ±ƛƪǘŀǊ 

Karniyenka and its attorney consider the judicial ruling to be biased and are preparing to 

file a counter-appeal to the Supreme Court. 

In June the authorities started the fourth check-up in the Human Rights Center 

ά±ƛŀǎƴŀέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ-up was conducted by the Justice Board of the Brest Regional 

Executive Committee (REC) in March 2003, immediately after the election to local Deputy 

SovƛŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜǎǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ά±ƛŀǎƴŀέΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ-up 

the duty officials composed a report, pointing at a number of defects in the organization 

record keeping and passed it to the Ministry of Justice for reaction. In some time the 

Justice Board of Minsk REC got interested in the activity of the Minsk region branch of 

ά±ƛŀǎƴŀέΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ-ǳǇ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘΣ ŀǎ ά±ƛŀǎƴŀέ ōƻŀǊŘ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

branch several weeks before. Last week the check-up of Vitsebsk regional branch started. 

Talking with the branch head Mikhail Pawlaw the Head of the Justice Board said that he 

ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 

present any official results of the check-up. On 26 June the Justice Board of Homel REC 

started the check-ǳǇ ƻŦ IƻƳŜƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ά±ƛŀǎƴŀέ ōǊŀƴŎƘΦ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ 

ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ά±ƛŀǎƴŀέ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǇǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ 

that it would be the next to face repression.  

In July the fifth check-ǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ζIǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

ζ±ƛŀǎƴŀη Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ-ups concerned regional branches of the PA 

Iw/ ά±ƛŀǎƴŀέΣ ±ƛǘǎŜōǎƪΣ .ǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ IƻƳŜƭ Ŏƛǘȅ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ aƛƴǎƪ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ōǊŀƴŎƘ όǘƘŜ 

latteǊ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά±ƛŀǎƴŀέ .ƻŀǊŘύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǾŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŜŎƪ-ups started 
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immediately after the election to Local Deputy Soviets. At present the Ministry of Justice 

decided to carry out the complete check-ǳǇ ƻŦ ά±ƛŀǎƴŀέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

organization statute corresponds to the acting legislation. Valantsin Stefanovich, lawyer 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iw/ ά±ƛŀǎƴŀέ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŀȅΥ ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ 

the Justice Ministry minutes of all sittings of our governing bodies including the General 

Assembly and list all the events that we took part in. It happens so that our NGO, 

registered in 1999, gets checked up every year: in 2001 there was an unscheduled check-

up after the Presidential election, in 2002 ς the scheduled check-up, at present ς another 

ǳƴǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅέΦ  

On 9 July Brest Regional Court satisfied the suit of the Justice Board of Brest 

wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜ .ŀǊŀƴŀǾƛŎƘȅ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ άwŜgional 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ά±ŀǊǳǘŀέΦ .ǊŜǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нллоΣ 

but the plaintiff requested suspension after several sittings. The justice board charged 

Varuta with breach of law and violation of the organization statute. For instance, Varuta 

was charged with mentioning an unregistered association in a newsletter, usage of 

unregistered symbols, and incorrect writing of its shortened name. The main claim was 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ άǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άǇublic 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜΦ [ǳŘƳƛƭŀ ±ŀǎƛƭŜǾƛŎƘΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƧǳǊƛŘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ άƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

Judge Dzmitruk ruled to liquidate Varuta for the wrong word on its seal. Ihar Tyshkevich, 

head of Varuta Board considers the judgement illegal and is going to complain against the 

court decision. 

On 9 July the board for civic cases of Hrodna regional court considered the 

complaint of Ales Milinkevich. Milinkevich, head of the Ratusha resource center, 

complained about the decision of Leninski borough court, which had found him guilty of 

ζǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘȅǇŜǎŜǘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘηΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ 

acknowledged that Leninski borough court had made its decision with serious violations. 

The board of three judges pointed out that, despite serious violations of the procedure 

made by the court, the Ratusha still possessed an unregistered risograph, which was a 

violation. Thus, the board decided that the decision was essentially correct. The decision 

of Leninski borough court was left in force. That means the liquidation case against the 

Ratusha may resume any day. The trial had been put off until the decision on 

aƛƭƛƴƪŜǾƛŎƘΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜΦ ¸ǳǊȅ /ƘŀǾǳǎŀǿΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ 

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ bDhǎΣ ǎŀȅǎΥ ζ¢ƘŜ wŀǘǳǎƘŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

cleansing all sources of free-thinking, which they cannot control. They persecute all 
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alternative sources of information ς independent mass media, NGOs, Internet-editions. 

bDhǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ζƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪη ¢ƘŜ wŀǘǳǎƘŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǎ 

practically hopeless, because the NGO head Ales MƛƭƛƴƪŜǾƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƎǳƛƭǘȅηΦ  

On 23 July the justice board of Homel Regional Executive Committee demanded 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ IƻƳŜƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ζLƴƛǘǎȅŀǘȅǾŀηΣ 

established in September 1999 by women from 9 districts of Homel region. According to 

Halina Skarakhod, the association Head, they expected the end of the check-up, but the 

inspectors of the justice board suddenly demanded additional documents. For instance, 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ organizational 

ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ {ǳŎƘ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ 

ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ζLƴƛǘǎȅŀǘȅǾŀη ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

electoral campaign of 2001. For instance, all activists of the 9 districts participated in the 

election monitoring. Halina Skarakhod also thinks that the authorities may be afraid that 

the organization members will demonstrate similar activity during the upcoming 

ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦ ζ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ can also consider our 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ζtǳōƭƛŎ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎηΦ hǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мффф ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

consider our organization as the one on behalf of which the liquidated association could 

ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎηΣ τ says Halina Skarakhod.  

On 25 July it became known that the Justice Board of Vitsebsk Regional Executive 

Committee launched liquidation proceedings against the Center of Youth Initiatives 

άYƻƴǘǳǊέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

registered office since August 2000. The association has also been charged with violations 

of Presidential Decree No. 8 and the taxation laws (the justice body took the opinion that 

the association was using foreign non-profit support without appropriate permission). 

The Kontur was registered in 2000. It served as a regional resource center assisting other 

NGOs of Vitsebsk region. During the presidential election of 2001 the Kontur took an 

active part in the get out the vote campaign. In the beginning of 2002 the Kontur head 

Yury Korban disappeared, his fate is still unknown.  

hƴ ну Wǳƭȅ ǘƘŜ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ aŀƘƛƭƻǿ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

register the youth association ζ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ŜƎŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘη ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ 

to receive the certificate of the legal address. With the assistance of Mahilow human 

rights activists 14 students of the upper school grades established a youth human rights 

organization. In June ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ζ!ȊƛǊƴƛǎƛŀηΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛȊŜŘ 

ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

Referring to this law, young human rights activists tried to register their organization. 
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However, their ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Justice board explained to the children that they could find a room for the legal address 

only at an educational establishment. Meanwhile, Valery Bahdanaw, Head of the regional 

justice board, refused to issue the certificate of the legal address referring to the fact that 

the organization Head, Volha Haroshka, was under age.  

hƴ ом Wǳƭȅ ±ƛǘǎŜōǎƪ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘ ǊǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ά/ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ 

¸ƻǳǘƘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ άYƻƴǘǳǊηΦ {ƛŀǊƘŜƛ {ƛŀǊŜōǊŀΣ YƻƴǘǳǊ ŎƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ 

ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ǘǿƻ 

birds with one stone. On the one hand, they liquidate an organization, which works as a 

resource center and helps to develop the third sector in our region. On the other hand, 

Kontur is the founder of The Vitsebskaya Trybuna independent newspaper, so by closing 

άYƻƴǘǳǊέ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƛƳ ŀǘ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊέΦ  

On 29 July Belarusian Organization of Working Women received a written warning, 

signed by the first vice-aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ aǊΦ tŜǘǊŀǎƘΦ [ŀǎǘ ҘǿŜŜƪ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ-up 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ bŀǘŀƭƭŀ YŜōƛƪŀǾŀΣ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 

the Board of Public Associations at the Ministry of Justice. As a result, Belarusian 

Organization of Working Women was warned for alleged violations of its own Statute, 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ άhƴ tǳōƭƛŎ !ǎǎƻҘŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘǎΦ CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

organization was accused of deficient record keeping, violation of the instruction about 

production and keeping of seals, printing the wrong legal address on the organization 

letter head and creation of bodies not described by the Statute. Maria Aliyeva, Head of 

ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ά.ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ²ƻƳŜƴέ ǎŀȅǎΥ άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ-up, 

ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ƳƛƭŘŜǊέΦ LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ 

mentioning that Belarusian Organization of Working Women is an active participant of 

άhǳǊ {ƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ-organizations of the Assembly of NGOs. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 

warnings are a preventive measure for intimidation of the broadest circles of active and 

large public associations. We try to follow all the check-ups of NGOs and see that all 

recent ones have ended with warnings. The Ministry of Justice does not hide its attitude. 

After the first warnings it will issue the second ones or decide to liquidate an NGO at 

ƻƴŎŜέΣ τ thinks Alena Tankachova, chair Independent Society for Legal Research NGO. 

On 2 August the Legal Assistance to Public NGO received a letter from Minsk City 

Court which stated that tƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ 

ŦƻǊ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά[ŜƎŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ tǳōƭƛŎέ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ 




