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PREAMBLE: CONCLUSIONS AND GENERALIZATIONS 

In 2004 the political situation in Belarus was distinguished by further worsening of 

the situation of human rights and the relations between the state and individuals. 

Regular and deliberate human rights violations became a necessary condition for the 

strengthening of the unlimited dictatorial power ς infringements of human rights served 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀҘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

development of totalitarianism.  

One of the main factors that influenced the public and political situation in Belarus 

in 2004 was the Parliamentary election and the nationwide referendum concerning the 

Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƭƻƴƎ !ƭƛŀƪǎŀƴŘǊ [ǳƪŀҘǎƘŜƴƪŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎҘǘƛҘǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōer of possible presidential 

terms defined the state policy and influenced it in all circles of public life. This factor 

ƳŀҘƴƛŦŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎƎǊŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇҘǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

against political opponents and prosecution of opposition-mindedness, enforcement of 

new discriminative legal acts, further limitation of the freedom of the press, violation of 

the liberty of peaceful assemblies and associations and other obstacles for the enjoyment 

of personal liberties by citizens of Belarus. 

Citizens of Belarus were deprived of the right to take part in the state government 

with the assistance of elected representatives. The election to the Chamber of 

wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ 

thŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άǿƛǎƘŜǎέ !Φ 

Lukashenka expressed: the list of the future members of the Parliament was composed in 

ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΦ [ǳƪŀǎƘŜƴƪŀΩǎ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 

it. ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ 

ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴҘŘŜŘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ ƭŜƎƛslation, nor 

to the international standards.  

Belarusian authoritarian regime has no democratic frames for its power. It 

pressurizes not only political and personal civil rights: the defense of the social rights of 

workers in Belarus has been ruined by making trade-unions a part of the state and the 

destruction of the social partnership. The official ideology is incompatible with freedom 

of opinion and press.  

¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀōƛŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦b LƴǘŜǊƴŀҘǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ 

of Civil and Political Rights and pay no attention to the criticism of international human 
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rights institutions. The critical resolutions on Belarus, adopted by the UN Commission for 

IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ нлло ŀƴŘ нллп ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ 

were officially declared a manifestation of political pressurization of Belarus for its 

independent policy at international level. Despite the fact that the report about the 

Covenant execution was to have been presented to the office of the Supreme Commissar 

ƻƴ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ нллмΣ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ been done. It is not known even whether 

it is being prepared or will be prepared in future. Actually, Belarusian authorities try to 

minimize contacts with international human rights community. 

POLITICAL PERSECUTION AND LIMITATIONS OF CIVIL 

RIGHTS. 

In Belarus the present authorities often use the means of criminal and 

administrative prosecution in the struggle against their political opponents. This is 

possible due to the absence of independent and fair court and the mechanisms for 

restoration of the violated rights and legal interests of citizens. 

The criminal case against Mikhail Marynich that was brought in 2004 became the 

most known fact of pressurization of political opponents of the regime. Mikhail Marynich 

is a well-known public activist of Belarus, former head of Minsk City Executive 

Committee, former minister of foreign economic relations, former ambassador of Belarus 

in Latvia, Estonia and Finland, deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the 12th and the 13th 

convocations. At the time when the criminal case was brought he was the chairman of 

ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 5ȊŜƭŀǾŀƛŀ LƴƛǘǎȅƛŀǘȅǾŀ ό.ǳǎƛҘƴŜǎǎ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜύ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ 

of the public movement Za Hodnaie Zhyttsio (For Worthy Life). According to some 

experts, the persecution of Marynich is connected to his intention to run for presidency 

during the presidential election in 2006. Even before the criminal persecution, on 13 April 

2004 Mikhail Marynich was fined for the activity on the behalf of the unregistered 

association Za Hodnaie Zhyttsio (For Worthy Life). The criminal persecution started on 24 

!ǇǊƛƭΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅƴƛŎƘΩǎ ŎŀǊΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ фл ллл ¦{ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ǿŀǎ 

confiscated. At night of 24-25 April M. Marynich was interrogate concerning the money 

found in his car and invited for an interrogation to KGB. On 26 April he was arrested and 

ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ YD. ƛǎƻƭŀǘƻǊΦ {ƻƻƴ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ aΦ aŀǊȅƴƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ aΦ 

aŀǊȅƴƛŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ in the documents of the accusation either. 

At first the criminal case was brought upon Article 377 of the Criminal Code (theft or 

damage of documents, seals or rubber-stamps), because during the searches the 

documents that concerned the previous activity of Mikhail Marynich as a minister and 
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ambassador were confiscated. Then the investigation brought a criminal case upon 

Article 295 of the Criminal Code (Illegal operations with firearms, ammunition and 

ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aƛƪƘŀƛƭ aŀǊȅnich was given on this very 

article. This was the formal reason to detain him in the KGB isolator since April and till the 

Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƻƴ ол 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ aŀǊȅƴƛŎƘ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ 

of violation of this article.  

The only ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aƛƪƘŀƛƭ aŀǊȅƴƛŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǇƘŜƭŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǿŀǎ άƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ 

ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ aŀǊȅƴƛŎƘΩǎ ǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ όмт ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ 

total) were lent on free-charge basis to Dzelavaia Initsyiatyva (Business Initiative) 

association by the US Embassy. The Embassy had no pretensions to Mikhail Marynich, 

which was confirmed at the trial by the special statement of the State Department of the 

US. DzelŀǾŀƛŀ LƴƛǘǎȅƛŀǘȅǾŀ ό.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜύ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ 

Despite this, on 30 December the court of Minsk District and the town of Zaslaul, 

presided by judge Liudmila Dauzhenka found Mikhail Marynich guilty of violation of 

Article 210 of the Criminal Code (Especially large-scale theft committed with the abuse of 

the official powers) and sentenced him to five years in jail with property confiscation and 

prohibition to occupy any official positions for another five years. The manner of the 

investigation and the court consideration of this case witnessed that the criminal 

persecution of Mikhail Marynich was a consequence of his public position and political 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƭȅƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΩǎ ƻǇǇƻnent. 

The cases against Valery Lievanieuski and Aliaksandr Vasilieu ς well-known activists 

ƻŦ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ς became a warning to those who intended to 

criticize Lukashenka and his crew. These businessmen from Hrodna were sentenced to 

tǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ Ƨŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ άƛƴǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳΦ 

The trial and the severe sentenced evidently served as a means of intimidation. V. 

Lievanieuski and A. Vasilieu organized seVieral large actions and strikes of Belarusian 

businessmen including the demonstration in Hrodna on 1 May 2004. The criminal cases 

against them were brought upon part 2 of Article 368 of the Criminal Code of the 

Republic of Belarus ς public insult of Lukashenka accompanied with accusations in abuse 

ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜƳ άtǳōƭƛŎ ǳǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōƛƭƭέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

printed in the fly-sheets with the invitation to the action of 1 May and made fun of the 

ŘŜƳŀƎƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀ Ŧƻr skiing. A. 

Vasilieu was also charged upon Article 342 of the Criminal Code for the organization of 

the unauthorized meeting of businessmen on 1 May during which gross violations of 

public order allegedly took place. On 7 September judge of Hrodna Leninski Borough 
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Court Dzmitry Dz͜ŜƳŎƘŀƴҘƪŀ ŦƻǳƴŘ ±Φ [ƛŜǾŀƴƛŜǳǎƪƛ ŀƴŘ !Φ ±ŀǎƛƭƛŜǳ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜŘ 

them for two years in jail for insult of president (Vasilieu also for the organization of mass 

riot). The court also ruled to exact for the benefit of the state as the computers and other 

organization equipment exacted from the prisoners during the preliminary investigation. 

The formal reason for the confiscation was that the equipment was used as a means with 

which the crime was committed. 

The absence of a fair and independent court system (all judges are appointed by 

president and can be fired by president as well) makes it possible to use such 

mechanisms of criminal persecution in the struggle against opponents of the present 

regime. The threat of criminal persecution, especially upon Articles 367 and 368 of the 

Criminal Code (libel of president and insult of official) is used against the critics of the 

existing regime ς human rights activists, journalists and opposition politicians. 

For instance, in 2004 criminal cases upon the mentioned articles were brought 

against the politicians Andrei Klimau, Anatol Liabiedzka (leader of the United Civil Party), 

the journalist Iryna Khalip, Hary Pahaniaila (human rights activist, vice-chair of Belarusian 

Helsinki Committee), the public activist Aksana Novikava, etc. In all these cases criminal 

persecution is used for intimidation ς during the investigation the suspects and the 

ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ƻǊ YD. ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŦŀŎŜŘ 

the danger of searches at their premises and arrests. We should also mention that 

accusations in libel of president and the present authorities were actively used against 

candidates to the Parliament as a reason to exclude them from the electoral race (such 

candidates as Maryna Bahdanovich, Alieh Volchak and Aliaksandr Tsynkievich, for 

instance). The persecution concerned also other participants of the electoral campaigns ς 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΣ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΩ 

proxies, observers and journalists.  

A separate aspect of the Parliamentary election in Belarus was the struggle for 

improvement of the electoral legislation and release of political prisoners, which 

manifested in the hunger-strike of three deputies of the Chamber of Representatives in 

which other public activists from all Belarus became involved (the total number of the 

hunger-strikers was about 20 persons).  

tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ 

political regime. Human rights organizations and activists felt strong pressure as well. In 

2004 the criminal cases against Tatsiana Protska, chair of Belarusian Helsinki Committee 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴҘǘŀƴǘ ¢ŀǘǎƛŀƴŀ wǳŘƪƛŜǾƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ƴƻƴ-payment 

of taxes from the foreign financial aid, provided by the EU. This aid was received in 
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conformity with all demands of Belarusian legislation. Later, after a long investigation, 

these cases were stopped. Such pressurization or lawless arrests were especially often 

used in conƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛҘōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ όŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 

activists Tatsiana Reviaka and Hary Pahaniaila were detained for distribution of the 

official resolution of the Council of Europe concerning the missing persons in Belarus).  

Iury Bandazheuski, scientist from Homiel who was confessed a prisoner of 

conscience, is still kept in jail.  

Arrests, violence, and truncheons are used against participants of peaceful 

ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘҘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ Řǳring 

the actions of 1 May in Hrodna, 25 March in Minsk and 21 July in Minsk. The organizers of 

Chernobyl Way action that took place on 26 April were punished. On the eve of the 

election participants of the pre-electoral campaigns of opposition candidates, the 

candidates and the researches who conducted exit-poll were detained by the police all 

over the country. The police violence was especially evident during the peaceful actions 

of protest against the falsifications of the results of the election and the referendum. 

These actions took place in the end of October. For instance, the head of the riot squad 

ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦ aƛƴǎƪ tŀŘŀōƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜŘ !ƴŀǘƻƭ [ƛŀҘōƛŜŘȊƪŀΣ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ 

United Civil Party. The persons who beat the politician remain unpunished. On the 

contrary, Belarusian courts regularly fine and imprison participants of meetings and 

demonstrations. Trials on such cases are often a pure formality. In 2004 Human Rights 

Center Viasna conducted the monitoring of the execution of the right to fair trial during 

consideration of administrative cases. The results of the monitoring show that during 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ 

of the process law.  

On the eve of the revote of the second round of the presidential election in the 

Ukraine the police groundlessly detained in Minsk seVieral dozens of Belarusian citizens 

who were going to the Ukraine as international observers. Among the detainees there 

were many members of HRC Viasna.  

At the same time in Belarus there are adopted non-constitutional laws that permit 

human rights violations and infringement of the immunity of private premises and 

private life to the police and secret services. The amendments to the law about the state 

security organs that were adopted in the first reading considerably increase the powers 

of secret services concerning violation of the secret of private life, allow to bug private 

ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

also introduce punishment for revealing divulgation of secret informants that are 
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directed by secret services to public organizations, political parties, state institutions and 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ hƴ [ǳƪŀǎƘŜƴƪŀΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ Ƨƻƛƴed 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƭŀǿǎΦ  

So, 2004 was distinguished by the increasing pressurization of the persons who 

openly express their disagreement with the official ideology and criticize the policy of 

Aliaksandr Lukashenka. The persons who stated their intentions to run at the presidential 

election in 2006 are pressurized worst of all. Not only are well-known activists and 

leaders of civil movements pressurized ς more and more often the authorities are 

threatening ordinary citizens who have their own point of view. The expansion of 

totalitarian ideology in Belarus can put an end to the existence of legal opposition to 

Aliaksandr Lukashenka, the fundament of the ideology being the cult of the person of the 

incumbent president.  

LIMITATION OF FREEDOM OF PRESS. 

The struggle against the liberty of press and the liquidation of alternative sources of 

information has always been a priority direction of the state policy of the present regime. 

In the very beginning of his presidency Lukashenka started a war against independent 

press which is still going on. The result of this ten-year war became the appearance of 

closed society in Belarus that is oriented on state control of information and the 

monopoly of state mass media and propaganda.  

The legislation of Belarus is very unfavorable to mass media. The procedure of 

registration of mass media lets the authorities prevent the establishment of undesirable 

sources of alternative information. The existing order of agreement of the legal addresses 

of editorial board with local administrations allows unmotivated refusals to every new 

edition. In 2004 the local authorities refused to provide legal addresses to the editorial 

board of such editions as Afisha (Billboard) newspaper from Smarhon, Novaya Gazeta 

Smorgoni (New Newspaper of Smarhon), Sobstvennyi Kommentariy (Own Commentary) 

and Volny Horad (Free Town) from Krychau. Despite of the legal guarantees to journalist 

activity, journalists are in fact unprotected from administrative pressurization and 

persecution by the authorities. 

The legislation is unfavorable and equivocal. In addition, it is often interpreted 

differently and used as a means of censorship and liquidation of undesirable mass media. 

In 2004 such newspapers as Volnaie Hlybokaie (Free Hlybokaie) and Vitsiebski Kurjier 

(Vitsiebsk Courier) were issued with blank spaces. The editors of Mestnaya Gazeta (Local 

Newspaper) from Vaukavysk faced with censorship at printing houses ς the typographies 

of Minsk, Baranavichy and Slonim refused to print the newspaper. The existing order for 
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distribution of editions from foreign countries in Belarus allows controlling this segment 

of the market: at present all legal entities and private entrepreneurs who deal with 

distribution of foreign mass media have to agree the catalogue of the distributed 

publications with the Ministry of Information and present to it a copy of every publication 

they distribute, which is a mechanism of preliminary censorship of foreign publications.  

The speeches of opposition politicians on the state TV and radio were constantly 

censored as well as the texts of their pre-electoral fly-sheets. During the election state 

printing houses purposefully censored the materials that were ordered for printing by 

opposition candidates.  

The election and the referendum that were conducted in 2004 had a negative 

impact on the situation of press. Temporary suspension of the issue was applied to such 

newspapers as Vremya (Time), Navinki (wordplay ς the first meaning of the word is 

novelties, the first being the name of a psychiatric clinic), Predprinimatelskaya Gazeta 

(Business-ƳŜƴΩǎ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊύΣ ½ƎƻŘŀ ό/ƘƛƳŜύΣ wŀōƻŎƘŀƛŀ {ŀƭƛŘŀǊƴŀǎǘǎ ό²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ 

Solidarity), Vecherniy Stolin (Evening Stolin), Motor-Stars Review, Kriminalnoye 

Obozreniye (Criminal Review), Liuboy Kapriz (Any Caprice), Allo! Kupliu, prodam, meniayu 

όIǳƭƭƻΗ LΩƭƭ ōǳȅΣ ǎŜƭƭΣ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜύΣ ±ŜǊǎƛȅŀ ό±ŜǊǎƛƻƴύΣ 5ŜǘŜƪǘƛǾƴŀȅŀ DŀȊŜǘŀ ό5ŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊύΦ bŜǿǎҘǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƻǎǎ ƭŀǿ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ όǘƘŜ cases of 

Vremya and Novaya Gazeta Smorgoni). The week before the election the authorities 

suspended 12 more editions, which had a great influence on the informational space of 

.ŜƭŀǊǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ !ƳƻƴƎ the 

suspended newspapers there were Molodiozhnyi Prospekt (Youth Prospect), Nedelya 

ό²ŜŜƪύΣ wŜƘƛŀƴŀƭҘƴŀȅŀ IŀȊŜǘŀ όwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊύΣ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƴȅƛŜ ±ŜŘƻƳƻǎǘƛ όwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 

news), Narodnyi Predprinimatel (Popular Businessman), etc.  

There are obstacles to distribution of independent press. During the election 

distributors of independent press were detained seVieral hundred times. In 2004 

distribution of printed editions by subscription became a licensed kind of activity in 

Belarus. As a result this activity is nƻǿ ŎƻƴǘҘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭƛǎǘ ς Bielposhta 

ό.ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ ǇƻǎǘύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƴƻҘǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

the alternative nets for distribution of non-state press. At present even the editorial 

ōƻŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŎŀƴΩt distribute them by subscription. It was a hard blow on 

independent press, because the state delivery net often groundlessly refuses to 

distribute the newspapers. As a result of such refusal Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta 

ό.ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ bŜǿǎҘǇŀǇŜǊύ lost its leadership on the state market. The state 

enterprises refuse to accept for retail such popular independent newspapers as 
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Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta, Belorusskiy Rynok (Belarusian Market), Belorusskaya 

Hazieta (Belarusian Newspaper), etc. The retail department of Belsayuzdruk (Belarusian 

Union Press) in Minsk issued special instruction for the vendors who work at the news-

ǎǘŀƴŘǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴŘƻǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ άǇǳǘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǌƻǿ 

of the showcase in the following orderΥ ½ǾƛŀȊŘŀ ό{ǘŀǊύΣ wŜǎҘǇǳōƭƛƪŀΣ {ƻҘǾŜǘǎƪŀȅŀ 

.ŜƭƻǊǳǎǎƛȅŀΣ bŀǊƻŘƴŀƛŀ DŀȊŜǘŀ όtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ bŜǿǎǇŀҘǇŜǊύΣ YǳƭǘǳǊŀΣ [ƛǘŀǊŀǘǳǊŀ L aŀǎǘŀǘǎǘǾŀ 

ό[ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ !ƴŘ !ǊǘύΣ .ŜƭƻǊǳǎǎƪŀȅŀ bƛǾŀ ό.ŜƭŀҘǊǳǎƛŀƴ /ƻǊƴŦƛŜƭŘύΣ Iƻƭŀǎ wŀŘȊƛƳȅ ό±ƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ 

Homieland), The Minsk Times, Znamia Yunosti (Flag of Youth), Zorka (Dawn), Perekhodnyi 

Vozrast (Awkward Age), Ranitsa (Morning), Siamia (Family), Sportivnaya Panorama 

(Sportive Panorama). These newspapers are state ones, loyal to the present authorities. 

So, even the publications that are acceǇǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜǎΦ  

At the same time, workers of state enterprises and institutions are forced to 

subscribe to state publications: president Lukashenka decided to increase the circulation 

of the main state newspaper Sovetskaya Belorussiya to 500 000 copies, which demands 

forcible subscription to this newspaper. Other state propagandist newspapers, including 

the publications of regional and district executive committees, are distributed in the 

same way. For instance, on 15 March the district executive com-mittee of Hlybokaie 

distributed the order to the heads of local enterprises to subscribe the enterprises and 

subscribe personally to the state newspapers. The order also included the number of 

copies to which it was necessary to subscribe. This practice is widespread in Belarus.  

Warnings to newspapers for publication of critical materials are a means of 

blackmailing the publications which have to change their editorial policy for the fear of 

being closed down. When ARCHE magazine issued the number that was devoted to the 

ǘŜƴǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ [ǳƪŀǎƘŜƴƪŀΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǎŜ±ƛŜǊŀƭ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ όŦƻǊ 

instance, concerning the distribution of the ideology of lukashism in Belarus) the state 

bookstores (the largest part of the market) and news-stands refused to sell it. The 

founders of the magazine received two warnings, as a result of which the magazine can 

ōŜ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘΦ Lƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нллп ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŀƛƴ ŀǘ Ǉƻǎǘ 

the circulation of Asamblieia magazine that was sent in sealed envelopes by the private 

individuals who were its editors. The print-runs of Den (Day), Vremya and Nedelya 

newspapers were often confiscated, especially during the pre-electoral campaign. 

All TV channels are controlled by the state authorities and the news and play-lists of 

the few private and public radio stations are constantly censored. Some of the musicians, 

for instance those who took part in concerts in support of opposition, are deprived of 

ether.  



 
10 REVIEW-CHRONICLE OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN BELARUS IN 2004 

The monitoring of violations of the rights of mass media witnesses that the right to 

access to information is violated all over Belarus. Article 34 of the Constitution 

guarantees to citizens the right to receive complete, precise and timely information 

about the activity of state organs, political, economical and cultural life. Nevertheless, the 

right of journalists to receive information is constantly violated. The correspondent of 

bƻǾŀȅŀ DŀȊŜǘŀ {ƳƻǊƎƻƴƛ LǊȅƴŀ [ǳƘƛƴŀ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

the new registeǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ {ƳŀǊƘƻƴ όIǊƻŘƴŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴύΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 

photo of its interiors either. However, most often this right is violated during elucidation 

of the events of public and political life, scandalous or politically motivated trials. On 22 

WǳƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ LǳǊȅ {ǾƛǊƪƻ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

accredited there. The journalist Iryna Makavietskaia often faced with obstacles during 

ŜƭǳŎƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊҘŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ get to an 

ƻǇŜƴ ǘǊƛŀƭΦ hƴ ну WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘ ƻŦ IǊƻŘƴŀ [Ŝƴƛƴǎƪƛ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳǊǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƛƴ 

Siarhiei Astrautsou, journalist of Radio Liberty, and Iury Taparashau, expert of Belarusian 

Association of Journalists.  

One of the effective means to limit access to information is refusal or deprival of 

accreditation. Such practice is applied both to Belarusian and foreign mass media. On 30 

July the Ministry of Foreign Affairs deprived of accreditation four members of Belarusian 

correspondent station of the Russian TV channel Russia. The reason for such decision was 

the report about the street action of opposition, devoted to the tenth anniversary of the 

presidency of Aliaksandr Lukashenka. The authorities also deported from Belarus the 

representatives of French TV channel for the attempt to elucidate the activity of the 

youth organization ZUBR. Mikhail Podoliak, leading analyst of Vremya newspaper, was 

deported as well. 

In 2004 seVieral cases of beating of journalists were registered. Among the beaten: 

workers of the Russian TV companies Ren-TV and NTV, journalist Paviel Sharamiet. 

During mass actions of the opposition journalists were detained and beaten together 

with participants of the actions ς during the street action in Navapolatsk, devoted to 

anniversary of the disappearance Iury Zakharanka (former minister of internal affairs) 

Vintsent Mudrou, correspondent of Radio Liberty, was detained. Iryna Makavietskaia, 

journalist of Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta, received death threats on the telephone in 

connection with her articles. 

WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ YD. ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ 

when journalists revealed facts of falsification of the parliamentary election and the 
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referendum, the authorities persecuted them for libel instead of conducting check-ups 

on the facts mentioned.  

Besides, civil legislation gives a good opportunity to file groundless suits for 

defamation, which, together with the dependence of the courts and unfair trials is a good 

weapon the officials can use in the struggle against the critical articles that appear in 

press. In 2004 trials with the participation or against mass media became regular. One of 

the evident examples when the defamation suit was used to liquidate a newspaper was 

the suit, filed by the former chair of Belarusian State TV and Radio Company Iahor 

wȅōŀƪƻǳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ά9ƭŜƻƴƻǊŀ ¸ŜȊŜǊǎƪŀȅŀΥ L DǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ CƛǾŜ tƻƻŘǎ ƻŦ [ƻǾŜέ ƛƴ 

bŀǊƻŘƴŀƛŀ ±ƻƭƛŀ όtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ²ƛƭƭύΦ LŀΦ wȅōŀƪƻǳ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴsulted his honor, dignity and business reputation. The court 

of the first instance decided the case in his favor. When the defendants complained 

against this decision to the College Board of Minsk City Court, the sum of the sum of the 

compensation the newspaper was to pay to Rybakou was even increased. The peculiarity 

of the situation is that at the moment of when the court verdict was pronounced, Ia. 

wȅҘōŀƪƻǳ ǿŀǎ ƪŜǇǘ ƛƴ Ƨŀƛƭ ƻƴ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ .ŜƭŀҘǊǳǎƛŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ¢± 

and Radio Company. The court also exacted from the newspaper 15 million rubles for the 

benefit of the businessman Siarhiei Atroshchanka. Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta had to 

pay 3 million rubles to the actor Iauhien Kryzhanouski. Svobodnye Novosti (Free News) 

weekly was sentenced to pay more than 3 million rubles to a former policeman.  

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƛōŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ¢± 

demonstrated the serial Daroha Nikudy (Road Nowhere). The names of its authors 

remain unknown. The attempts to find the authors with the means of the court were 

fruitless. The attempt of Tatsiana Protska, chair of Belarusian Helsinki Committee, to get 

the journalist Iury Prakopau disprove libeling information against her and also get him 

punished for violation of thŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ 

Election Day the state mass media consciously illegally distributed agitation, including the 

doubtless information of pro-governmental exit-poll. BelTA state information agency, the 

Sovetskaya Belorussiya newspaper and other state editions with impunity violated the 

Electoral Code of Belarus by publishing agitation on behalf of foreign citizens. 

The Belarusian regime has repeatedly demonstrated its intention to control the 

distribution of information through Internet. It tries to limit access to undesirable 

Internet resources from Belarus and pressurizes the journalists who put information to 

foreign web sites. A number of representatives of opposition political parties were 

warned as a result of publications on the Internet.  
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On the Election Day some independent informational web sites were blocked, 

including the site of Human Rights Center Viasna. It could be done only by Beltelecom ς 

the monopolist to internet access in Belarus, national operator of electronic 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ IŀŎƪŜǊǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΩфт ǎŜ±ƛŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  

The new law on mass media, that contains new limitations to freedom of press, 

ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ȅŜǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

taking into consideration the opinion of journalists and public circles. The existing draft 

law provides obligatory registration of web-sites. This norm will give the authorities the 

possibility to legally persecute creators of undesirable sites.  

LIMITATION OF FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION. 

Lƴ нллп ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

legal conditions for establishment and activity of independent associations of citizens 

remained unfavorable. In certain respects the legislation and the practice of its usage 

demonstrated the tendency for further limitation of the freedom of association.  

Belarusian legislation on NGOs is one of the strictest in comparison with the laws of 

Europe and CIS. The Civil Code provides seVieral frames for non-commercial 

organizations ς ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀǎǎƻҘŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦǳƴŘΣ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

and union. The main form of NGO, grounded on membership, is public association. The 

ƭŀǿ άhƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƛƴ мффп ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ then amended many 

times regulates the existence and the activity of public associations. However, the 

establishment of such associations is regulated by presidential decrees and the 

registration rules introduced by the Ministry of Justice. All these documents considerably 

change the norms of the law.  

Among the main limitations for the establishment of NGOs is a large fee (more than 

$220 for national public associations and about $100 for local public associations) and 

the demand to have legal address on administrative premises ς it is hard to execute this 

demand in the conditions of total state control. Provision of a legal address (which means 

the creation or legal existence of NGO) often depends on the will of the state officials ς in 

the regions it is necessary to receive the agreement of the state officials for 

establishment of a public association or other NGO. The necessity of legal address is also 

used in struggle against regional structures of opposition parties: actually, the state can 

revoke its agreement for placement of the organization and liquidate its legal address, as 

a result of which the unit ceases to exist legally. In 2004 about 30 regional branches of 

political parties were deprived of legal addresses. The party that has no registered 
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orgŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

election there. In case a party has no structures in the majority of the six regions of 

.ŜҘƭŀǊǳǎΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘΦ Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀƴŘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нллп ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǎtarted the 

large-scale campaign on re-registration of legal addresses (the deadline being 1 February 

2005). As a result of such re-registration a number of public associations and the majority 

of local branches (city and district structures) of political parties and public associations 

can cease to exist.  

At present in Belarus public associations pay for the rented premises on a facility 

tariff, but the abolishment of this facility is actively discussed. As a result the rent can 

suddenly increase and NGOs ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻҘŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻ 

double expertise: by the registering body (the Ministry of Justice for national ones and 

ǘƘŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀҘǘƛƻƴǎύ ŀƴŘ political expertise by the Commission 

on registration and non-registration. This commission has no legal status and was 

established by presidential decree. It consists of the chairs of the main organs of the law 

machinery (KGB, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Internal Affairs, etc.) and is 

controlled by the presidential administration. The conclusion given by the committee is 

grounded on no laws, is closed and non-motivated and often serves for refusals to 

ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻҘŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭt of the existence of such system of registration 

the state registration of a public association is possible only if the latter demonstrates its 

loyalty to the present authorities or in the case they are interested in the establishment 

of such organization. Only about 6% of the applications for registration of public 

associations are satisfied. According to the official information, in 2003 1464 such 

applications were filed. Only 10 applications for the establishment of national public 

associations, 23 ς international, 12 ς regional, 49 ς regional, city, etc. public associations 

were satisfied. In 2004 the proportions remained the same and the order of registration 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ Lƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ-September of 2004 only 60 public associations were 

registered. The one-month term for registration that is provided by the law is executed in 

rare cases, often this process is delayed for years.  

Complaints to court against lawless or groundless non-registration of public 

associations give no results ς courts never take the side of public associations. During 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

sufficient grounds for non-registration of organizations, but refer to sub-legislative acts 

and non-constitutional conclusions of the above mentioned commission. For instance, in 

нллп ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǊǳƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ /ƛǾƛƭ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 
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registered because some paragraphs of its statute violated the law, whereas the statutes 

of some existing pro-governmental NGOs had the same provisions in their statutes.  

In the field of inter-sector interaction public associations are almost deprived of the 

possibility to cooperate with state organs: the Belarusian state is oriented on corporate 

cooperation model with civil society, when only separate public associations (most often 

those controlled or inspired by the state) are chosen for cooperation. On the local level 

the situation is the same.  

Public associations play inconsiderable role in the field of legal initiative: their 

attempts to get laws changed in accordance with their interests give no result. Even the 

discussion of the draft law on public associations in 2004 took place without taking into 

consideration the opinion of public associations. Every lawmaking activity of public 

associations is treated by the authorities as subversion of the state if the contrary is not 

proved.  

Belarusian public associations face considerable difficulties in their activity because 

of unfavorable legislation. It is manifested in the discriminative taxation practice, the 

chances to receive state subsidies, rent premises and purchase property.  

Limitation of human rights activity of NGOs is registered in legislation: for instance, 

according to the law, public associations can defend at trials only interests of their 

members. The rule that requires receiving licenses for editorial activity and other services 

also hinders the activity of public associations. Inequality in the attitude of the state 

towards NGOs is clearly observed: BRSM (Belarusian National Youth Union) and other 

pro-governmental pubic organizations receive considerable state subsidies and other 

support from the budget, whereas other NGOs are deprived of such support. The 

pseudo-NGOs that were established by the state can also use the administrative 

resource: for instance, forcible inclusion into BRSM and the state pioneer organization is 

widespread.  

One of the important factors is that one of the Presidential decrees prohibits the 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǳƴǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘҘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

fine or up to 15r days in jail. It was applied to the activists of the NGOs that were 

ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘΦ Lƴ нллп ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нл ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

activity on behalf of unregistered organizations. The majority of them were 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ рҌΣ ½¦.wΣ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΩфтΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘion Za 

IƻŘƴŀƛŜ ½Ƙȅǘǘǎƛƻ όCƻǊ .ŜǘǘŜǊ [ƛŦŜύΦ !ŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǳƴǊŜƎƛǎҘǘŜǊŜŘ bDhǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

such punishment ς ƛƴ нллп ƛǘ ŎƻƴҘŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻŦ tǊƻ-democratic NGOs of 
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Belarus, Human Rights Center Viasna and Belarusian Student Association. At present the 

tŀǊƭƛŀҘƳŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎҘǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ ƭŀǿΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ 

for the activity on behalf of unregistered or liquidated public associations ς it can make 

the public situation in Belarus yet more complicated.  

The state organs also hinder the distribution of information about the activity of 

bDhǎΦ bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǳƴǊŜƎƛǎҘǘŜǊŜŘ bDhǎ ς the majority 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊҘƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

organizations and moǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  

Public associations have no facilities in the field of business activity ς their economic 

activity is regulated by the general civil and tax laws. The situation is worsened by the 

absence of the legislation about social order, as a result of which public associations 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

taxation of public associations and their profits also conforms to the general practice, 

applied to all economy subjects. The law provides the possibility to accept private 

donations, but there are no legal facilities for it ς only a small number of those who 

ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŜƳǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŀȄŜǎΦ !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ bDhǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ 

any taxes from the received means, but the donors have to pay them. The check-ups of 

public associations that are conducted by the registering organs and tax audits are an 

important means of control ς any check-up can lead to sanctions and any financial 

activity and receiving means from abroad can be considered as violations.  

Presidential decree #24 of 2003 strengthened the control of the financing of NGOs 

from foreign sources. It is still necessary to obtain the permission of Presidential 

Administration for the use of a foreign grant. The administration also considers the 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ƛǘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

impossible to use the means. The decree also increased the punishment for the violation 

of the order for the use of grants. Foreign citizens who give such aid to NGOs can be 

deported. In 2003 and 2004 seVieral citizens of Germany and Great Britain were 

deported for cooperation with NGOs. Representatives of a number of foreign funds were 

denied the right to visit Belarus, even in the case they had visa.  

Belarusian Helsinki Committee and Volia Da Razvittsia (Will for Development) faced 

financial claims from the state in the volume of seVieral thousand US dollars for the use 

of the financial means upon TACIS programs that had been approved by the state earlier. 

Criminal cases were brought against the heads of these organizations Tatsiana Protska 

and Mikhail Varaniets. Later the court justified them and set the lawless tax sanctions 

aside.  
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Liquidation and legal persecution of NGOs are of lawless, punitive nature ς even the 

slightest violation can be presented as a grave one and become a reason for liquidation. 

NGOs are defenseless to police searches and the check-ups that are conducted by justice 

organs. During the electoral and the referendum campaigns that took place in summer 

and autumn 2004 the offices of a number of NGOs and the headquarters of the initiative 

groups of independent candidates suffered from illegal searches and other actions of the 

police or secret services. Searches were conducted at the offices of Independent Institute 

for Socio-9ŎƻƴƻҘƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ όLL{9t{ύ ƛƴ aƛƴǎƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ IǊŀƳŀŘȊƛŀƴǎƪƛŀ 

Initsyiatyvy (Civil Initiatives) in Homiel, the office of Dziedzich in Brest, the offices of 

Belarusian Language Society, Belarusian School Society and Fond Lva Sapiehi (Leu Sapieha 

Fundation) in Hrodna, the office of Young Front in Zhodzina and Human Rights Center 

Viasna in Brest.  

After the election the building in Maladechna, where the offices of Human Rights 

Center Viasna and Belarusian Helsinki Committee were situated, was robbed. Unknown 

persons attempted to burst into the offices of United Civil Party. Such housebreakings 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀҘǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦ  

In general, the present legal environment for the activity of NGOs is unfavorable and 

aimed at pressurization of the organizations that are independent from state organs. The 

legislation and the practice of its use favor only state public associations.  

A separate aspect of the relations between NGOs and the state organs is the wave 

of trials on liquidation of the most famous and active human rights, youth and social 

NGOs. In its Ruling #31 of 23 October 2003 the College Board of the Ministry of Justice 

stated that the campaign on liquidation of public associations started on oral order of 

president of the Republic of Belarus: the Ministry of Justice and the justice boards of 

regional executive committees and Minsk City Executive Committee conducted the 

emergency check-ups and liquidation of public associations to implement it. As a result of 

ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎƭŜŀǊ-ǳǇέ ǎŜ±ƛŜǊŀƭ ŘƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

liquidated and hundreds of them were warned. Simultaneously, obstacles were created 

to registration of new organizations.  

These orders were implemented directly by the organs of justice ς the Ministry of 

Justice with its regional justice boards and the minister Viktar Halavanau at the head. A 

great role was played by regional courts and the Supreme Court according to the verdicts 

ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŎƭŜŀǊ-ǳǇέ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ideological vertical. As a result no organizations managed to defend their right to 
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existence at court. As a result of a new explanation of Article #57 of the Civil Code the 

courts received the right to liquidate public associations for repeated or gross law 

violations. According to the order for the liquidation of public associations that is 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ άhƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ 

the case it received two warnings for the same violation during a year. However, the 

courts ignored this norm. 

In 2004 as a result of trials the youth organizatioƴǎ aŀƭŀŘŀƛŀ IǊŀҘƳŀŘŀ ό¸ƻǳƴƎ 

Society), Belarusian Association of Young Politicians, New Group, the human rights 

organizations Independent Society of Legal Research (ISLR), the scientific research 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀҘǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ Belarusian Engineer 

¢ŜŎƘƴƻҘƭƻƎƛŎ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŜǘŎΦ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘΦ Lƴ нллп 

38 public associations ceased to exist. The majority of the liquidated organizations 

continued their activity despite of the deprival of the legal ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ 

observers to elections and enjoy other rights that were related to state registration. 

Instead of the liquidated ones the authorities establish so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎǘŀǘŜ bDhǎέ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

NGOs that are controlled by the state and are established with the aim of creating the 

illusion of civil society.  

In 2004 the Ministry of Justice applied to parties the techniques initially used 

towards public associations. For instance, the Supreme Court liquidated Belarusian Labor 

Party on the suit of the Justice Ministry that accused the party in having wrong legal 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ рҌ 

received warnings for the establishment of unregistered association of political parties.  

The adoption ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƭŀǿǎ άhƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ άhƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎέ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƻǊǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ άhƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ǿƛŘŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ 

control powers of the registering organs and introduces the obligatory yearly reporting to 

ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ ƭŀǿ άhƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎέ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

persons necessary for registration of a party.  

Religious communities suffer as a result of the non-democratic and discriminative 

legislation. Non-traditional denominations and religious communities are insulted not 

only by the state mass media, but even in schoolbooks. As a result of the campaign on re-

registration of religious organizations dozens of religious organizations and units ceased 

to exist in 2004.  
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LIMITATION OF EDUCATIONAL LIBERTIES AND 

WORKING RIGHTS. 

The authorities try to eradicate the sources of opposition thought in state and non-

state educational establishments by introduction of compulsory ideological subjects 

όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅέύ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Řƛǎƭƻȅŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

establishments. The academic liberties of higher educational establishments are 

extremely limited.  

In 2004 the authorities closed Řƻǿƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ IǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊҘǎƛǘȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

modern European education standards were applied. In spring 2004 the university had 

problems with receiving the license for educational activity. Then the rental agreement 

was cancelled. As a result the univeǊǎƛǘȅ ƭƻǎǘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŜŘǳŎŀҘǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ {ƻƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜŘΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ŎŜŀҘǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

exist at all.  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ [ǳƪŀǎƘŜƴƪŀ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǉǳƛҘŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

university was the distribution of European values and the preparation of the elite that 

could replace the ruling nomenclature in future.  

International Humanities Institute was the other establishment that was closed in 

2004. Jewish organizations considered the liquidation of the institute (that prepared 

specialists in Jewish culture in the department of Jewish studies) as national 

discrimination.  

Iakub Kolas National Humanities Lyceum that was liquidated in 2003 continued its 

activity underground. Despite persecution of the lyceum pupils and their parents, new 

students were accepted and the lessons continued.  

In 2004 the practice of considerable worsening of the conditions for work continued. 

The most important violation of the working rights became the forcible and almost total 

transfer of employees of state enterprises and institutions to the contract form of 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ 5ŜŎǊŜŜ Інф άhƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜέ 

witnesses that employers often ignore the demands of the law when transferring 

employees to the new form of employment. The worst thing in this situation is that after 

conclusion of contracts people become defenseless and dependent on the administration 

of thŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

retire on their own free will. The contract system is convenient for controlling society ς 
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the place of work becomes a place of political control (the threat of dismissal was often 

used towards democratic activists during the election and the referendum conducted in 

2004). 

The state totally controls the working market ς ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŜƴǘŜǊҘǇǊƛǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

either owned by the state completely, or partially (through the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƎƻƭŘŜƴ ǎƘŀǊŜέύΦ 

As a result, the state has the direct influence on the decisions of the employers. The 

control of the working relations has become an important instrument of pressurization of 

civil liberties and a means of control of public life by the state.  

Trade unions have been turned into an organ of state power, all actions of which are 

coordinated with the administrations of enterprises. The pressurization of the few 

independent trade unions is the main direction of the state policy in the working field. 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǘŀƭƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

system of social partnership in the country. People are often violently punished for the 

strikes that have already become the only means of struggling for the execution of the 

ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ  

* * *  

Regular and gross violations of public and political, social, economic and cultural 

rights of citizens of Belarus are an important element of the authoritarian regime and the 

totalitarian ideology that exist in Belarus. Violations of rights and absence of defense 

mechanisms, hard pressurization of native and foreign human rights initiatives allow 

preserving and strengthening the regime of one-man rule in Belarus. So, the reasons of 

the unsatisfactory situation of human rights in Belarus lie in the political field and are a 

conscious element of the state policy. The situation of human rights in Belarus can be 

improved only in case the question of the political power in the country is solved. The 

improvement of the execution of human rights and the appearance of guarantees of 

their rehabilitation is possible only in the case the authoritarian dictatorship in the 

country disappears. 
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JANUARY 

In the beginning of the year the study of the ideology course was included into the 

retraƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻҘŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ 

subject makes the course of studies at least half a month longer. Students and trainers 

are indignant at the fact, but have to study the subject.  

1 January ς Valiery Shchukin, deputy of the Supreme Soviet, had to celebrate the 

New Year at the railway station in Polatsk. It was his 111th night at the railway station, 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻƴ м !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлло ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǾƛŎҘǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǘŜƭ ƛƴ tƻƭŀǘǎƪΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

live for many years. The politician started to live at the railway station to protest against 

it. At first the administration put obstacles to Shchukin and often accused him of 

ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ Ǝƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ƘƛƳ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎƭŜǇǘ ƻƴ ŀ 

bench. Valiery Shchukin has seven grandchildren and, naturally, could meet the New Year 

together with the family. However, it is his principled position to spend nights at the 

railway station. 

On 5 January Belaaziorsk police launched proceedings in an assault and battery 

ŎŀǎŜΦ hƴ н WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘǿƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ bŀǊƻŘƴŀƛŀ IǊŀҘƳŀŘŀ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ LŀǳƘƛŜƴ ŀƴŘ 

bŀǘŀƭƭƛŀ !ƪŀǊƻƴƪŀ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ǳǇ ōȅ ǎǘǊŀƴҘƎŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ LŀǳƘƛŜƴ 

Akaronka, leader of the local social democrats, getting into hospital with broken ribs and 

nose. His wife Natallia had trivial bodily injuries. Natallia is a member of Belaaziorsk city 

soviet. She belongs to democratic group Initiative. Natallia Akaronka says actions of 

police officers right after the incident was reported made her doubt the objectivity of the 

investigation. Soon after the incident the police detained one of the assailants. However, 

soon they let him go.  

On 5 January Raman Kazakievich and Daryia Maldavanava were detained near 

Tsentralny supermarket for distribution of cards with seasonal greetings from the 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ CǊŜŜ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜҘǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ¢ǎŜƴǘǊŀƭƴȅ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ .ƻŀǊŘ 

of Internal Affairs. The police drew up reports of violation of Article #143 of the Code of 

!ŘƳƛҘƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ hŦŦŜƴŎŜǎ όǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛҘȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

public services). 

On 9 January Belarusian Independent trade union resumed publi-shing its weekly 

ǘƘŜ {ŀƭƛŘŀǊƴŀǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŎŀҘƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ мн 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллоΦ hƴ мт 

December Svietach printing press, based in Minsk, informed the editors it would not print 

the news-paper because of the overload. Now the newspaper is printed by a company in 

Smolensk, Russia.  
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On 11 January Homiel journalist Iryna Makavietskaia, known for her articles in 

Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta, encountered telephone threats. An unknown person 

phoned to her during an hour, demanding to stop her journalistic activity and threatening 

ǘƻ άōǳǊȅέ ƘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛse. Iryna taped one of the calls. On 11 January she applied to the 

ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǊҘŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎΦ  

On 12 January CǊŀƴǘǎȅǎƪ {ƪŀǊȅƴŀ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǊŜҘŎŜƛҘǾŜŘ 

ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘŜǊƳƛҘƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ .LS occupied 

an office at Rumiantsau Str., 13. Partyzanski borough Housing and municipal service 

demands the BLS to leave the building in two months. The official ground for such actions 

is the lack of premises for municipal services of the borough. Alieh Trusau, the chair of 

ǘƘŜ .ŜƭŀҘǊǳǎƛŀƴ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎΣ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǇǊŜǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

attempts to close us a year ago, when we received two official warnings from the Justice 

Ministry. Now the Belarusian Language Society is pressed according to the scheme of the 

Belarusian Lyceum ς ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǳǎǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎέΣ ǎŀȅǎ !ƭƛŜƘ 

Trusau. By the way, two newspapers and four organizations are registered on the BLS 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ .[{Φ  

On 14 January Iakau Hutman, head of the World Association of Belarusian Jews, 

ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƻǎǘŜǊΣ ǳǊƎƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

Lukasheƴƪŀ ζ¢ƻ {ǘƻǇ 5ŜƳƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƛƴ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎηΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ aǊΦ IǳǘƳŀƴ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŦƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

detained by police and taken to Minsk city police station. The police kept him there for 

seVieral hours, drew up a report for unauthorized picketing, and took him to court. 

Leninski Borough Court judge Aliena Tsierashkova issued an official warning to him.  

On 14 January during an informal talk at Homiel Chyhunachny Borough Board of 

Internal Affairs the journalist of Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta Iryna Makavietskaia was 

informed that it would be impossible to bring a criminal case on the fact of the death 

threats. The reason is that the Criminal Code contains no articles that would give 

punishment for telephone threats and a case can be brought only in the case threat is 

manifested in some actions.  

On 14 JanuaryΣ ŀǘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нлло ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛҘƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ¦ƭŀŘȊƛƳƛǊ bŀǾǳƳŀǳ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ t!/9 ǊŜporter Christos 

Pourgourides had concluded the top Belarusian officials were connected to political 

ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎΦ ¦ƭŀŘȊƛƳƛǊ bŀǾǳƳŀǳ ǎŀƛŘΥ ζIŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ L 
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ŀƴǎҘǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴηΦ !ŎҘŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

¦ƭŀŘȊƛƳƛǊ bŀǾǳƳŀǳ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ aǊΦ tƻǳǊҘƎƻǳǊƛŘŜǎ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ мΦр 

hours. However, Navumau refused to say what they were talking about, referring to the 

ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ tƻǳǊƎƻǳҘǊƛŘŜǎΥ ζLǘ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΥ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜ ƻǳr conversation 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎηΣ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ bŀҘǾǳƳŀǳ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǎ tƻǳǊƎƻǳǊƛŘŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊŀƴҘŘǳƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

disappearances in Belarus and made his conclusions. In particular, he reported Uladzimir 

bŀǾǳƳŀǳ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ [ŀǇŀǘǎƛƪΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ 

claiming Viktar Sheiman was one of the suspects. Only when Mr. Pourgourides suggested 

ŀ ƎǊŀǇƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜΣ bŀǾǳƳŀǳ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ [ŀǇŀǘǎƛƪΩǎ Ǌeport 

was authentic. According to Mr. Pourgourides, then Uladzimir Navumau claimed the 

ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ [ŀǇŀǘǎƛƪΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΦ ¦ƭŀŘȊƛƳƛǊ bŀǾǳƳŀǳ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ 

ƛƴ aǊΦ tƻǳǊƎƻǳҘǊƛŘŜǎΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ {h.w ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ tŀǳƭƛŎƘŜƴƪŀΣ 

suspected of organizing abduction and killing of Zakharanka, Hanchar, and Krasouski. 

Today journalists asked Minister Navumau why he had done nothing to convince 

Paulichenka to meet with Mr. Pourgourides. Uladzimir Navumau took all the 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΥ ζ!ǎ ŦŀǊ as Lieutenant Colonel Paulichenka is concerned, I believe, as a 

Minister of Internal Affairs I answered all questions to me and my subordinates, because I 

ŀƳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭηΦ  

On 15 January Iakau Hutman went on hunger-strike of protest against the 

manifestations of the state anti-Semitism in Belarus.  

On 15 January it was the 14th anniversary of the establishment of Iakub Kolas 

Belarusian National Humanities Lyceum. Pupils continue learning there despite all 

obstacles of the state organs. On that day they came to Kastrynichnitskaia Square of 

aƛƴǎƪ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΥ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜΗέ  

On 15 January two suits on protection of honor, dignity, business reputation and 

compensation of the moral harm were filed with Minsk Leninski Borough Court by the 

TAA Alliance-ƳŜŘƛŀ όŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hōƻȊҘǊŜǾŀǘŜƭ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊύ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƳŀƴ {ƛŀǊƘƛŜƛ 

!ǘǊƻǎƘŎƘŀƴƪŀ όǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛҘŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊύΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǇƭŀƛƴǘƛŦŦ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

newspaper to pay moral damages worth 50 million rubles. The suits are grounded on the 

ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ά{ŜǊƎŜȅ hǘǊƻǎƘŎƘŜƴƪƻΩǎ hōƻȊǊŜǾŀǘŜƭΥ .ŀƴŘƛǘ ¢ǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ŜƻƴƛŘ [ŜǾƛƴέΣ 

Narodnaia Volia newspaper published on 3 September 2003. The author of the article 

analyzed the conflict between the editorial board of Obozrevatel and the head of the 

Union of Jewish organizations and communities Lieanid Levin. The conflict evolved from 
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the article by Obozrevatel. Are deputies Kastsian, Navasiad and Fralou Personal Anti-

{ŜƳƛǘŜǎΚέΦ aǊΦ [ŜǾƛƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘor corrupted the sense of his interview and shared 

this opinion with Narodnaia Volia. The founders of TAA Alliance-media, in their turn, 

ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ άǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ aǊΦ [ŜǾƛƴ ŀǎ 

means of dishonest fight for the reŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳƛǘ ǊŜŀŘǎΣ άǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ bŀǊƻŘƴŀƛŀ ±ƻƭƛŀ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜŀǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ 

plaintiff asks the court to find the title of the article and seVieral expressions, used in it, 

άƛƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊΣ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ bŀǊƻŘƴŀƛŀ ±ƻƭƛŀ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǾŜ 

them and publish its apologies and exact from the defendant 50 million rubles in favor of 

the editorial board of Obozrevatel. The second article mentioned in the suit appeared on 

26 NovembŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά²Ƙŀǘ YƛƴŘ ƻŦ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ CŜŜƭǎ ²Ŝƭƭ ƛƴ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎΚέΦ Lǘǎ 

author Maryna Koktysh asked the Belarusian economists to comment on the interview of 

{ƛŀǊƘƛŜƛ !ǘǊƻǎƘŎƘŀƴƪŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊŦŀȄ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά.ŜƭŀǊǳǎ ƘŀŘ 

wonderful conditionǎ ŦƻǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέΦ ! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά!ǘǊƻǎƘŎƘŀƴƪŀ ƛǎ 

ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎ ǊƛǎŜ ŀōƻǾŜ {Ƙƪƭƻǳ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƭŜǾŜƭέΣ ά!ǘǊƻǎƘŎƘŀƴƪŀΩǎ 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜέΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛŎ ȅŜƭǇƛƴƎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ōȅ 

the plaintiff as diǊŜŎǘ ƛƴǎǳƭǘǎΦ Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƛǘ {Φ !ǘҘǊƻǎƘŎƘŀƴƪŀ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΣ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ƻŦ 

the Republic of Belarus, had the right to free expression of his personal opinion on every 

matter. At the same time, he thinks that Narodnaia Volia insulted his honor, dignity and 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ƘŀǊƳέ ōȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

opponents. The plaintiff asks the court to oblige the newspaper to publish the 

άŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ōƻŀǊŘέ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŀƴǘ рл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǊǳōƭŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

favor.  

On 15 January Zubr resistance movement celebrated its third anniversary. SeVieral 

national white-red-white flags were hung out in the main streets of Baranavichy, 

Prytutski and Charnysheuski streets, on the wires between the buildings. Zubr activists 

posǘŜŘ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƭƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ά[ƻƴƎ [ƛǾŜ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎΗέ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 

regions of Belarus. On 15 and 16 January the stickers appeared in the town of Stoubtsy 

(Minsk region). The activists posted stickers at the bus stops, markets and railway 

stations of many other towns and cities.  

On 16 January the administration of Belarusian State Youth Theater (BSYT) fired the 

head of the trade union committee Maryna Dudarava when her contract ended. 

Uladzimir Mamonka, chair of Minsk regional trade union organization is sure that 

Dudarava was fired for trade union activity.  

On 16 January Aksana Novikava was summoned to court. Minsk Savietski Borough 

Court was to hear the case of her detention on 24 November during action of protest 
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against the possible referendum with the purpose to prolong the term of the presidential 

ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ !Φ [ǳҘƪŀǎƘŜƴƪŀΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ мт ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ !ƪǎŀƴŀ bƻǾƛƪŀǾŀ ŀƳƻƴƎ 

them. She was released at 9 p. m. and was supposed to come to court on 25 November. 

However, Aksana Novikava decided not to come to the court. She explained her position: 

άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǿƛƭƭΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ƛǘǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ 

ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƳέΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ƻƴ мс WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ 

decided to fine A. Novikava  

On 16 January the police detained two Zubr activists, Aliaksiei Kontar and Paviel 

Iukhnievich, for handing out Supratsiu newspaper near the tube station Pushkinskaia. At 

first the guys were taken to the police station, based inside the tube. One of the 

ǇƻƭƛŎŜƳŜƴ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

printed. Then the detainees were driven to the board of internal affairs of Minsk tube 

(Frantsysk Skaryna Avenue, 6). In some time the detainees were let go, because the issue 

data were printed in the newspaper.  

On 16 January the last issue of Region-Vesti newspaper came out in Svetlahorsk. 

This was the forth issue of the newspaper offering the readers only TV listings. However, 

the subscribers did not receive the last issue even in such a form. Regional department of 

.ŜƭŀǊǳǎΩ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭȅ ά.ŜƭǇƻŎƘǘŀέ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

termination of the distribution contract. Since the New Year the only non-state 

newspaper in Svietlahorsk has been distributed only through subscription. This year the 

number of subscribers dropped almost three times. Today only one employee works for 

the Region-Vesti. The newspaper senior editor Mikola Pasiedzka claims they were forced 

to publish nothing but TV listings, because Svietlahorsk authorities prohibited the local 

ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƻ ƻŦ άwŜƎƛƻƴ-±ŜǎǘƛέΦ LŀǳƘƛŜƴ 

Zhdanovich, deputy head of Svietlahorsk executive committee, strongly denies 

tŀǎƛŜŘȊƪŀΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ IŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ άƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎέΦ άLŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΣ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘΣέ ς he told the Press Service of the 

.ŜҘƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΦ {ǾŜǘƭŀƘƻǊǎƪ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 

and is directly subordinate to the local executive committee. BAJ press service knows 

that at present Svetlahorsk printing press prints only one edition ς Khimvalakno factory 

newspaper. It is published twice a month. The printing press is struggling to survive on 

small occasional ordŜǊǎΦ άhōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƴƻ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ 

ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƻǊŘŜǊǎέΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлло 

άwŜƎƛƻƴ-±Ŝǎǘƛέ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 

committee Baliaslau Pirshtuk saw it in one of village shops and banned local consumer 

society to sell the newspaper in its retail network. The newspaper staff recalls in the 
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summer of 2003 the Region-Vesti newspaper was booming. It has increased its 

circulation, changed the design and started to come out in two colors, having concluded 

ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ wŜŎƘȅǘǎŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ 

readership has grown. However, in September the Rechytsa printer terminated the 

contract with ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ άǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ ƻǾŜǊƭƻŀŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 

ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎέΦ !ƭƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ǘƘŜ 

newspaper was printed in Minsk, which increased printing and delivery costs. Besides 

that, the change of the printer affected the newspaper schedule. It got to the readers a 

ƭƻǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊǎΦ άLǘΩǎ ǇǳǊŜƭȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜέΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ aƛƪƻƭŀ tŀǎƛŜŘȊƪŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ Ƙŀd been 

after us for a long time, but became especially active after we started to take interest in 

the activities of local authorities. They issue all punitive orders orally, so that it would 

ǎŜŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦέΦ 

In the middle of January in Smarhon workers of tax inspection twice confiscated 

from public distributors the non-state Mestnaya Gazeta and the money, received from its 

sale. It was the version of the issue that contained the materials, written by the 

journalists of the suspended Novaya Gazeta Smorgoni. In the evening of 15 January the 

ǘŀȄ ƛƴǎҘǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ aŜǎǘƴŀȅŀ DŀȊŜǘŀΦ hƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ 

on 16 January. The inspectors drew the reports for unlicensed trade on all of the 

detainees, referring to the decision of Smarhon Town Executive Committee of 18 

December to exclude printed editions from the list of the items, permitted for trade. 

Meanwhile, on 15 January the editorial board of Mestnaya Gazeta received from the 

ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳҘƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ the goods permitted for retail, which included blanks, 

paper, stationery, books and newspapers. Ramuald Ulan, founder of Novaya Gazeta 

{ƳƻǊƎƻƴƛΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǘŀȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊƎŀƴǎ 

pay such a great attention only ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘҘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ aŜǎǘƴŀȅŀ DŀȊŜǘŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ 

ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ōȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ bƻǾŀȅŀ DŀȊŜǘŀ {ƳƻǊƎƻƴƛέΣ τ said Ulan. At first the non-state 

Mestnaya Gazeta used to be issued only in Vaukavysk. Since November 2003, when the 

issue of Novaya Gazeta Smorgoni was suspended by the authorities, Mestnaya Gazeta 

started to print additional weekly number for the town of Smarhon.  

On 19 January it became known that Minsk Maskouski Borough inspection on dues 

and taxes fined Belarusian Helsinki Committee 380 million rubles (about 176 thousand US 

dollars) for the alleged non-payment of taxes from TACIS grant. The sum of the fine 

exceeded all the finances received by Belarusian Helsinki Committee for the whole time 

since it came into being. The leaders of BHC were convinced that this decision was 

lawless and complained to court against it.  
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On 19 January ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ рҌ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ tƻǇǳƭŀǊ CǊƻƴǘΣ 

United Civil Party, Belarusian Social Democratic Hramada, Party of Belarusian 

Communists, and Belarusian Labor Party announced they have a common strategy for 

the upcoming parliamentary election in Belarus. Leaders of the parties Vintsuk Viachorka, 

!ƴŀǘƻƭ [ƛŀҘōƛŜŘȊƪŀΣ {ǘŀƴƛǎƭŀǳ {ƘǳǎƘƪƛŜǾƛŎƘΣ {ƛŀǊƘƛŜƛ YŀƭƛŀƪƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ !ƭƛŀƪǎŀƴŘǊ .ǳƪƘҘǾƻǎǘŀǳ 

signed the MemoranŘǳƳΣ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀǇҘǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜƳҘōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛǎƘ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōȅ 

Lithuanian parliamentarian Vaclav Stankevic. The Five+ is forming a single list of 

parliamentary candidates. It ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀΥ άммлҌммлέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻŀҘƭƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ н ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴŎȅΦ Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ŀ 

άƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜέ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘΣ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ 

will take his place.  

On 20 January aƛƴǎƪ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳǊǘ WǳŘƎŜ !ƪǎŀƴŀ .ǳŘƻǳǎƪŀƛŀ ǇƻǎǘҘǇƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ 

on liquidation of the human rights NGO till 28 January. The ground for postponement 

ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ bDhΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

continue after the complaint is considered. The representative of the plaintiff, specialist 

of the Justice department of Minsk City Executive Committee Mr. Shcharbovich, 

protested against postponement. In his opinion, the Independent Society for Legal 

Research is intentionally delaying the trial. Aliena Tankachova, the NGO chairperson, is of 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΥ ζbƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ 

ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴŦƻǳƴҘŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 

to show the absurdity of ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳηΦ 

On 20 January Iryna Makavietskaia learned from Valiery Stryhaliou, head of Homiel 

Chyhunachny borough Police Department that the police identified the person who 

threatened to her. It turned out to be Viachaslau Bulkin, 25, employee of Homiel TV and 

Radio company. However, the law-enforcing bodies did not consider his actions a crime. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀҘƴŀǘƻǊȅ ƴƻǘŜ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ aǊΦ .ǳƭƪƛƴ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ 

Iryna Makavietskaia in order to express his opinion, without evil intent and of course 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άƭȅƴŎƘέ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΦ IŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

with the fact that Makavietskaia was a journalist of the opposition newspaper that 

άŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜέΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜr and undertook not to 

disturb her in future. These explanations evidently justified him in the eyes of the police, 

but the journalist was indignant at their reluctance to punish the telephone terrorist. She 

also doubts the offender was acting independently. He confessed that he had found her 

ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŘŀǘŀҘōŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

malice. 
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On 21 January the web-ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΩфт ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ƘŀŎƪŜǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ !ƴǘƻƴ aƛŜƭƴƛŎƘǳƪ ζ.ŜƭŀǊǳǎƛŀƴ ¢ǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘ tƻǊƴ {ŜƭƭŜǊǎηΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜō-site 

was attacked by simulation of a huge number of hits, which result in blocked access to 

the site. The Charter-97 press center informs, Anton Mielnichuk is a pseudonym, the 

journalist who has published the article on their web-site, is not going to uncover his real 

name. This is done for security purposes, because the article describes criminal methods 

of Belarusian child porn sellers, some of whom have already been arrested by special 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{!Σ CǊŀƴҘŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ {Ǉŀin. Many Belarusian and foreign mass media 

reported the arrests, and wrote about Minsk company Regpay, which distributed child 

porn materials. Anton Mielnichuk published new names and facts about the organizers of 

this criminal business in Belarus, about their links to employees of the law-enforcing 

bodies, about schemes of money laundering in Latvia and Russia, and other details of this 

black business. However, since the morning of January 20 the access to the web-site has 

been blocked.  

On 21 January 21 it became known, that the magazine Asamblieia disappeared from 

Minsk post office. Usually the edition is sent to public associations in sealed envelopes on 

behalf of publishers ς natural persons. Practically, it was a violation of the secrecy of 

privatŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎҘǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ-motivated censorship. The NGO 

ƳŀҘƎŀȊƛƴŜ !ǎŀƳōƭƛŜƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мффтΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ 

NGOs in Belarus and it is the only national edition of this kind. On 10 January 2004 the 

publisƘŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ άbDhǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎέΣ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 

participation of NGOs in the upcoming parliamentary election campaign. The highlight of 

the issue was the so-called Grey list ς ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ ǇŜǊҘǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 

political repression against non-governmental organizations. Earlier, for many times the 

bureaucrats of the Ministry of Justice expressed their anger with the acute materials of 

the magazine, hence quite logically the publishers link the magazine detention with its 

contents. The lawyer Iury Chavusau, who defends non-governmental organizations, 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΥ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŜ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎsical violation of the 

secrecy of private correspondence. The post office employees detained and possibly 

looked through the mail of private persons, which was directed to hundreds of non-

governmental organizations all over the country. Now the post office staff refused to 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŎǳǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀǎǎ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎҘǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

motives in the modern history of Belarus: seVieral hundreds letters ǿƛǘƘ άǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘέ 

information did not reach the addressees. 




