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PREAMBLE: CONCLUSIGNAND GENERALIZATIOS

In 2004 the political situation in Belarus was distinguished by further worsening of
the situation of human rights and the relations between the state and individuals.
Regular and deliberate human rights violations became a necessary condition for the
strengthening of the unlimited dictatorial powey infringements of human rights served
a4 GKS FdzyRF3YSyd F2NJ [ dzZAK2NAGE NRAFYAAY
development of totalitarianism.

One of the main factors that influenced the public and fudi situation in Belarus
in 2004 was the Parliamentary election and the nationwide referendum concerning the
LI2aaAoAtAlde (G2 LINRft2y3 !EAF1alyRNI [dzl | 3
fAJdZARI GA2Y 2F GKS 02y a3 leh & paible p5esidentiaNI 2
terms defined the state policy and influenced it in all circles of public life. This factor
YF3YAFTSAGSR Ay GKS &LKSNBE 2F KdzYly N3
against political opponents and prosecution of oppiosi-mindedness, enforcement of
new discriminative legal acts, further limitation of the freedom of the press, violation of
the liberty of peaceful assemblies and associations and other obstacles for the enjoyment
of personal liberties by citizens of Balar

Citizens of Belarus were deprived of the right to take part in the state government
with the assistance of elected representatives. The election to the Chamber of
wWSLINBaSyidlraAgSa sl ayQi FNBS FyR RSY2ONI
thh 0 61 & LINBSLI NBSR o6& (KS FdzZiK2NAGASA AY
Lukashenka expressed: the list of the future members of the Parliament was composed ir
I ROy OSd [dzl | aKSYy{lFQad | RKSNByida 6SNB Ay
ittt KS NBadzZ# 6a 2F GKS StSOGA2Y RARY QO NBT
LINE OSRdzNBE 2F (0KS St SOG2NXf OFYLIAIY YR
gAft 2F . StIFINMzZAAlIYA YR 02 NNEB A& LRsaR SR v !
to the international standards.

Belarusian authoritarian regime has no democratic frames for its power. It
pressurizes not only political and personal civil rights: the defense of the social rights of
workers in Belarus has been ruined by making trad®ns a part of the state and the
destruction of the social partnership. The official ideology is incompatible with freedom
of opinion and press.

¢CKS [ dziK2NAGASE R2y QiU I06ARS o6& 0GKSANJI (
of Civil and Political Rights and pay no attention to thdaisiin of international human
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rights institutions. The critical resolutions on Belarus, adopted by the UN Commission for
| dzYl'y wA3IKGA AY Hnno YR unnn RARYyQO YI
were officially declared a manifestation of polélcpressurization of Belarus for its
independent policy at international level. Despite the fact that the report about the
Covenant execution was to have been presented to the office of the Supreme Commissa
2y 1 dzYly wA3IKGGa Ay |beded daieylt isinot/knokin eket whigthiek f f
it is being prepared or will be prepared in future. Actually, Belarusian authorities try to
minimize contacts with international human rights community.

POLITICAL PERSECUTION AND LIMITATIONS OF CIVII
RIGHTS.

In Belaus the present authorities often use the means of criminal and
administrative prosecution in the struggle against their political opponents. This is
possible due to the absence of independent and fair court and the mechanisms for
restoration of the violatd rights and legal interests of citizens.

The criminal case against Mikhail Marynich that was brought in 2004 became the
most known fact of pressurization of political opponents of the regime. Mikhail Marynich
is a weHknown public activist of Belarus, rfoer head of Minsk City Executive
Committee, former minister of foreign economic relations, former ambassador of Belarus
in Latvia, Estonia and Finland, deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the 12th and the 13tr
convocations. At the time when the criminal casas brought he was the chairman of
0KS LJzoftAO | 43a20AFGA2y 51 StF@FAl LyAaAtGae.
of the public movement Za Hodnaie Zhyttsio (For Worthy Life). According to some
experts, the persecution of Marynich is connectedhis intention to run for presidency
during the presidential election in 2006. Even before the criminal persecution, on 13 April
2004 Mikhail Marynich was fined for the activity on the behalf of the unregistered
association Za Hodnaie Zhyttsio (For WgrLife). The criminal persecution started on 24
L LINAE Z FFGSNI GKS SEFYAYLFEGA2Y 2F al NByAOI
confiscated. At night of 225 April M. Marynich was interrogate concerning the money
found in his car and inviteaf an interrogation to KGB. On 26 April he was arrested and
Gr1Sy G2 YD. Aazftlrda2N®» {22y LINRA&SOdzi 2N
GKFEdG o0St2y3aSR (2 ad alNEBYAOK |YyR KAa
al NBEYyAOKZ 0dzi imthedigb@rients\othe iadcisafiGhRither.

At first the criminal case was brought upon Article 377 of the Criminal Code (theft or

damage of documents, seals or rubkstamps), because during the searches the
documents that concerned the previous activity Mikhail Marynich as a minister and
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ambassador were confiscated. Then the investigation brought a criminal case upon
Article 295 of the Criminal Code (lllegal operations with firearms, ammunition and
SELX 2aA0Saé¢d ¢KS LINBt AYAnich Wds give® 6rdzhid ey 2 y
article. This was the formal reason to detain him in the KGB isolator since April and till the
FAYLFE O2dzNII RSOA&AA2Y GKFG 61 & LINRPYy2dzy OSF
of violation of this article.

Theonlyt OOdzal A2y G2 aAlKFEAf al NBYyAOK K|
F LILINRLINAR I A2y E 2F (GKS O2YLJziSNAE |yR 2NAI
aSFNOK Ay GKS 3JINIX3IS 2F al NBYAOKQaA azyo
total) were lent on freecharge basis to Dzelavaia Initsyiatyva (Business Initiative)
association by the US Embassy. The Embassy had no pretensions to Mikhail Marynic
which was confirmed at the trial by the special statement of the State Department of the
US. Dzél @I A | LyAdaerl e gl 6. dzaAySaa LYyAGAL
Despite this, on 30 December the court of Minsk District and the town of Zaslaul,
presided by judge Liudmila Dauzhenka found Mikhail Marynich guilty of violation of
Article 21 of the Criminal Code (Especially lasgale theft committed with the abuse of
the official powers) and sentenced him to five years in jail with property confiscation and
prohibition to occupy any official positions for another five years. The manndneof
investigation and the court consideration of this case witnessed that the criminal
persecution of Mikhail Marynich was a consequence of his public position and political
I OGABAGEDd ¢KAE OFrasS Aa |y SOARSYymenSEL YL

The cases against Valery Lievanieuski and Aliaksandr Vagsatelitknown activists
2F .St NHzZAlY 0 dzachbgcsdndesn YWsrying do those @i Ynfeydad to
criticize Lukashenka and his crew. These businessmen from Hrodna were sentenced t
t62 @SIFENBR Ay 2FAf F2N) aAyadzZ d 2F LINBAARS
The trial and the severe sentenced evidently served as a means of intimidation. V.
Lievanieuski and A. Vasilieu organized seVieral large actions and strikes ratiBela
businessmen including the demonstration in Hrodna on 1 May 2004. The criminal case:
against them were brought upon part 2 of Article 368 of the Criminal Code of the
Republic of Belarus public insult of Lukashenka accompanied with accusationsuseab
2F LIRSNIP ¢KS F2NXIf NBlFrazy FT2N KS Ol a
printed in the flysheets with the invitation to the action of 1 May and made fun of the
RSYl 323e 2F &2YS LR{AGAOAI YA | yRskidya AR
Vasilieu was also charged upon Article 342 of the Criminal Code for the organization o
the unauthorized meeting of businessmen on 1 May during which gross violations of
public order allegedly took place. On 7 September judge of Hrodna Lelosiugh
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Court Dzmitry DE YOK I y 31 F2dzyR +® [ ASOlFyYyASdza]l A
them for two years in jail for insult of president (Vasilieu also for the organization of mass
riot). The court also ruled to exact for the benefit of the statethe computers and other
organization equipment exacted from the prisoners during the preliminary investigation.
The formal reason for the confiscation was that the equipment was used as a means with
which the crime was committed.

The absence of a faand independent court system (all judges are appointed by
president and can be fired by president as well) makes it possible to use such
mechanisms of criminal persecution in the struggle against opponents of the present
regime. The threat of criminal persution, especially upon Articles 367 and 368 of the
Criminal Code (libel of president and insult of official) is used against the critics of the
existing regime; human rights activists, journalists and opposition politicians.

For instance, in 2004 crimah cases upon the mentioned articles were brought
against the politicians Andrei Klimau, Anatol Liabiedzka (leader of the United Civil Party)
the journalist Iryna Khalip, Hary Pahaniaila (human rights activistchiaie of Belarusian
Helsinki Committeg)the public activist Aksana Novikava, etc. In all these cases criminal
persecution is used for intimidatioq during the investigation the suspects and the
I 00dzaSR ¢SNBE G2 02YS (2 LINRBOdz2NI G42NRa 27
the dangerof searches at their premises and arrests. We should also mention that
accusations in libel of president and the present authorities were actively used against
candidates to the Parliament as a reason to exclude them from the electoral race (such
candidatess as Maryna Bahdanovich, Alieh Volchak and Aliaksandr Tsynkievich, fol
instance). The persecution concerned also other participants of the electoral campaigns
YSYOSNR 2F GKS AYAOGAFGAGS 3INRdAzZLIA GKI G
proxies, obsrvers and journalists.

A separate aspect of the Parliamentary election in Belarus was the struggle for
improvement of the electoral legislation and release of political prisoners, which
manifested in the hungestrike of three deputies of the Chamber Bepresentatives in
which other public activists from all Belarus became involved (the total number of the
hungekrstrikers was about 20 persons).

t 2t AGAOIE NBLINBaaiAzy ol ayQid dzaSR 2yf ¢
political regime. Human righ organizations and activists felt strong pressure as well. In
2004 the criminal cases against Tatsiana Protska, chair of Belarusian Helsinki Committe
GKS O2YYAGGSSQa | O02dzy3dlk yd ¢ (aAipayient wdzf
of taxes from theforeign financial aid, provided by the EU. This aid was received in
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conformity with all demands of Belarusian legislation. Later, after a long investigation,
these cases were stopped. Such pressurization or lawless arrests were especially ofte
used in cof SOGA2Y BAGK RAAUGNA3OdzIAZ2Y 2F Ay T2
activists Tatsiana Reviaka and Hary Pahaniaila were detained for distribution of the
official resolution of the Council of Europe concerning the missing persons in Belarus).

lury Bandazheuski, scientist from Homiel who was confessed a prisoner of
conscience, is still kept in jail.

Arrests, violence, and truncheons are used against participants of peaceful
RSY2Y &GN dA2yad ¢KS INBFGSald ydzyo SNing2 ¥
the actions of 1 May in Hrodna, 25 March in Minsk and 21 July in Minsk. The organizers c
Chernobyl Way action that took place on 26 April were punished. On the eve of the
election participants of the prelectoral campaigns of opposition candidatdbe
candidates and the researches who conducted-pgit were detained by the police all
over the country. The police violence was especially evident during the peaceful actions
of protest against the falsifications of the results of the election and réferendum.
These actions took place in the end of October. For instance, the head of the riot squac
L2t A0S 2F aAyal tIRFOASR |yR KAA& &dz 2N
United Civil Party. The persons who beat the politician remain unpedisn the
contrary, Belarusian courts regularly fine and imprison participants of meetings and
demonstrations. Trials on such cases are often a pure formality. In 2004 Human Right:
Center Viasna conducted the monitoring of the execution of the right itotfi@al during
consideration of administrative cases. The results of the monitoring show that during
O2Y&AARSNYI A2y 2F | RYAYAAUGNrGA@Q®S Olasa e
of the process law.

On the eve of the revote of the second round bktpresidential election in the
Ukraine the police groundlessly detained in Minsk seVieral dozens of Belarusian citizen
who were going to the Ukraine as international observers. Among the detainees there
were many members of HRC Viasna.

At the same timan Belarus there are adopted nearonstitutional laws that permit
human rights violations and infringement of the immunity of private premises and
private life to the police and secret services. The amendments to the law about the state
security organs thatvere adopted in the first reading considerably increase the powers
of secret services concerning violation of the secret of private life, allow to bug private
GStSLIK2yS GFrft1a YR 3S0 Ayd2 LINAGFGS LINEK
also inroduce punishment for revealing divulgation of secret informants that are
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directed by secret services to public organizations, political parties, state institutions and
20KSNJ 2NBFYyATFdGA2yad hy [dAlFaKSy{1l Q&d LIS
0KS A0NHA3IES F3AFAyald LREAGAOIT 2LILRYSyYyl:E

So, 2004 was distinguished by the increasing pressurization of the persons whc
openly express their disagreement with the official ideology and criticize theypofi
Aliaksandr Lukashenka. The persons who stated their intentions to run at the presidential
election in 2006 are pressurized worst of all. Not only are -lwedwn activists and
leaders of civil movements pressurizedmore and more often the authorite are
threatening ordinary citizens who have their own point of view. The expansion of
totalitarian ideology in Belarus can put an end to the existence of legal opposition to
Aliaksandr Lukashenka, the fundament of the ideology being the cult of the pefsba
incumbent president.

LIMITATION OF FREEDOM OF PRESS.

The struggle against the liberty of press and the liquidation of alternative sources of
information has always been a priority direction of the state policy of the present regime.
In the very bginning of his presidency Lukashenka started a war against independent
press which is still going on. The result of this-year war became the appearance of
closed society in Belarus that is oriented on state control of information and the
monopoly of shte mass media and propaganda.

The legislation of Belarus is very unfavorable to mass media. The procedure of
registration of mass media lets the authorities prevent the establishment of undesirable
sources of alternative information. The existing ordeagreement of the legal addresses
of editorial board with local administrations allows unmotivated refusals to every new
edition. In 2004 the local authorities refused to provide legal addresses to the editorial
board of such editions as Afisha (Billooareewspaper from Smarhon, Novaya Gazeta
Smorgoni (New Newspaper of Smarhon), Sobstvennyi Kommentariy (Own Commentary
and Volny Horad (Free Town) from Krychau. Despite of the legal guarantees to journalis
activity, journalists are in fact unprotected frormdministrative pressurization and
persecution by the authorities.

The legislation is unfavorable and equivocal. In addition, it is often interpreted
differently and used as a means of censorship and liquidation of undesirable mass media
In 2004 such newmpers as Volnaie Hlybokaie (Free Hlybokaie) and Vitsiebski Kurjier
(Vitsiebsk Courier) were issued with blank spaces. The editors of Mestnaya Gazeta (Loc
Newspaper) from Vaukavysk faced with censorship at printing hoy#es typographies
of Minsk, Baanavichy and Slonim refused to print the newspaper. The existing order for
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distribution of editions from foreign countries in Belarus allows controlling this segment
of the market: at present all legal entities and private entrepreneurs who deal with
distribution of foreign mass media have to agree the catalogue of the distributed
publications with the Ministry of Information and present to it a copy of every publication
they distribute, which is a mechanism of preliminary censorship of foreign publications

The speeches of opposition politicians on the state TV and radio were constantly
censored as well as the texts of their prkectoral flysheets. During the election state
printing houses purposefully censored the materials that were ordered for pgriby
opposition candidates.

The election and the referendum that were conducted in 2004 had a negative
impact on the situation of press. Temporary suspension of the issue was applied to sucl
newspapers as Vremya (Time), Navinki (wordmaye first meanng of the word is
novelties, the first being the name of a psychiatric clinic), Predprinimatelskaya Gazeta
(Businessy Sy Q a bSgaLl LISND = %32 RI 60/ KAYSOZ
Solidarity), Vecherniy Stolin (Evening Stolin), M@&tars Review, Krimalnoye
Obozreniye (Criminal Review), Liuboy Kapriz (Any Caprice), Allo! Kupliu, prodam, meniay
61 dzf £t 2H LQftf o0dz2> &aSttxr SEOKIy3aSoux =81
VSGaLll LISNDP® bSggal3Ll LISNB | NS 2 7F(S ycasasdah LIS
Vremya and Novaya Gazeta Smorgoni). The week before the election the authorities
suspended 12 more editions, which had a great influence on the informational space of
.St NYza 2y GKS S@S 2F GKS St SOUGA2yEe S3
suspended newspapers there were Molodiozhnyi Prospekt (Youth Prospect), Nedelya
62SS10> WSKAIFYFE3yrel 1 FTSGlr owS3aAazylt
news), Narodnyi Predprinimatel (Popular Businessman), etc.

There are obstacles to digbution of independent press. During the election
distributors of independent press were detained seVieral hundred times. In 2004
distribution of printed editions by subscription became a licensed kind of activity in
Belarus. As a result this activity i@ O2y 0 3NRf f SR 0 &cBiglpoShtaa 0 I
0. SEIFNHzZAAILY LRaldovd ¢KAa Ayy230FadA2y o6SO
the alternative nets for distribution of noestate press. At present even the editorial
02F NRa 27T K St digtbdtethdim s NEscripliony1tQwas a hard blow on
independent press, because the state delivery net often groundlessly refuses to
distribute the newspapers. As a result of such refusal Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazet
6. St FNHzAALF Y [ 2 Y YI&NIIS leddérship Snétlie 3thtk maskBtlThe state
enterprises refuse to accept for retail such popular independent newspapers as
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Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta, Belorusskiy Rynok (Belarusian Market), Belorusska
Hazieta (Belarusian Newspaper), etc. Thaitedepartment of Belsayuzdruk (Belarusian
Union Press) in Minsk issued special instruction for the vendors who work at the news
aldlryRad ! OO2NRAY3I (G2 GKS AyailiNdHzOlA2yaszr |
of the showcase in the following ordér »%@ALF 1T Rl o6{ dFNbLX wS:
.St 2NHzaaA@l X blFINRRYFAIF DFETSGF ot S2L) SQa
O[ AGSNY GdzNBE !'yR I NIuosx . St2NHzaail el DbAgl
Homieland), The Minsk Times, Znamiadaii (Flag of Youth), Zorka (Dawn), Perekhodnyi
Vozrast (Awkward Age), Ranitsa (Morning), Siamia (Family), Sportivhaya Panoram
(Sportive Panorama). These newspapers are state ones, loyal to the present authorities
So, even the publications thatareatdd SR F2 NJ NBidFAf R2y Qi | L

At the same time, workers of state enterprises and institutions are forced to
subscribe to state publications: president Lukashenka decided to increase the circulatior
of the main state newspaper SovetskayeldBussiya to 500 000 copies, which demands
forcible subscription to this newspaper. Other state propagandist newspapers, including
the publications of regional and district executive committees, are distributed in the
same way. For instance, on 15 Mardke tdistrict executive cormmittee of Hlybokaie
distributed the order to the heads of local enterprises to subscribe the enterprises and
subscribe personally to the state newspapers. The order also included the number of
copies to which it was necessary tabscribe. This practice is widespread in Belarus.

Warnings to newspapers for publication of critical materials are a means of
blackmailing the publications which have to change their editorial policy for the fear of
being closed down. When ARCHE magassiged the number that was devoted to the
GSYGK FTYYADBSNBEIFINE 2F [dZl AaKSyYy 1l Qa NMzZ S
instance, concerning the distribution of the ideology of lukashism in Belarus) the state
bookstores (the largest part of the mati and newsstands refused to sell it. The
founders of the magazine received two warnings, as a result of which the magazine car
0S fAlJdARIFGSR® LYy WFydzZ NE Hnannn GKS yIGa
the circulation of Asamblieia magaei that was sent in sealed envelopes by the private
individuals who were its editors. The prnins of Den (Day), Vremya and Nedelya
newspapers were often confiscated, especially during thegbeetoral campaign.

All TV channels are controlled by thetstauthorities and the news and pldigts of
the few private and public radio stations are constantly censored. Some of the musicians,
for instance those who took part in concerts in support of opposition, are deprived of
ether.
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The monitoring of violatins of the rights of mass media witnesses that the right to
access to information is violated all over Belarus. Article 34 of the Constitution
guarantees to citizens the right to receive complete, precise and timely information
about the activity of stat®rgans, political, economical and cultural life. Nevertheless, the
right of journalists to receive information is constantly violated. The correspondent of
b2@gl &l DFETSiF {Y2NH2YA LNBYlI [dKAYIl &1l &
the newregisttNd 2 FFAOS AY {YINK2Y 61 NBRYl NBIA?2
photo of its interiors either. However, most often this right is violated during elucidation
of the events of public and political life, scandalous or politically motivated trial220n
Wdzy S GKS &aSOdz2NAGE RARYQU t£SG Ay GKS 1 2c¢
accredited there. The journalist Iryna Makavietskaia often faced with obstacles during
St dzOARFGAZ2Y 2F 2LSY GNAFfa FyR Sgdgetfoadal a
2LISY GNAFE® hy wHy WFydzZa NE GKS 3IdzZ NR 27
Siarhiei Astrautsou, journalist of Radio Liberty, and lury Taparashau, expert of Belarusial
Association of Journalists.

One of the effective means to limit accessinformation is refusal or deprival of
accreditation. Such practice is applied both to Belarusian and foreign mass media. On 3
July the Ministry of Foreign Affairs deprived of accreditation four members of Belarusian
correspondent station of the RussidV channel Russia. The reason for such decision was
the report about the street action of opposition, devoted to the tenth anniversary of the
presidency of Aliaksandr Lukashenka. The authorities also deported from Belarus the
representatives of French Téhannel for the attempt to elucidate the activity of the
youth organization ZUBR. Mikhail Podoliak, leading analyst of Vremya newspaper, wa
deported as well.

In 2004 seVieral cases of beating of journalists were registered. Among the beaten:
workers of he Russian TV companies Rén and NTV, journalist Paviel Sharamiet.
During mass actions of the opposition journalists were detained and beaten together
with participants of the actiong during the street action in Navapolatsk, devoted to
anniversary of te disappearance lury Zakharanka (former minister of internal affairs)
Vintsent Mudrou, correspondent of Radio Liberty, was detained. Iryna Makavietskaia,
journalist of Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta, received death threats on the telephone ir
connection wih her articles.

W2 dzNy It Adda FNB 2FGSYy AYyOAGSR FT2NJ G f
when journalists revealed facts of falsification of the parliamentary election and the
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referendum, the authorities persecuted them for libel instead ohdaacting checkups
on the facts mentioned.

Besides, civil legislation gives a good opportunity to file groundless suits for
defamation, which, together with the dependence of the courts and unfair trials is a good
weapon the officials can use in the stglg against the critical articles that appear in
press. In 2004 trials with the participation or against mass media became regular. One o
the evident examples when the defamation suit was used to liquidate a newspaper was
the suit, filed by the former cha of Belarusian State TV and Radio Company lahor
weol 12dz O2YyOSNYyAYy3d GKS FNIGAOES a9t S2y 2Nl
bl NBRYFAI 2fAl o6tS2L)FSQa 2Afftod LI we
RARY QG YSS{ suKke8 hisNdBrlorf digiitg antl h$tness yeputation. The court
of the first instance decided the case in his favor. When the defendants complained
against this decision to the College Board of Minsk City Court, the sum of the sum of the
compensation the newsaper was to pay to Rybakou was even increased. The peculiarity
of the situation is that at the moment of when the court verdict was pronounced, la.
weé30l12dz gla 1SLI Ay 2FAft 2y | 00dzAl GA2Y
and Radio Compan The court also exacted from the newspaper 15 million rubles for the
benefit of the businessman Siarhiei Atroshchanka. Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta had
pay 3 million rubles to the actor lauhien Kryzhanouski. Svobodnye Novosti (Free News
weekly was satenced to pay more than 3 million rubles to a former policeman.

4G GKS alryS GAYS (GKS adrdasS Ylaa YSRA
demonstrated the serial Daroha Nikudy (Road Nowhere). The names of its authors
remain unknown. The attempts tand the authors with the means of the court were
fruitless. The attempt of Tatsiana Protska, chair of Belarusian Helsinki Committee, to ge
the journalist lury Prakopau disprove libeling information against her and also get him
punished for violation of t8 &4 SONBG 2F LINAGI GS ftAFS RAF
Election Day the state mass media consciously illegally distributed agitation, including the
doubtless information of prgovernmental exipoll. BelTA state information agency, the
SovetskayadBelorussiya newspaper and other state editions with impunity violated the
Electoral Code of Belarus by publishing agitation on behalf of foreign citizens.

The Belarusian regime has repeatedly demonstrated its intention to control the
distribution of infomation through Internet. It tries to limit access to undesirable
Internet resources from Belarus and pressurizes the journalists who put information to
foreign web sites. A number of representatives of opposition political parties were
warned as a resultfqublications on the Internet.
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On the Election Day some independent informational web sites were blocked,
including the site of Human Rights Center Viasna. It could be done only by Beltejecom
the monopolist to internet access in Belarus, national opmraof electronic
O2YYdzyAOIFI GA2yad | O1SNE IddlFO1SR GUKS &Af

The new law on mass media, that contains new limitations to freedom of press,
KFayQid o6SSy FTR2LIWGSR &Sio 12SOSNE Ada R
taking into consideration the opinion of journalists and public circles. The existing draft
law provides obligatory registration of wedites. This norm will give the authorities the
possibility to legally persecute creators of undesirable sites.

LIMITATION OF FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION.

LY Hnnn GKS &aAddzr A2y GgAGK FTNBSR2Y 21
legal conditions for establishment and activity of independent associations of citizens
remained unfavorable. In certain respects the legislatm the practice of its usage
demonstrated the tendency for further limitation of the freedom of association.

Belarusian legislation on NGOs is one of the strictest in comparison with the laws of
Europe and CIS. The Civil Code provides seVieral franresndi@commercial
organizations¢ LJdzo f AO | 8a20AlF A2y X NBftAIA2dza | &
and union. The main form of NGO, grounded on membership, is public association. The
flg ahy LlzoftAO aaz2OAl GA 2y adhenjakénded lmang |
times regulates the existence and the activity of public associations. However, the
establishment of such associations is regulated by presidential decrees and the
registration rules introduced by the Ministry of Justice. All these docuseonsiderably
change the norms of the law.

Among the main limitations for the establishment of NGOs is a large fee (more than
$220 for national public associations and about $100 for local public associations) anc
the demand to have legal address omadistrative premiseg it is hard to execute this
demand in the conditions of total state control. Provision of a legal address (which means
the creation or legal existence of NGO) often depends on the will of the state of§anals
the regions it is neessary to receive the agreement of the state officials for
establishment of a public association or other NGO. The necessity of legal address is als
used in struggle against regional structures of opposition parties: actually, the state can
revoke its ageement for placement of the organization and liquidate its legal address, as
a result of which the unit ceases to exist legally. In 2004 about 30 regional branches o
political parties were deprived of legal addresses. The party that has no registered
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orgt YATFGAZ2YFE &A0GNHzOGdzNBa Ay | OAGe 2N |
election there. In case a party has no structures in the majority of the six regions of
. S3ftFNHzaSE Ad OFy 06S fAldZARFGSR® tagfed th® (i 2
large-scale campaign on seegistration of legal addresses (the deadline being 1 February
2005). As a result of such-registration a number of public associations and the majority
of local branches (city and district structures) of politicaftigs and public associations
can cease to exist.

At present in Belarus public associations pay for the rented premises on a facility
tariff, but the abolishment of this facility is actively discussed. As a result the rent can
suddenly increase and NG@L y Qi oS |6t S (G2 LI & GKS NBY

¢tKS R20dzySyida GKFEG FNB &ddzoYAGGSR F2NJ
double expertise: by the registering body (the Ministry of Justice for national ones and
GKS 2dzad A0S 021 NR T2 NpditaDdxdertideldydte Ednmissiod 2
on registration and noimegistration. This commission has no legal status and was
established by presidential decree. It consists of the chairs of the main organs of the law
machinery (KGB, the Ministry of Justicee tMinistry of Internal Affairs, etc.) and is
controlled by the presidential administration. The conclusion given by the committee is
grounded on no laws, is closed and Amotivated and often serves for refusals to
NEIAAGSN LIzt A O I af the i§idnte(pbfsBofi dystem! ofi registrathdds &
the state registration of a public association is possible only if the latter demonstrates its
loyalty to the present authorities or in the case they are interested in the establishment
of such organizationOnly about 6% of the applications for registration of public
associations are satisfied. According to the official information, in 2003 1464 such
applications were filed. Only 10 applications for the establishment of national public
associations, 28 international, 12¢ regional, 49 regional, city, etc. public associations
were satisfied. In 2004 the proportions remained the same and the order of registration
RARY QU OKLI y 3SeBié@mbet ¢f 2004 gnlizl 68 Epublic associations were
registered. Th@ne-month term for registration that is provided by the law is executed in
rare cases, often this process is delayed for years.

Complaints to court against lawless or groundless -remistration of public
associations give no resultscourts never takette side of public associations. During
O2YAARSNY A2y 2F &adzOK OFasSa GKS O2dzNT a
sufficient grounds for nomegistration of organizations, but refer to sidygislative acts
and nonconstitutional conclusions of thabove mentioned commission. For instance, in
Hnnn GKS O2dzNII INRdzy Rf Saaf e NdzZ SR GKI G
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registered because some paragraphs of its statute violated the law, whereas the statutes
of some existing prgovernnental NGOs had the same provisions in their statutes.

In the field of intersector interaction public associations are almost deprived of the
possibility to cooperate with state organs: the Belarusian state is oriented on corporate
cooperation model witktivil society, when only separate public associations (most often
those controlled or inspired by the state) are chosen for cooperation. On the local level
the situation is the same.

Public associations play inconsiderable role in the field of legahtiudi their
attempts to get laws changed in accordance with their interests give no result. Even the
discussion of the draft law on public associations in 2004 took place without taking into
consideration the opinion of public associations. Every lawngalaaotivity of public
associations is treated by the authorities as subversion of the state if the contrary is not
proved.

Belarusian public associations face considerable difficulties in their activity because
of unfavorable legislation. It is manifested in the discriminative taxation practice, the
chances to receive state subsidies, rent premises and purchase property.

Limikation of human rights activity of NGOs is registered in legislation: for instance,
according to the law, public associations can defend at trials only interests of their
members. The rule that requires receiving licenses for editorial activity and otihvdces
also hinders the activity of public associations. Inequality in the attitude of the state
towards NGOs is clearly observed: BRSM (Belarusian National Youth Union) and othe
pro-governmental pubic organizations receive considerable state subsidigsother
support from the budget, whereas other NGOs are deprived of such support. The
pseudeNGOs that were established by the state can also use the administrative
resource: for instance, forcible inclusion into BRSM and the state pioneer organization is
widespread.

One of the important factors is that one of the Presidential decrees prohibits the
F QUAGAGE 2F dzyNBIAAGSNBR LWzt A0 | aaz20Al
fine or up to 15r days in jail. It was applied to the activists of @Os that were
fAJdZARI 0SR 2NJ gSNBY QU NBIAAZGSNBR® LY HA
activity on behalf of unregistered organizations. The majority of them were
NELINSASYllFadA@dSa 2F tS2L) SQa 02 f Aok Zay
| 2RYFAS ®%KedGaArAz2 6C2N) . SGGSNI [ATFTS0d ! Ol
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such punishmenc Ay wHnnn AG O2y 30S N}dénvcralicKN&GOs! ail & S
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Belarus, Human Rights Center Viasna and Belarusian Student Association. At theesen
tF NEAF3YSYyld RA&AOdza3a&aSa GKS RNITFO 1o |
for the activity on behalf of unregistered or liquidated public associatpriscan make

the public situation in Belarus yet more complicated.

The state organslso hinder the distribution of information about the activity of
bDhad b2 2yfteé A&d Al LINPKAOAUGSRthé thajodtg S 1
2F (GKS adrdS Ylaa YSRAIF R2y QG 3IAGBS |y
organizatonsand n@SYSy da GKIFG I NByQil O2yaNRifSR

Public associations have no facilities in the field of business aggithiir economic
activity is regulated by the general civil and tax laws. The situation is worsened by the
absence of the legislation abb social order, as a result of which public associations
R2y Qi &aStf OGKSANI aSNBAOSa (2 GKS LI Lz |
taxation of public associations and their profits also conforms to the general practice,
applied to all economysubjects. The law provides the possibility to accept private
donations, but there are no legal facilities forgtonly a small number of those who
R2yFdS YSIya (2 aLRNIAGS 2NBHIFIYyATIGA2Z2ya |
any taxes from theeaceived means, but the donors have to pay them. The cheskof
public associations that are conducted by the registering organs and tax audits are ar
important means of controk any checlup can lead to sanctions and any financial
activity and receivingneans from abroad can be considered as violations.

Presidential decree #24 of 2003 strengthened the control of the financing of NGOs
from foreign sources. It is still necessary to obtain the permission of Presidential
Administration for the use of a forgn grant. The administration also considers the
LINEINIY 2F GKS LINRP2SOG AYLI SYSylllAzyo
impossible to use the means. The decree also increased the punishment for the violatior
of the order for the use of grantdoreign citizens who give such aid to NGOs can be
deported. In 2003 and 2004 seVieral citizens of Germany and Great Britain were
deported for cooperation with NGOs. Representatives of a number of foreign funds were
denied the right to visit Belarus, evénthe case they had visa.

Belarusian Helsinki Committee and Volia Da Razvittsia (Will for Development) facec
financial claims from the state in the volume of seVieral thousand US dollars for the use
of the financial means upon TACIS programs that hah lag@proved by the state earlier.
Criminal cases were brought against the heads of these organizations Tatsiana Protsk
and Mikhail Varaniets. Later the court justified them and set the lawless tax sanctions
aside.
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Liquidation and legal persecution of N&@&re of lawless, punitive natueeven the
slightest violation can be presented as a grave one and become a reason for liquidation
NGOs are defenseless to police searches and the alsckhat are conducted by justice
organs. During the electoral antié referendum campaigns that took place in summer
and autumn 2004 the offices of a number of NGOs and the headquarters of the initiative
groups of independent candidates suffered from illegal searches and other actions of the
police or secret services. Sehes were conducted at the offices of Independent Institute
for Socied 02y 23YAO IyR t2ftA0A0Ft {GdzRAS& OLL|
Initsyiatyvy (Civil Initiatives) in Homiel, the office of Dziedzich in Brest, the offices of
Belarusian &nguage Society, Belarusian School Society and Fond Lva Sapiehi (Leu Sapie
Fundation) in Hrodna, the office of Young Front in Zhodzina and Human Rights Cente
Viasna in Brest.

After the election the building in Maladechna, where the offices of Humaht®ig
Center Viasna and Belarusian Helsinki Committee were situated, was robbed. Unknowr
persons attempted to burst into the offices of United Civil Party. Such housebreakings
I NBYy QU Ay @SaidAdal 3G§SR LINRLISNI & o

In general, the present legal environment for thetivity of NGOs is unfavorable and
aimed at pressurization of the organizations that are independent from state organs. The
legislation and the practice of its use favor only state public associations.

A separate aspect of the relations between NGOs thedstate organs is the wave
of trials on liquidation of the most famous and active human rights, youth and social
NGOs. In its Ruling #31 of 23 October 2003 the College Board of the Ministry of Justic
stated that the campaign on liquidation of public asgtions started on oral order of
president of the Republic of Belarus: the Ministry of Justice and the justice boards of
regional executive committees and Minsk City Executive Committee conducted the
emergency checkips and liquidation of public assodmts to implement it. As a result of
GKS | OGA2y (Kl tzLlls B SORENBR &A1 SYHI 27
liquidated and hundreds of them were warned. Simultaneously, obstacles were created
to registration of new organizations.

These orders were implemented directly by the organs of justittee Ministry of
Justice with its regional justice boards and the minister Viktar Halavanau at the head. A
great role was played by regional courts and the Supreme Court according to thetverd
2T OKAOK GKS LWzt AO |aa20AFldA2ya @gSNB f
LINEP OS&da 2FzZLlBKSHIF aOfTCRAYNINREf SR o6& t NBAAR
ideological vertical. As a result no organizations managed to defend their right to
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existence at court. As a result of a new explanation of Article #57 of the Civil Code the
courts received the right to liquidate public associations for repeated or gross law
violations. According to the order for the liquidation of public associations that
RSAONAOGSR Ay (UKS fl ¢ dahy LlzotAO | aaz20Al
the case it received two warnings for the same violation during a year. However, the
courts ignored this norm.

In 2004 as a result of trials the youth organiz¢té@ al f | Rl A | | NJ 3
Society), Belarusian Association of Young Politicians, New Group, the human right
organizations Independent Society of Legal Research (ISLR), the scientific researc
2NBI yAT FGA2Yya LYUGSNY I 30A2Y | Belarusigm Edginedaii S
¢ SOKYy23f23A0 ! OFRSY®&>X 0UKS 62YSyQa 2NHI yi
38 public associations ceased to exist. The majority of the liquidated organizations
continued their activity despite of the deprival of the legall I 1 dza = o0 dzi O2
observers to elections and enjoy other rights that were related to state registration.
Instead of the liquidated ones the authorities establishk®b f ft SR Ga Gl §S bl
NGOs that are controlled by the state and are bBthed with the aim of creating the
illusion of civil society.

In 2004 the Ministry of Justice applied to parties the techniques initially used
towards public associations. For instance, the Supreme Court liquidated Belarusian Labc
Party on the suit othe Justice Ministry that accused the party in having wrong legal
I RRNXS&aad FyR ANNB3Idz I NAGe 2F FFaaSvyof ASac
received warnings for the establishment of unregistered association of political parties.

N

The adoption2 ¥ (KS ' YSYRSR flg& ahy Lzt Ao
LI NIAS&aé¢ OFy YI1S (KS SYygOANRYYSYy(l F2NI
YR LRTtAGAOFE LI NIGASEa SOSY 2NBRSP ¢KS RI
control powersof the registering organs and introduces the obligatory yearly reporting to
0KSY +o02dzi GKS | OUAgAGed ¢KS RNITFG g
persons necessary for registration of a party.

Religious communities suffer as a result bé hondemocratic and discriminative
legislation. Nortraditional denominations and religious communities are insulted not
only by the state mass media, but even in schoolbooks. As a result of the campaign on re
registration of religious organizations demeof religious organizations and units ceased
to exist in 2004.
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LIMITATION OF EDUCATIONAL LIBERTIES AND
WORKING RIGHTS.

The authorities try to eradicate the sources of opposition thought in state and non
state educational establishments by introductiori compulsory ideological subjects
64dzOK a4 da¢KS FdzyRFEYSydlrfa 2F GKS adl dsS
establishments. The academic liberties of higher educational establishments are
extremely limited.

In 2004 the authorities closeR2 6y 9 dzNB LISy | dzYl yAGASaA
modern European education standards were applied. In spring 2004 the university had
problems with receiving the license for educational activity. Then the rental agreement
was cancelled. As aresult the uli@ A G& f2ad Ad0a LINBYAaSa
SRdzOF 3GA2y Il LINRPOSaad {22y Ala tAOSyas
exist at all.

t NBAARSYU [dzllFaKSy (1l LRAYOISR 2dzi GKI
university was thalistribution of European values and the preparation of the elite that
could replace the ruling nomenclature in future.

International Humanities Institute was the other establishment that was closed in
2004. Jewish organizations considered the liquidatodnthe institute (that prepared
specialists in Jewish culture in the department of Jewish studies) as national
discrimination.

lakub Kolas National Humanities Lyceum that was liquidated in 2003 continued its
activity underground. Despite persecution ofettyceum pupils and their parents, new
students were accepted and the lessons continued.

In 2004 the practice of considerable worsening of the conditions for work continued.
The most important violation of the working rights became the forcible and alhodesk
transfer of employees of state enterprises and institutions to the contract form of
SYLX 28YSyiliod ¢KS LINFOGAOS 2F GUKS dzal 3S
AYLINRPGS (GKS ¢g2NJAYy3 NBftFGA2ya |yR &aiNB)
witnesses that employers often ignore the demands of the law when transferring
employees to the new form of employment. The worst thing in this situation is that after
conclusion of contracts people become defenseless and dependent on the administration
ofthS SYGdSNILINAAS GKFd OFy OFyOSt GKS 02y
retire on their own free will. The contract system is convenient for controlling sogiety
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the place of work becomes a place of political control (the threat of dismissal wes of
used towards democratic activists during the election and the referendum conducted in
2004).

7

The state totally controls the working marketi KS Yl 22 NAG& 2F
either owned by the state completely, or partially (through the@b t t RS ya FKEHI N.
As a result, the state has the direct influence on the decisions of the employers. The
control of the working relations has become an important instrument of pressurization of
civil liberties and a means of control of public life by the state.

Trade unions have been turned into an organ of state power, all actions of which are
coordinated with the administrations of enterprises. The pressurization of the few
independent trade unions is the main direction of the state policy in the workingd. fiel
¢tKS RS@GSt2LIYSYyd 2F G20FtAGFENRFYAAY Ay
system of social partnership in the country. People are often violently punished for the
strikes that have already become the only means of struggling for the exeaiftithre
G2NJ] SNAQ NRARIKGAZ

Regular and gross violations of public and political, social, economic and cultural
rights of citizens of Belarus are an important element of the authoritarian regime and the
totalitarian ideology that exist in Belarus. \&bbns of rights and absence of defense
mechanisms, hard pressurization of native and foreign human rights initiatives allow
preserving and strengthening the regime of eman rule in Belarus. So, the reasons of
the unsatisfactory situation of human righits Belarus lie in the political field and are a
conscious element of the state policy. The situation of human rights in Belarus can be
improved only in case the question of the political power in the country is solved. The
improvement of the execution ohuman rights and the appearance of guarantees of
their rehabilitation is possible only in the case the authoritarian dictatorship in the
country disappears.
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JANUARY

In the beginning of the year the study of the ideology course was included into the
retraA YAY 3 LINPINI Ya F2N 0KS dzySYLX 28SRP ¢ K
subject makes the course of studies at least half a month longer. Students and trainers
are indignant at the fact, but have to study the subject.

1 Januaryg Valiery Shchukin, deputy of the Supreme Soviet, had to celebrate the
New Year at the railway station in Polatsk. It was his 111th night at the railway station,
0SOlIdzasS 2y wm ! dz3dzad wnno KS 46l a SOAO30GS
live for many years. The politician started to live at the railway station to protest against
it. At first the administration put obstacles to Shchukin and often accused him of
RA&AG2NRSNI & O2yRdzOG= odzi GKSy 323 dzaSR
bench. Valiery Shchukin has seven grandchildren and, naturally, could meet the New Yes
together with the family. However, it is his principled position to spend nights at the
railway station.

On 5 JanuaryBelaaziorsk police launched proceedings in ara@ssand battery
OFLaS® hy H WIrydad NE (g2 €20t YSY0OSNA 2
bl drttAl 1 1{FNRYllF 6SNBX o0SFGSy dzJ o6& afi
Akaronka, leader of the local social democrats, getting into hospital with brake and
nose. His wife Natallia had trivial bodily injuries. Natallia is a member of Belaaziorsk city
soviet. She belongs to democratic group Initiative. Natallia Akaronka says actions of
police officers right after the incident was reported made heuliothe objectivity of the
investigation. Soon after the incident the police detained one of the assailants. However,
soon they let him go.

On 5 JanuaryRaman Kazakievich and Daryia Maldavanava were detained near
Tsentralny supermarket for distribution ofards with seasonal greetings from the
QdzNRB LISHY O2FftAGA2Y CNBS .St NHzZAP ¢KS RS!
of Internal Affairs. The police drew up reports of violation of Article #143 of the Code of
| RYASYAAUNI GAQDS BRBSWOADBa0@R2fI2BN2 YA ZH Y
public services).

On 9 JanuaryBelarusian Independent trade union resumed pighling its weekly
GKS {IfTARIFINYylabdaoe ¢KS flad AaadsS 2F GKS
December Svietach primig press, based in Minsk, informed the editors it would not print
the newspaper because of the overload. Now the newspaper is printed by a company in
Smolensk, Russia.
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On 11 JanuaryHomiel journalist Iryna Makavietskaia, known for her articles in
Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta, encountered telephone threats. An unknown persor
phoned to her during an hour, demanding to stop her journalistic activity and threatening
02 @06 dzNE ¢ seKigriddtaged 6n8 dfha calls. On 11 January she applied to the
LI2f A0S AY 2NBRSNJ G2 FAYR GKS ly2yeéyYy2dzao

On 12 January CNJ y i & @& a | {11 NBYI .St NHza ALy
Y2U0AFTAOLIGAZ2Y 2F Ydzy AOALI £ & SNIIA QS éccupian 2 dz
an office at Rumiantsau Str., 13. Partyzanski borough Housing and municipal servic
demands the BLS to leave the building in two months. The official ground for such actions
is the lack of premises for municipal services of the borough. Ahe$ali, the chair of
0KS . SEIF3NYAALFY [ Fy3da IS {20ASGex o2Vyy
2NHFYAT FGA2yd 1S o0StAS@PSas 101 2F LINBY
attempts to close us a year ago, when we received two official wgsnirom the Justice
Ministry. Now the Belarusian Language Society is pressed according to the scheme of th
Belarusian Lyceug FANB G 2dzaAdAy 3 FTNRY GKS o0dzAf RAY!
Trusau. By the way, two newspapers and four organizatioasregistered on the BLS
I RRNBaad ¢KIFiQa ¢Keé (KS 2dzadAy3a gAfft GNZ

On 14 Januarylakau Hutman, head of the World Association of Belarusian Jews,
OFYS (2 GKS o0dAfRAY3I 2F (KS t NSBAARSY(Q3
Lukashg’ 1 C¢2 {02L) 5SY2f AGA2Y 2F WSgAaK al
| 2t 20Fdzad QGAOUAYA AYy . StlFNMzAand ¢KS Y2YSy
detained by police and taken to Minsk city police station. The police kept him there for
seVeral hours, drew up a report for unauthorized picketing, and took him to court.
Leninski Borough Court judge Aliena Tsierashkova issued an official warning to him.

On 14 Januaryduring an informal talk at Homiel Chyhunachny Borough Board of
Internal Affars the journalist of Belorusskaya Delovaya Gazeta Iryna Makavietskaia was
informed that it would be impossible to bring a criminal case on the fact of the death
threats. The reason is that the Criminal Code contains no articles that would give
punishment 6r telephone threats and a case can be brought only in the case threat is
manifested in some actions.

Onl4January |0 F LINBaa O2yFSNBYyOS 2y GKS
LYGSNYFE ' FFFEANR ! £ RTAYANI bl @dax¥dr Ghrisivs I A
Pourgourides had concluded the top Belarusian officials were connected to political
RA&LFLILISIENIFyOSa Ay . StlFNdHza® ! ftFRTAYAN bl
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I Yya386SNBR GKSY® LG A& RATFTFAOAA (! AROANFR Y
'f F RTAYANI bl @dzyYl dz al ARY KA& O2y @JSNERIFGAZ
hours. However, Navumau refused to say what they were talking about, referring to the
FANBSYSY(d 6AGK t2dzNH2dzZ3NARSAY conversdtiond  F
0STF2NE KS YSSia SOSNERoOo2Re YR Yl {1Sa KAa
G2RI&d / KNAR&AG2& t2dzZNH2dZNARSa KFa |fNBIR
disappearances in Belarus and made his conclusions. In particular, heeckbadzimir

bl @dzYll dz KIFIR y2i NBO23IyAl SR NRIKG | gl &
claiming Viktar Sheiman was one of the suspects. Only when Mr. Pourgourides suggeste
I 3INJ LK2f 238 SELISNI SEIFIYAYIGA2Y &Kepaif R
was authentic. According to Mr. Pourgourides, then Uladzimir Navumau claimed the
GSNEAZ2Y AYy DSYSNIf [FLI GAA]1 QA NBLRNI gl ¢
Ay aNX» t2dz2NH2dzZ3NARSaQa NBLERNIL Ay O2yed
sugected of organizing abduction and killing of Zakharanka, Hanchar, and Krasouski
Today journalists asked Minister Navumau why he had done nothing to convince
Paulichenka to meet with Mr. Pourgourides. Uladzimir Navumau took all the
NB & LJ2 v & A 06 Aab kigutenant Cdloael Paullidhkenka is concerned, | believe, as a
Minister of Internal Affairs | answered all questions to me and my subordinates, because |
Y NBalLRyairioftS F2NJI GKSY +a ¢Sttno

On 15 Januarylakau Hutman went on hungetrike of protest agaist the
manifestations of the state anSemitism in Belarus.

On 15 Januaryit was the 14th anniversary of the establishment of lakub Kolas
Belarusian National Humanities Lyceum. Pupils continue learning there despite all
obstacles of the state organs. Qnat day they came to Kastrynichnitskaia Square of
aAyal (2 OSEtSoNIGS G(KS FYyAOSNAEEFNE |yR
6S oAttt 0SHE

On 15 Januarytwo suits on protection of honor, dignity, business reputation and
compensation of the mal harm were filed with Minsk Leninski Borough Court by the
TAA Allianc SRA L 0 F2dzy RSN 2F (GKS ho21 3NBJI 4GSt
I NP AKOKIF Yy O0KS Llzoft A3O0FGA2YyQa &SYyAZ2]
newspaper to pay moral damagesrth 50 million rubles. The suits are grounded on the
I NIAOES a{SNHS& hiNRaAaKOKSy12Qa hoz2l NBJ
Narodnaia Volia newspaper published on 3 September 2003. The author of the article
analyzed the conflict between the edial board of Obozrevatel and the head of the
Union of Jewish organizations and communities Lieanid Levin. The conflict evolved fron
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the article by Obozrevatel. Are deputies Kastsian, Navasiad and Fralou Personal Ant
{SYA(GSaKeé d aNIP [db@Dkuteddnd tehssd gf Gisiintarvies ant slzaréd
this opinion with Narodnaia Volia. The founders of TAA Alliznedia, in their turn,
RSOARSR (KIO GKS ySgall LISNI adzaSR GKS YAz
means of dishonest fight for the reRSNE Q | 0GSYy A2y éd ¢KS &
Ol dzaSR Y2N}f RIFIYF3S (2 dz&aX YR bl NRRYI A
plaintiff asks the court to find the title of the article and seVieral expressions, used in it,
GAYadzZ A yRATKSH K 2lV2RNEo dza Ay Saa NBLIzOF GAz2Y
them and publish its apologies and exact from the defendant 50 million rubles in favor of
the editorial board of Obozrevatel. The second article mentioned in the suit appeared on
26 Novemibs NJ dzy RSNJ 4 KS KSFRAYy3 a2KIFd YAYR 27
author Maryna Koktysh asked the Belarusian economists to comment on the interview of
{AFNKASA | NPAKOKI Yl G2 GKS LyGSNFIE
wonderful conditiod F2NJ 60dzAAy S&aaéd | ydzYoSNI 2F St
y20 AYOISNBAGSR Ay &aSSAy3a . Stl NMzA NA&S
SELINBaarzy Aa yz2yaSyasSés aL R2yQl dzy RSN
the plaintiff asdNS O0 Ay adzZ Gad LYy KAa adzid {o ! {3
the Republic of Belarus, had the right to free expression of his personal opinion on every
matter. At the same time, he thinks that Narodnaia Volia insulted his honor, dignity and
0dzaA Ay Saa NBLIziF GA2y YR AYyFEtAOGSR Y2NI
opponents. The plaintiff asks the court to oblige the newspaper to publish the
GO2y¥Saarzy 2F (GKS SRAG2NRAIET 021 NR¢ | yR
favor.

S
S

On 15 JanuaryZubr resistance movement celebrated its third anniversary. SeVieral
national whitered-white flags were hung out in the main streets of Baranavichy,
Prytutski and Charnysheuski streets, on the wires between the buildings. Zubr activists
posiSR A0AO01SNR ¢AGK GKS Y2@0SYSyd t232 |y
regions of Belarus. On 15 and 16 January the stickers appeared in the town of Stoubts
(Minsk region). The activists posted stickers at the bus stops, markets and railway
stations of many other towns and cities.

On 16 Januarythe administration of Belarusian State Youth Theater (BSYT) fired the
head of the trade union committee Maryna Dudarava when her contract ended.
Uladzimir Mamonka, chair of Minsk regional trade uniorganization is sure that
Dudarava was fired for trade union activity.

On 16 JanuaryAksana Novikava was summoned to court. Minsk Savietski Borough
Court was to hear the case of her detention on 24 November during action of protest
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against the possible ferendum with the purpose to prolong the term of the presidential
LI26SN) 2F ! & [dz31 1 aKSy(ll® ¢KSYy (GKS LRtAO
them. She was released at 9 p. m. and was supposed to come to court on 25 Novembel
However, Aksana Novikawdecided not to come to the court. She explained her position:
GL Y y20 32Ay3 (G2 32 GKSNB 2y Yeé 26y &
la ¢Sttt YR GKSNBX Aa y2 ySSR (2 Fdz FA
decided to ine A. Novikava

On 16 Januarythe police detained two Zubr activists, Aliaksiei Kontar and Paviel
lukhnievich, for handing out Supratsiu newspaper near the tube station Pushkinskaia. Al
first the guys were taken to the police station, based inside theetubne of the
LI2f AOSYSY GKNBIFIISYSR G2 o6SFdG GKSY AT GF
printed. Then the detainees were driven to the board of internal affairs of Minsk tube
(Frantsysk Skaryna Avenue, 6). In some time the detainees were letaqgmdeethe issue
data were printed in the newspaper.

On 16 Januarythe last issue of Regieviesti newspaper came out in Svetlahorsk.
This was the forth issue of the newspaper offering the readers only TV listings. However
the subscribers did not receivid last issue even in such a form. Regional department of
CSEFNHZZAQ RAAGONAROdzIAZ2Y Y2y2LRfé a. St LR OF
termination of the distribution contract. Since the New Year the only -staite
newspaper in Svietlahorsk has beentisited only through subscription. This year the
number of subscribers dropped almost three times. Today only one employee works for
the RegionVesti. The newspaper senior editor Mikola Pasiedzka claims they were forced
to publish nothing but TV listingbecause Svietlahorsk authorities prohibited the local
LINAYGSNI G2 LINAYOG Fyeé AYyF2NNIGASAIOXE ®S NI
Zhdanovich, deputy head of Svietlahorsk executive committee, strongly denies
t FAASRI1FQa aidl ( SESYdripA S G2t Y YAAYTAGZS Sii KASA &S
YFGOSNRED GLFT (GKS@ KI @Sche tolytBedPiesdlSedScHBf thé S |
. S3tEFNHZAALY ! 23a20AF0A2y 2F W2daNYyIFfAadaod
and is directly subordinatéo the local executive committee. BAJ press service knows
that at present Svetlahorsk printing press prints only one edigdthimvalakno factory
newspaper. It is published twice a month. The printing press is struggling to survive on
small occasional o&INE ® aGaho@Az2dzates Ad YI1Sa y2 &
FTNRY SEGN} 2NRSNEéS GKS SRAGZ2NI A& O2y OdA
GwSIARaYU A ¢ RA&I LIISIFNBR FNRY GKS adglrfta 2
committee Baliaslau Pirshtuk saw it in one of village shops and banned local consume
society to sell the newspaper in its retail network. The newspaper staff recalls in the
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summer of 2003 the Regieviesti newspaper was booming. It has increased its
circulation,changed the design and started to come out in two colors, having concluded
I O2YGNX Ol 6AGK FY20KSNE Y2NB GSOKYAOL f f
readership has grown. However, in September the Rechytsa printer terminated the
contract withl KS ySg6aLd LISNI 2y (GKS LINBGSEG 27F «a
LINAYOGAYIED 1Ef STF2NIA G2 FAYR Fy2iKSNJ
newspaper was printed in Minsk, which increased printing and delivery costs. Besides
that, the change of the printer affected the newspaper schedule. It got to the readers a
f20 tFGSNI GKFy GKS 20KSNJ t 201t SRAUGAZ2Y A
LINBaadzNBEs GKS &aSYA2NI SRAG2NI 2F (O KdSeey S 4 ¢
after us for a long time, but became especially active after we started to take interest in
the activities of local authorities. They issue all punitive orders orally, so that it would
aSSY GKF{d 2dzNJ ySgall LISNI KFa Of 2aSR o0& Al

In the middle ofJanuary in Smarhon workers of tax inspection twice confiscated
from public distributors the nostate Mestnaya Gazeta and the money, received from its
sale. It was the version of the issue that contained the materials, written by the
journalists of the syzended Novaya Gazeta Smorgoni. In the evening of 15 January the
GFE Aya3LSOiz2NAR RSGIFIAYSR GKNBS RAaGNROdz
on 16 January. The inspectors drew the reports for unlicensed trade on all of the
detainees, referring tothe decision of Smarhon Town Executive Committee of 18
December to exclude printed editions from the list of the items, permitted for trade.
Meanwhile, on 15 January the editorial board of Mestnaya Gazeta received from the
SESQdzi A @S O2 Y 3tMehghdiSpermitteld $r rétail, avtich n@luded blanks,
paper, stationery, books and newspapers. Ramuald Ulan, founder of Novaya Gazet:
{Y2NH2YyAS &addlidSa GKIFIG GKS RAA0ONAOdzO 2 NR |
pay such a great attention ony 2 RAA03NAROdzi2NBR 2F aSady
I NIIAOf Sa o6& 22 dzN¥y I f A & (tasai@d BlanbA? fdt #hd nodiatel S
Mesthaya Gazeta used to be issued only in Vaukavysk. Since November 2003, when tt
issue of Novaya Gazeta Smorgwr@s suspended by the authorities, Mestnaya Gazeta
started to print additional weekly number for the town of Smarhon.

On 19 Januaryit became known that Minsk Maskouski Borough inspection on dues
and taxes fined Belarusian Helsinki Committee 380 millibtesu(about 176 thousand US
dollars) for the alleged nepayment of taxes from TACIS grant. The sum of the fine
exceeded all the finances received by Belarusian Helsinki Committee for the whole time
since it came into being. The leaders of BHC were coswiticat this decision was
lawless and complained to court against it.
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Onl19 Januaryi KS LIS2 L)X SQ&a O2lftAGA2Y pb LINBAS
United Civil Party, Belarusian Social Democratic Hramada, Party of Belarusiat
Communists, and Belamasm Labor Party announced they have a common strategy for
the upcoming parliamentary election in Belarus. Leaders of the parties Vintsuk Viachorka
Lyl G2t [AF30ASRI (I {lGlyAatldz { KdzZaK]1ASQD;
signed the MemoraRdzY~X RSOf I NAYy3I GKSANI O02YY2y
OF YLI ATyd ¢KS O2FftAGA2Y sl a IAINBSISR o6&
Lithuanian parliamentarian Vaclav Stankevic. The Five+ is forming a single list o
parliamentary candidates. A& o6F &aSR 2y (GKS F2NXdz Y
O2F3tAOA2Y @GAf( Y2YAY Il GS H RSY2ONI GAO
Gy dzyo SNJ 2y Sé OFYRARFGS A& y20 NBIAAGSNE
will take his place.

On20 Januarya Ay ail [/ AdGeé& [/ 2dz2NI WdzRIS ! 1 &l yI
on liquidation of the human rights NGO till 28 January. The ground for postponement
gla 0KS bDhQa O2YLX I AYyG 2y GKS WdzadAOS
continue after the complait is considered. The representative of the plaintiff, specialist
of the Justice department of Minsk City Executive Committee Mr. Shcharbovich,
protested against postponement. In his opinion, the Independent Society for Legal
Research is intentionally dgfmg the trial. Aliena Tankachova, the NGO chairperson, is of
RAFFSNBY (G 2LAYA2YY b2 YFGGSNI gKIFG KI LJ
YSI &ddzNBa G2 O2dzy SN OG GKA& dzy¥2dzy3RSR |

A~

to show the absurdityoll KS ¢gK2f S a&adsSyno

On 20 Januaryryna Makavietskaia learned from Valiery Stryhaliou, head of Homiel
Chyhunachny borough Police Department that the police identified the person who
threatened to her. It turned out to be Viachaslau Bulkin, 25, employddoohiel TV and
Radio company. However, the laamforcing bodies did not consider his actions a crime.
Ly GKS SELIXI3ylIiG2NE y2iS KS KIFR (2 &NXI
Iryna Makavietskaia in order to express his opinion, without ev@nt and of course
gAOK2dzi GKS AyiaSyuAazy (2 ateyOKé (KS 22
with the fact that Makavietskaia was a journalist of the opposition newspaper that
GRARY QO NBFESOG NBIE f ATFSE dand uBdertodkan@ toO 2 y
disturb her in future. These explanations evidently justified him in the eyes of the police,
but the journalist was indignant at their reluctance to punish the telephone terrorist. She
also doubts the offender was acting independgntie confessed that he had found her
G§St SLIK2YyS ydzYoSNJ Ay St SOUNRYAO RIFEGI 30!l &
malice.
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On 21 Januarythe weba A0S 2F [/ KF NISNDpt o+ a G
LJdzo f AOF GA2Yy o6& ! yiz2y @FS{ KAORIZt 2Ny Ssiel SNIE
was attacked by simulation of a huge number of hits, which result in blocked access to
the site. The Charte®7 press center informs, Anton Mielnichuk is a pseudonym, the
journalist who has published the article on theieb-site, is not going to uncover his real
name. This is done for security purposes, because the article describes criminal method
of Belarusian child porn sellers, some of whom have already been arrested by specia
ASNIBAOSE 2F GKS |n{Maly B&ailsigh3a0d foreigh yhiss media
reported the arrests, and wrote about Minsk company Regpay, which distributed child
porn materials. Anton Mielnichuk published new names and facts about the organizers of
this criminal business in Belarus, aboteir links to employees of the laanforcing
bodies, about schemes of money laundering in Latvia and Russia, and other details of thi
black business. However, since the morning of January 20 the access to tfstevieas
been blocked.

On21 Januan?l1 it became known, that the magazine Asamblieia disappeared from
Minsk post office. Usually the edition is sent to public associations in sealed envelopes or
behalf of publishers; natural persons. Practically, it was a violation of the secrecy of
privatS O2NNB A3 LRYRSYOS ImgtRatedS GehsBrénip.i TheLIRGOA (i
YIF33FrTAYS 1alYotftASAF KIFIa 06SSy LlzofAakKSR
NGOs in Belarus and it is the only national edition of this kind. On 10 January 2004 the
publikKk SNB LINBLJI NBR GKS ySEG A&aadsS 2F G(KS
St SOGA2Yya¢ds FT2N) RAAUNROdzAA2Y D ¢KS NBIF RS
participation of NGOs in the upcoming parliamentary election campaign. The higHlight o
the issue was the soalled Grey listy I YSa 2F a0l dS 2FFAOALIf &
political repression against negovernmental organizations. Earlier, for many times the
bureaucrats of the Ministry of Justice expressed their anger with th#eamaterials of
the magazine, hence quite logically the publishers link the magazine detention with its
contents. The lawyer lury Chavusau, who defends-gmvernmental organizations,
O2YYSyla GKS aAaddzr GA2yyY aL 1 &dalywiplatienfofithie A
secrecy of private correspondence. The post office employees detained and possibly
looked through the mail of private persons, which was directed to hundreds of non
governmental organizations all over the country. Now the post ofiadf refused to
O2YYSyil 2y GKS aAddz GA2y FyR LINRBLRAaSR
LINPOIFoOotfe&e GKS FTANRG OFasS 2F YlFaa RSGOSYyGa
motives in the modern history of Belarus: seVieral hundreds lettedss 1 K & LINE K .
information did not reach the addressees.






